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Court  upholds  non-Orthodox  conversions 


By  HAM  SHAPIRO 
and  UAT  C0LL1WS 

In  a  surprise  decision,  made  pub¬ 
lic  yesterday.  Jerusalem  District 
Court  President  Varrfi  Zeiler  ruled 
that  23  individuals  and  families 
converted  by  Reform  and 
Conservative  rabbis  here  and 
abroad  are  Jews  for  purposes  of 
registration  in  the  population  reg¬ 
istry. 

The  ruling  caused  considerable 
shock  waves  in  political  circles. 
Interior  Minister  Eli  Suissa  said  his 


ministry  is  studying  the  ruling  and 
intends  to  appeal  The  decision  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  He  expressed 
sorrow  that  Zeiler  “hastened”  to 
make  a  ruling  on  a  question  which 
a  complement  of  11  High  Court 
justices  is  to  consider  in  two 
months. 

Commenting  on  the  legal  aspects 
of  the  case."  retired  Jerusalem 
District  Court  president  Asher 
Felix  Landau  said  it  is  not  unusual 
for  a  district  court  to  rule  on  an 
issue  normally  seen  as  the  purview 
of  the  High  Court.  He  added  that 


the  ruling  is  limited  in  scope,  refer¬ 
ring  only  to  civil  registration  as 
Jews. 

The  ruling  came  as  a  surprise  not 
just  to  the  ministry  and  the  politi¬ 
cians.  but  to  the  Reform  move¬ 
ment's  Israel  Religious  Action 
Center,  which  had  represented  the 
converts  in  court  Rabbi  Uri  Regev, 
director  of  the  IRAC.  said  that 
judges  usually  inform  the  parties  in 
advance  of  their  intention  to  issue  a 
decision,  while  here  Zeiler  simply 
notified  the  families.  Regev 
described  the  ruling  as  historic. 


going  beyond  the  technical  issue. 

The  decision  follows  a  High 
Court  ruling  in  November  1995. 
which  held  that  the  state  had  no 
legal  basis  to  refuse  to  register  as  a 


Carmen  to  be  called  a  Jew, 
Page  5 


Jew  someone  convened  here  by  a 
non-Orthodox  rabbi.  But  the  court 
refrained  from  taking  the  next  step 


and  ordering  tbe  ministry  to  regis¬ 
ter  the  petitioner,  Hava  Pesaro- 
Goldstein.  as  Jewish.  Although  it 
had  not  actually  said  so,  the  wide¬ 
spread  perception  was  that  it  had 
given  the  Knesset  six  months  in 
which  to  legislate  concerning  the 
validity  of  non-Orthodox  conver¬ 
sions  performed  here. 

However.  Zeiler's  ruling  related 
not  only  to  those  converted  in 
IsraeL,  but  to  Israeli  citizens  who 
had  prepared  for  their  conversion 
here,  then  gone  abroad  for  the  for¬ 
mal  conversion  ceremony. 


.  Although  the  ministry  had  in  the 
past  accepted  such  conversions  as 
valid,  more  recently  it  had  rejected 
them.  Lately,  it  has  also  refused  to 
register  non-Orthodox  converts 
from  abroad  as  Jews  unless  they 
actually  lived  in  the  community  in 
which  they  were  converted  for  a 
period  of  time  after  their  conver¬ 
sion. 

Tbe  ruling  bluntly  rejects  any 
such  geographical  considerations, 
arguing  that  they  should  no  more 
relate  to  conversions  than  they  do. 
say,  to  marriages.  As  to  the  argu¬ 


ment  by  the  State  Attorney 's  Office 
that  the  appellants  should  have 
waited  UDiil  the  Knesset  acted. 
Zeiler  said  that  the  appellants  had 
been,  patient  and  they  had  rights 
which  no  legal  system  could  deny. 

Regev  said  that  if  the  ruling  is 
upheld,  it  would  mean  that  many 
people  who  want  to  convert  have  a 
viable  solution.  This  is  especially 
important,  he  said,  because  of  what 
he  described  as  the  “growing  rigid¬ 
ity  of  the  Orthodox.” 

See  CONVERSION,  Rage  4 
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Parents  blame  army  after 
son  killed  by  friendly  fire 
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By  DAVID  RUPCE 

The  parents  of  Staff-SgL  Ohad 
Zach,  19,  blamed  the  army  yes¬ 
terday  for  the  death  of  their’son 
in  a  friendly  fire  incident  in  the 
security  zone,  citing  the  senior 
command's  refusal  to  replace  a 
company  commander  despite 
repeated  complaints  by  his  unit 
that  he  was  unqualified. 

Zach.  of  Nofit  village,  near 
Kiryat  Tivon,  was  killed  and  two 
others  wounded  when  a  unit  of 
Golani  Brigade  troops  opened 
fire  on  their  comrades  from  the 
same  company,  believing  they 
were  fi&buUah  gunmen. 

Tie  tragedy  occurred  near  the 
TaibeV  outpost  in  the  central 
sector  of  the  zone  around 
Tuesday  midnight,  after  the  two 


Expert  cafe  for  body  to 
oversee  W  probes,  Page  2 


units  lost  contact  with  one 
another  While  en  route  to  carry 
out  an  ambush. 

Initial  inquiries  revealed  that 
the  advance  squad,  led  by  Sec.- 
LL  Assaf  Lapid,  21.  the  compa¬ 
ny  commander,  made  a  naviga¬ 
tional  error  and  took  a  wrong 
route  down  into  a  wadi  instead 
of  to  the  ambush  site. 

Haim  Zach,  Obad’s  father, 
pointed  a  finger  at  Lapid,  the 
son  of  prisoner  rehabilitation 
activist  Herut  Lapid. 

Lapid  said  his  son.  who  was 
also  wounded  and  hospitalized 
at  Sieff  Hospital  in  Safed.  also 
blamed  himself  for  Zach’s  death 
and  would  not  hear  otherwise. 
But  he  called  for  a  thorough 
investigation  of  tbe  incident, 
saying  such  accusations  play 
into  the  hands  of  Hizbullah. 

Haim  Zach  said  “the  entire 


establishment  knew  about  this 
problem  [of  Lapid]  and  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  investigated,  hut  he  was 
allowed  to  continue  to  act  [as  the 
unit's  commander].  I  blame  the 
[army]  establishment  directly 


Staff-SgL  Obad  Zach 

for  Ohad’s  death. 

“The  tragedy  is  everyone's 
responsibility.  Everyone  knew 
about  the  company  commander 
and  I  blame  them.  The  company 
commander  is  only  21  years 
old,  and  the  direct  responsibility 
in  this  matter  belongs  to  the  bat¬ 
talion  commander  or  maybe 
even  the  division  commander,  if 
they  gave  that  officer  com¬ 
mand.”  • 

“This  should  not  have  hap¬ 
pened,”  said  Zach's  mother, 
Naomi.  “If  the  soldiers  warn 
about  a  certain  problem,  they  are 
not  totally  stupid,  and  they  know 
what  they  are  talking  about. 

‘The  battalion  commander 
and  the  ones  above  and  below 
him  should  pay  attention  to 
what  [the  soldiers]  say  and  not 
wait  until  there's  a  collection  of 
X-number  of  errors  and  then 
clear  the  arena  [to  make  way] 
for  somebody  else,"  she  said. 

“What  is  even  worse  about  it 


is  that  it  seems  that  this  accident 
was  caused  by  a  navigational 
error  that  the  [senior  command] 
was  aware  of.  The  soldiers  in 
his  unit  had  told  him  time. and 
time  again  about  this  naviga¬ 
tional  problem  and  asked  that  it 
be  fixed,  but  nothing  was  done. 
It  seems  that  they  were  waiting 
for  more  and  more  errors  before 
they  took  a  step  to  fix  it.  This 
should  not  have  happened.” 

The  family’s  anger  came  to 
the  fore  after  a  team  from 
Ohad's  unit,  accompanied  by 
senior  officers,  came  to  their 
home  yesterday  morning, 
spread  out  a  map  of  the  region 
where  the  tragedy  occurred  and 
explained  to  them  exactly  what 
happened. 

Zach  was  critically  wounded 
in  the  clash  and  died  on  the  way 
to  the  hospital.  The  first  IDF 
fatality  from  the  small  hilltop 
community  was  laid  to  rest  at 
the  military  cemetery  in  Kiryat 
Tivon  yesterday  afternoon.  Nofit 
itself  does  not  yet  have  a  ceme¬ 
tery. 

Another  soldier  in  Zach's 
squad.  Sgu  Guy  Nissim.  was 
moderately  wounded  after  being 
hit  by  shrapnel  in  the  face,  and 
was  blinded  in  his  right  eye.  He 
was  taken  to  Sheba  Hospital  at 
Tel  Hashomer. 

Lapid  was  lightly  hurt  and  was 
taken  to  Sieff  Hospital. 

The  initial  investigation  indi¬ 
cated  that  when  Lapid  realized 
his  navigational  mistake,  he  led 
the  soldiers  back  toward  the 
place  they  should  have  been,  but 
by  a  different  route. 

It  was  apparently  at  this  point 
that  Nissim,  in  charge  of  the  rear 
unit,  which  also  included  Zach, 
the  radio  operator,  spotted  sil¬ 
houettes  which  were  in  fact  the 
advance  party. 

See  FIRE,  Page  2 


Hype  over  new  medical 
laser  draws  criticism 
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By  JUPY  SIEGEL 

The  ethics  committee  of  the 
Israel  Otolaryngology  Society  is 
to  discuss  on  Tuesday  a  senior 
doctor’s  promotion  in  the  media 
of  an  expensive  laser  device  he 
helped  develop  that  burns  a  hole 
in  the  eardrums  of  children  suf¬ 
fering  from  chronic  middle-ear 
infections. 

Committee  chairman  Prof. 
Ludwig  Podoshin  said  he  would 
take  this  initiative  after  The 
Jerusalem  Past  queried  a  press 
release  about  the  device  issued 
Monday  by  Jerusalem’s  Shaare 
Zedek  Hospital.'  The  two-page 
press  release,  based  on  informa¬ 
tion  by  ear-nose-and-throat 
(ENT)  department  chairman  Dr. 
David  Cohen,  resulted  in  a  filmed 
item  presented  on  Channel  l*s 
Mabat  newscast  that  night  and  a 
story  in  Ma’oriv.  -Tbrs  ppbliciry 
resulted  in  considerable  interest 
among  parents  of  children  with 
chronic  ear  infections  who  sought 
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laser  treatment 

Podoshin,  who  retired  last  year 
from  Haifa’s  Bnai  Zion  Hospital 
after  being  chairman  of  its  ENT 
■  department  for  32  years,  joined 
three  department  beads  in  three 
other  leading  hospitals  in  saying 
that  the  device  had  not  undergone 
randomized,  double-blind,  con¬ 
trolled  studies,  which  are  the  core 
of  evidence-based  medicine. 
They  also  stated  that  the  Otoscan 
-  manufactured  by  Israel  Laser 
Industries  -  is  “not  a  break- 
through,  not  meant  for  treating 
the  majority  of  chronic  ear  infec¬ 
tions  in  infants  and  yonng  chil¬ 
dren,  and  that  it  had  not  been 
proven  more  effective  than  con¬ 
ventional  treatments  for  the  con¬ 
dition." 

Although  Yossi  Sheehter,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Otoscan  projeci,  said 
the  carbon-dioxide  laser  had 
“won  the  approval  of  the  US 
Food  and  Drug  Administration” 
and  called  the  invention  “a  break¬ 
through.”  The  Post  learned  that 
this  was  not  the  hard-won  FDA 
authorization  based  on  extensive 
double-blind,  randomized  control 
studies  proving  technology  is  not 
only  safe,  tat  more  effective  than 
previous  technologies.  Instead, 
Otoscarr  patented  in  the  US 


PM  urges  Mordechai, 
Livnat  to  stay  in  Likud 


after  it  adapted  and  improved  var¬ 
ious  existing  licensed  technolo¬ 
gies  for  a  specific  medical  use  - 
received  approval  only  in  the 
FDA’s  much  more  lenient  5- 
10(K)  category.  Manufacturers  of 
5-10(K)  devices  are  not  entitled 
to  claim  they  are  more  effective 
than  existing  technologies, 
according  to  Nadav  Sheffer,  head 
of  the  Health  Ministry’s  medical 
device  assessment  department 
■  The  Shaare  Zedek  press  release, 
issued  by  spokeswoman  Oma 
Cohen,  maintained  that  tbe  hospi¬ 
tal  is  the  first  and  only  place  in 
Israel  to  use  the  Otoscan,  which 
was  “presented  for  the  first  time 
in  the  US  at  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  of  ENT  physicians  last 
September,  aroused  much  inter¬ 
est,  and  was  defined  by  some  of 
the  doctors  as  a  breakthrough  in 
treating  ear  infections." 

The  release  said  that  a  benefit 
of  the  laser  is  that  it  allows  perfo¬ 
ration  of  the  eardrum  in  a  split 
second  in  an  outpatient  clinic, 
“before  the  baby  has  a  chance  to 
move _ Until  now.  ENT  special¬ 

ists  had  two  types  of  treatment 
options:  antibiotics  or  inserting 
drainage  tubes  into  the  ear." 

See  LASER,  Page  3 


By  —CHAL  YUPEUMH 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  yesterday  colled  on 
Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordechai  and  Communications 
Minister  Umor  Livnat,  who  are 
wavering  between  staying  in  the 
Likud  and  quitting,  to  “stay  home” 
in  the  party. 

Mordechai  and  Livnat  met  for  an 
hour,  according  to  one  estimate, 
trying  to  coordinate  their  moves. 

“There  is  no  chance  of  my 

changing  my  positions  for  a  seal  or 
anything  else.”  Livnat  told 
Channel  1  yesterday,  when  asked 
about  the  possibility  of  joining 
Dan  Meridor’s  center  list,  “i’ll 
make  up  my  mind  soon.  It's  not  3 
matter  of  weeks  or  months,  but  a 
few  days.  Then  I'll  announce  what 
my  intentions  are." 


Settlers  won’t  endorse 
candidate,  Page  3 
Wcfaman  denies  meddling, 
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Likud  sources,  who  have  been 
saying  Livnat  was  on  the  brink  of 
leaving  the  party,  now  express 
hope  she’ll  stay. 

Mordechai,  who  met  with  Shas’s 
spiritual  mentor  Rabbi  Ovadia 
Yosef  earlier  this  week,  denied 
Channel  l's  report  that  Yosef  had 
implored  him  to  stay  in  the  Likud. 

“Only  you,  who  are  sensitive  to 
human  life,  can  lead  Netanyahu  to 
peace,”  Yosef  said  to  Mordechai, 
according  to  Channel  1. 

“The  meeting  was  between  the 
two  of  us.  no  one  else  was  there, 
and  what  you  reported  was  wrong. 
Yosef  didn't  implore  me  to  do  any¬ 
thing,  he  didn't  ask  me  to  stay  in 
the  Likud.  We  analyzed  the  situa¬ 
tion.  we  agreed  it  was  complicated 
and  required  further  consultation,” 
Mordechai  told  Channel  1.  He 
refused  to  say  what  his  future  plans 
are. 

Netanyahu  continued  sending 
emissaries  to  try  to  persuade 
Mordechai  to  stay  in  the  Likud.  He 
reportedly  promised  him  a  written 
commitment  to  appoint  him 
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MK  David  Levy  is  tracked  by  television  crews  at  the  Knesset  yesterday.  Levy  is  negotiating  the 
terms  of  a  political  partnership  with  Labor  Party  leader  Ehud  Barak.  <ap> 


defense  minister  in  the  next  cabi¬ 
net,  providing  he  is  elected  prime 
minister. 

Netanyahu  said  he  is  not  con¬ 
cerned  over  tbe  possibility  that 
Foreign  Minister  Ariel  Sharon 
would  run  against  him  for  prime 
minister,  following  Sharon’s  state¬ 
ment  that  “in  certain  circum¬ 
stances”  be  would  consider  such  a 
move. 

“I've  spoken  to  the  foreign  min¬ 
ister.  We’re  acting  toward  full 
cooperation  for  victory  in  tbe  elec¬ 
tions,  and  I  intend,  with  his  help. 


and  with  the  help  of  the  rest  of  our 
colleagues,  to  lead  the  government 
onward,  after  the  elections  as 
well,”  Netanyahu  said. 

Meanwhile,  Labor  Party  leader 
Ehud  Barak  is  making  efforts  to 
calm  the  ferment  in  the  party  over 
the  fledgling  agreement  between 
him  and  Gesher  head  David  Levy. 

Levy  denied  he  and  Barak  had 
discussed  reserving  the  second  or 
third  slot  on  Labor's  list  for  him¬ 
self,  and  another  two  or  three  slots 
for  other  Gesher  members. 

“Nothing  has  been  agreed.  When 


1  meet  Barak  and  he  tells  me  of  his 
idea  of  the  One  Israel  front,  it’s 
good  to  hear.  Beyond  that,  there's 
nothing  yet,”  Levy  said. 

Barak  called  on  Labor  MKs  to 
“show  responsibility  and  unite  for 
victory,  and  stop  imitating  the 
Likud  MKs.”  He  was  referring  to 
the  protests,  mainly  from  back¬ 
benchers,  who  fear  that  reserving 
places  for  Gesher  members  might 
jeopardize  their  chances  of  getting 
into  the  Knesset 

See  PM,  Page  2 


Levy  can  help  Barak  shed  loser  image 


Labor  Party  chairman  Ehud 
Barak  does  not  really  need  tangible 
gains  to  win  big  from  the  possible 
recruitment  of  Gesber’s  David 
Levy.  Labor  MK  Shlorao  Ben-Ami 
is  probably  right  in  judging  that 
Barak's  benefit  will  be  virtual. 

But  this  may  not  be  anything  to  be 
scoffed  at  in  an  age  of  virtual  reali¬ 
ty.  virtual  parties,  and  virtual  candi¬ 
dates. 

It  is  highly  debatable  that  Levy 
can  bring  Barak  any  more  voles 
than  those  of  his  extended  family. 
He  is  no  longer  the  outstanding 
spokesman  for  the  North  African 
community.  Those  who  cheered 
him  in  the  Likud  may  not  do  so 
once  be  is  in  Labor.  Besides,  the 
arena  now  abounds  with  populist 
politicians  who  learned  well  from 


Levy.  The  most 
recent  newcomer  to 
this  brand  of  poli¬ 
tics  is  Histadrot 
chairman  Amir 
Peretz. 

Whether  or  not  his  new  workers 
party  ever  gets  off  the  ground  is  a 
moot  point  It  may  be  no  more  than 
a  vehicle  to  promote  himself  in 
Labor  or  in  the  new  centrist  party. 

The  consensus  is  that  if  such  a 
party  is  ever  fielded,  it  will  flop.  But 
the  Peretz  venture  shows  that  Levy 
has  plenty  of  emulators. 

But  while  Levy  may  no  longer  be 
a  formidable  vote-getter,  be  can 
offer  Barak’s  cause  a  much  needed 
psychological  lift.  Barak  has  been 
tbe  primary  victim  of  the  so-far 
phantom  candidacy  of  Amnon 


ANALYSIS 


Lipkin-Shahak. 
Barak  was  not 
merely  overshad¬ 
owed.  The  explana¬ 
tion  for  Shahak’s 
entry  into  the  race 
continues  to  be  that  Barak  is  a  loser. 

Besides  the  blow  to  Barak's 
image,  malcontent  Laborites 
threaten  to  abandon  him  and  hitch 
a  ride  on  Sbahak’s  untarnished 
bandwagon. 

Levy  could  remedy  all  that 
Instead  of  Barak  appearing  like  one 
who  loses  support.  Levy  can 
instantly  bestow  on  him  tie  image 
of  one  who  attracts  new  allies.  At 
this  point  this  is  more  valuable  for 
Barak  than  ballots  in  the  box. 
Before  he  goes  after  votes,  Barak 
needs  to  shore  up  his  candidacy. 


If  Levy  makes  Barak  look  less 
like  a  loser,  he  will  make  it  more 
difficult  for  leading  Laborites  to 
flock  to  Shahak.  If  their  pretext 
would  be  that  Barak  cannot  win  or 
attract  support.  Levy  would  be 
proof  to  die  contrary.  This  might 
sway  the  genuinely  undecided. 

Those  who  have  made  up  their 
mind  against  Barak  will  leave,  but 
Levy's  co-option  will,  at  least  in 
appearance,  make  up  for  their 
depanure- 

Barak  is  willing  to  pay  the  price 
for  what  Levy  has  to  after.  He  will 
put  Levy  high  up  on  the  list  of  the 
Labor-led  One  Israel  bloc,  even  if 
that  means  pushing  his  own  party's 
luminaries  down.  " 

See  ANALYSIS,  Page  2 
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in  brief 


IWo  die  on  roads 

Yora  Mosbe,  20,  of  Ramat  Hasharon,  was  killed  yesterday  when  he 
was  thrown  from  his  motorcycle  after  h  hit  a  jaywalker  in  the  town. 
The  pedestrian,  34,  was  taken  to  the  Rabin  Medical  Center  in  fetah 
TBcvain.  serious  condition.  In  die  South,  an  unidentified  young  man 
was  killed  when  he  lost  control  of  the  stolen  car  he  was  driving  and 
overturned  near  Beersheba.  He  was  taken  to  Soroka  Hospital,  where 
he  died  of  his  injuries.  The  car  had  been  stolen  in  Yeroham.  Itim 


Katyusha  victims  visit  WeianaftS 

Keren  and  Golan  Hevroni,  who  lost  the  twins  Keren  was  carrying 
in  her  womb  when  she  was  hurt  during  the  recent  Katyusha  attacks 
on  Kiryar  Shmona.  will  be  spending  this  weekend  at  a  Jerusalem 
hotel,  courtesy  of  Beit  Kanassi. 

President  Ezer  Weizman  and  his  wife,  Reuma,  yesterday  wel¬ 
comed  the  Hevronis  to  Beit  Hanassi  and  also  extended  financial 
assistance  to  the  couple,  who  have  a  toddler  son.  The  Hevronis  had 
complained  in  the  media  thar  no  public  figures  came  to  extend  con¬ 
dolences  on  the  loss  of  the  two  fetuses.  Batsheva  Tsur 


Nariris  wins  Israel  Prize  for  art  history 

Hebrew  University  Prof.  BezaJel  Narids  is  the  winner  of  this 
year's  Israel  Prize  in  the  field  of  history 
of  art.  Education  Minister  Yitzhak  Levy 
announced  yesterday. 

The  prize  committee  announced  that 
Narkis  won  for  his  life's  work  in  the 
field,  particularly  for  his  research  in 
illuminated  Jewish  manuscripts  of  the 
Middle  Ages  and  the  Renaissance.  The 
committee  also  cited  his  training  of  gen¬ 
erations  of  students  in  the  field.  raariri« 

The  Israel  Prizes  will  be  awarded  on  Yom  _ _ 

Ha’atzmaut  (Efrgm  Kasbwk3 

Jerusalem  Post  Staff 


Patriots  going  home  for  New  Year 


US  Secretary  of  Defense  William  Cohen  has  authorized  the  return 
of  the  three  Patriot  batteries,  which  were  brought  here  from  Germany 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month.  They  were  originally  bought  in  for  a 
joint  US-European  command  (EUCOM)  and  IDF  rapid  response 
exercise,  and  were  kept  here  with  the  onset  of  the  crisis  in  toe  Gulf. 
This  week,  the  Patriots  and  a  majority  of  the  US  military  personnel 
that  accompanied  them,  have  returned  to  Germany.  Darma  Harman 


Germans  to  fight  Wye,  EU  linkage 


ByPAwmuiam 


Officials  in  Germany  -  which  will  assume 
the  presidency  of  the  European  Union 
tomorrow  -  have  indicated  that  they  will 
fight  linking  Israeli  participation  in  an  EU 
research  and  development  program  with 
implementation  the  Wye  accord. 

“Germany  sms  no  connection  between 
Israeli  participation  in  such  purely  scientific 
and  technical  cooperation  and  develop¬ 
ments  and  the  Middle  East  peace  process” 
an  official  at  the  German  Embassy  in  Tel 
Aviv  said  yesterday. 

He  added  that  the  German  presidency 
would  seek  to  finalize  the  matter  as  soon  as 
possible,  “all  the  more  since  Israel's  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  program  is  also  in  the  EU*s 
own  interest-” 


A  decision  on  Israel’s  participation  in  the 
R&D  program  is  to  be  taken  in  the  second 
week  of  January,  but  the  preliminary  decision 
taken  last  week  by  a  European  Council,  of 
Ministers  working  group  -  reportedly  spear¬ 
headed  by  the  French  -  was  not  to  include 
Israel  in  die  ElTs  5th  Framework  Program. 

This  means  that,  among  other  things, 
Israel  will  be  ineligible  to  receive  any  of  the 
14.96  billion  euros  (NTS  53.2b.)  in  R&D 
fending  that  is  to  be  given  out  overthe  next 
four  years,  or  to  participate  in  joint  scientif¬ 
ic  projects  with  toe  EU. 

It  was  under  toe  last  German  presidency, 
in  second  half  of  1994,  that  Israel  was  given 
a  privileged  status  in  relations  with  toe  EU, 
and  it  was  this  stains  that  then  served  as  toe 
basis  for  both  the  Israel-EU  trade  associa¬ 
tion  agreement  and  toe  R&D  agreement 


Since  1996,  when  it  joined,  Israel  has 
been  the  only  non-EU  .country  to  take  part 
in  toe  R&D  project 

‘There -is  a  special  relationship  between 
our  commies,  and  a  viral,  interest  on  our  part 
that  toe.  Isxael-EU  relationship  works'  out” 
said  a  German  offiriaL 
Germany  is  seen  by  many  in  toe  Foreign 
Ministry  as  “Israel’s  best  friend”  in  the  EU, . 
and  while  toe  presidency  does  not  have 
more  power  than  any  of  the  other  member 
states,  there  is  a  hope  that  during  their  six 
nv>nth<;  in  the  geay,  the  Germans  will  work 
to  better  the  somewhat  rocky  Israel-EU 
relationship. 


relationship. 

While  toe  question  of  toe  R&D  program 
is  prominent,  toe  matter  of  greatest  concern 
to  Israel  in  the  craning  months  is  toe  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  ElTs  attitude  toward  recognition 


Of  Palestinian  statehood,  should  it  be 

declared  in  May-  Theodor  WaUau 

German  Ambassador  Theocor  . 

Mrt*  S  £* 

ways  of  giving  it  a  bostafbUow'-up 

.  In  February,  cosfer- 

meeting  to  the  Washmgon  ^ 

ence,  at  be  discussed, 

tiuough.  *c.  fjfoit^f  these fends, 

mrilion  in  aid  annuauy:  .  <fill!v  -been 

in  recent  yeses.  building 

directed  and  the 

waste  disposal  projects  m 
West  Bank. 


Rabbinate  backs 
down  on  Jaffa 
New  Year’s  fete 


By  HAW  SHAPIRO 


New  Year's  Eve,  or  as  it  is 
known  to  many  Israelis, 
Sylvester  -  it  is  Sl  Sylvester’s 
day  -  is  due  to:  be  celebrated  in 
restaurants  and  hotels  throughout 
the  country,  including  in  the 
Neptune  Hall  in  Bat  Yam,  where 
the  Greek  Catholic  community  of 
Jaffa  is  to  hold  a  party  despite  toe 
efforts  of  toe  local  rabbinate. 

Following  a  warning  by  toe  Bat 
Yam  Religions  Council  that  it 
would  rescind  the  kashrut  certifi¬ 
cate  of  toe  hall  if  toe  party  took 
place,  the  community  petitioned 
the  High  Court. 

At  a  hearing  yesterday,  the 
legal  adviser  of  the  Chief 
Rabbinate  withdrew  ail  the 
objections  of  toe  Bat  Yam  rab¬ 


binate  to  toe  event,  agreeing  that 
those  holding  toe  party  could 
have  a  Christmas  tree,  display 
Christian  religious  symbols,  and 
invite  Jewish  guests,  without 
impinging  on  the  kashiut  of  toe 
hall. 

Yousef  Dik,  Jay  head  of  toe 
community,  said  he  fell  that  toe 
original  threat  of  toe  rabbinate 
had  been  racist  in  Intent,  but  said 
that  thanks  to  toe  court,  “we  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  in  a  democratic  soci¬ 
ety." 

He  added  that  toe  court  bad 
foiled  a  last-minute  effort  by  toe 
rabbinate  to  threaten  the  ball,  by 
ordering  the  kashrut  inspectors  to 
remain  on  the  premises  until  the 
party  ends,  so  that  the  rabbinate 
could  not  later  question  toe 
kashrut  of  toe  utensils. 


Expert  calls  for  public  body  to  oversee 

IDF  accident  probes 


By  MARGOT  DUDKEVITCH 


The  late  prime  minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  once  said  there  is  no  solace 
for  families  that  lose  their  sons  in 
military  accidents. 

No  matter  how  sophisticated 
army  technology  and  communi¬ 
cations  may  be,  friendly  fire  inci¬ 
dents  occur. 

Whether  such  mishaps  are 
caused  by  miscalculations  or  bad 
luck  is  irrelevant  in  their  after- 
math.  if  one  is  left  with  toe 
thought  that  perhaps  not  every¬ 
thing  is  being  done  to  avoid  their 
recurrence. 

Prof.  Stuart  Cohen,  a  senior 
research  fellow  at  Bar-Ilan 
University’s  Begin-Sadat  Center 
for  Strategic  Studies,  suggests 
establishing  a  parliamentary  or 
public  watchdog  body  to  oversee 
results  of  IDF  inquiries  into  all 
forms  of  accidents. 


The  main  tasks  of  such  a  body, 
would  be  to  ensure  that  toe  rcc-j 
ommendations  stemming  from 
such  inquiries  are  implemented. 


he  said.  However,  he  added,  toe 
IDF  is  best  equipped  to  conduct 
toe  actual  inquiries  into  acci¬ 
dents. 


Other Me 
incidents  t 


April  11  -  A  tank  mistakenly 
attempting  to  infiltrate  an 
July  2  -  A  unit  travelling  from  i 
south  Lebanon  was  mistaken  for 
who  opened  fire.  No  one  was  injt 
August  31  -  Shots  were  exchi 
diets  at  an  SLA  post  There  were} 
November  25  -  A  tank  fired  she 


fire  believing  terrorists  were 
Kaikoum.  No  one  was  injured, 
lah  Gate  to  the  Rehan  outpost  in 
wists  by  soldiers  in  the  outposL 


between  and  IDF  unit  and  sol- 
juries. 

)F  troops  manning  an  outpost 


at  Rehan  believing  they  were  terrorists.  No  one  was  injured. 

December  4  -  TWo  DDF  soldiers  and  an  SLA  soldier  were  wound¬ 
ed  when  an  IDF  combat  engineer  unit  on  an  ambush  was  spotted  by 
off-duty  SLA  soldiers  who  opened  fire,  believing  them  to  be 
Hizbullah  gunman.  The  IDF  troops  returned  fire.  Margot  Dudkevitch 


Cohen  insists  there  has  been  a 
general  decline  in  toe  number  of 
friendly  fire  fatalities  and  casual¬ 
ties  this  decade,  due  to  a  greater 
awareness  in  toe  IDF  and  also  an 
increased  public  involvement  and 
awareness.  .  sJ  ‘ 

Tragic  accidents  are  often 
caused  by  exhaust^&qop/ oper¬ 
ating  under  constant  pressure, 
said  CoL  (res.)  Moshe  Givati  on 
Israel  Radio  yesterday.  The  IDF 
constantly  carries  out  investiga¬ 
tions  and  reassessments  of  situa¬ 
tions  whether  there  are  mishaps 
or  not,  he  said. 

Despite  toe  sophisticated  tech¬ 
nology  toe  human  factor  cannot 
be  ignored.  Scores  of  operations 
are  carried  out  by  rroops  in 
Lebanon  daily,  he  said,  adding 
that  toe  soldiers  are  on  constant 
alert  and  often  have  to  make 
quick  decisions  whether  some¬ 
thing  they  saw  is  the  enemy. 


PM 
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There  is  also  unease  over  the 
talks  with  Internal  Security 
Minister  Avigdor  Kahalani,  of  The 
Third  Way,  who  may  join  the 
party,  and  Barak’s  efforts  to  get 
Mordechai  to  join  the  One  Israel 
front  Labor  MKs  grumbled  yes¬ 
terday  that  Barak  was  doing  to 
Labor  what  Netanyahu  did  to  the 


Likud  before  toe  last  elections, 
when  he  brought  in  outsiders  and 
wrecked  toe  party. 

MK  Shlomo  Ben-Ami,  who  has 
been  an  advocate  of  Labor's  open¬ 
ing  itself  to  a  wider  public,  com¬ 
mended  toe  agreement  with  Levy. 
But,  he  said,  “it’s  a  pity  Labor 
reached  figures  such  as  David 
Levy  30  years  late.” 

MK  Nissim  ZviUi,  who  is  still 
wavering  between  staying  in 
Labor  and  joining  Amnon  Lipkin- 


State  of  Israel  Bonds 

mourns  the  death  of 

MICHAEL  (MIKE)  LEVY  ri 

Former  Guest  Department  Director 

and  extends  heartfelt  sympathies 
to  his  wife  Chava  and  the  family 


Shahak’s  future  center  party,  said 
the  agreement  with  Levy  is  an 
“almost  desperate"  move  by  Barak 
to  prove  be  can  broaden  his  sup¬ 
port  beyond  the  Left. 

Labor’s  Knesset  faction  chair¬ 
man  Elie  Goldschmidt  welcomed 
Levy  and  Gesher,  saying  “Levy  is 
a  very  highly  regarded  personali¬ 
ty  and  very  close  to  Labor’s  polit¬ 
ical,  social,  and  economic  posi¬ 
tions.”  Goldschmidt  said  Gesher 
MKs  Maxim  Levy  and  Yehuda 
Lankri  would  be  “a  wonderful 
asset  to  Labor”  and  their  support 
would  emphasize  the  party’s 
intentions  to  work  for  and  repre¬ 
sent  all  toe  sectors. 

He  urged  his  colleagues  to 
receive  Levy  “warmly  and  cordial¬ 
ly,  rather  than  grudgingly”  and 
scolded  ZviUi  for  his  attack. 


MK  Binyamin  Ben-Eliezer  wel¬ 
comed  Levy  and  said,  “This  is  a 
vital  move  for  Barak's  policy  and 
is  good  for  Labor’s  opening  to 
new  groups.  This  will  advance 
Barak's  movement  One  Israel  to 
its  goal  of  forming  a  broad  front  of 
many  sectors  and  communities.” 

Meretz  leader  Yossi  Sarid  wel¬ 
comed  Levy’s  move  to  join  Barak. 
“Meretz  is  satisfied  with  the  link 
between  Barak  and  Levy  which 
broadens  the  social  front  of  the 
Labor  Party.  It  was  Meretz  which 
paved  the  way  when  it  established 
together  with  Gesher  toe  ‘Social 
Camp’  in  the  HistadruL  This  was 
toe  firsr  step.  It  was  the  right  direc¬ 
tion  and  it  is  good  to  see  there  is 
now  a  continuation,”  Sarid  said. 

Lint  Collins  contributed  to  this 
report. 
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BOSTON 


UNIVERSITY 


Master  of  Science  in  Management  Program 


The  staff,  faculty,  and  students 
offer  condolences  to 


Dr.  SAM  MENDLINGER 

on  the  passing  of  his 


FATHER 


While  Laborites  may  swallow 
that,  they  are  sure  to  have  a  harder 
time  sacrificing  their  own  safe 
slots  ou  toe  Knesset  list  for  Levy's 
cronies.  That  is  what  caused  toe 
deal  Levy  was  negotiating  with  toe 
Likud  just  a  month  ago  to  fall 
through. 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  was  willing  to  let  Levy 
have  inordinate  representation  in 
toe  likudcemral  committee  as  a 
means  to  winning  those  safe  slots 
for  toe  next  Knesset.  But  toe  party 
MKs,  led  by  rebel  Communications 
Minister  Dmorliviiar,  foiled  than 

Barak  knows  toe  row  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  into  toe  finance  portfolio 
but  with  finding  Levy  a  new  polit¬ 
ical  home.  The  recent  local  elec¬ 


tions  proved  that  Gesher  is  a  virtu¬ 
al  faction  with  no  electoral 
prospects  whatever.  This  sent 
Levy  scurrying  back  to  the  Likud. 

Were  it  not  for  Livnat,  Levy 
would  be  there  now  and  no  early 
elections  would  have  been  called. 

Aware  of  all  this,  Barak  urged 
Labor’s  MKs  to  keep  mum  and  not 
take  a  leaf  out  of  Livnat ’s  book. 
The  last  thing  he  wants  is  for  Levy 
to  take  umbrage,  and  he  knows 
bow  touchy  Levy  can  get  and  how 
unpredictable  and  difficult  he  is  to 
get  along  with. 

Barak  knows  toe  only  reason 
Levy  is  not  in  the  Likud  now  as 
Netanyahu’s  ardent  booster  is  toe 
fact  that  he  was  denied  toe 
Knesset  slots  for  which  be  asked. 
As  a  result  Levy  went  shopping  in 
another  supermarket  and  Barak  is 
not  about  to  let  this  business 
opportunity  slip  away. 


Don’t  Waste  Even... 


A  Single 


Tit 


Wanted  rapist 

Tel  Aviv  police  hope  this  baseball  cap  and  composite  picture  will  lead  to  the  capture  of  the  man 
who  raped  a  woman  in  her  Ramat  Gan  apartment  early  on  the  morning  of  December  13.  His 
cap  fell  off  while  he  was  straggling  with  the  victim,  and  he  realized  this  only  after  fleeing.  He 
returned  minutes  later  and  demanded  his  cap,  but  the  woman  refused  to  let  him  in.  Anyone 
with  information  that  could  lead  to  the  arrest  of  the  rapist  should  call  (03)  545-4433,  (03)  545- 
4616,  (03)  545-4209,  or  (03)  545-4549.  tMSn» 
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The  advance  unit  was  not,  how¬ 
ever.  in  the  place  it  was  supposed 
to  be.  and  the  soldiers  in  the  rear 
squad  apparently  had  every  reason 
to  believe  the  silhouettes  were 
those  of  gunmen,  not  their  com¬ 
rades. 

According  to  the  initial  investiga¬ 
tion,  Nissim  radioed  Lapid  and 
asked  for  permission  to  open  fire. 
Lapid  gave  the  order,  apparently 
without  first  making  all  necessary 
checks.  In  fact,  be  gave  permission 
for  his  own  soldiers  in  toe  rear  to 
open  fire  on  himself  and  his  unit. 

“Apparently,  as  a  result  of  an 
error  of  judgment,  toe  unit  com¬ 
mander.  after  a  few  checks,  gave 
permission  for  the  [rear)  unit  to 
open  fire,”  said  Brig.-Gen.  Effi 
(Fein)  Eitam,  Galilee  commander. 

“The  unit  commander  and  other 
soldiers  at  the  point  saw  toe  shoot¬ 
ing  from  behind  and  returned  fire 
[at  the  rear  unit),  and  as  a  result  of 
this  two-way  fire,  the  soldiers 
were  hit,”  said  Eitam. 

According  to  the  initial 
inquiries.  Lipid  did  not  inform  toe 
rear  squad  that  he  had.  lost  his  way 
or  give  them  details  of  toe  advance 
party’s  movements,  which  would 
have  enabled  the  troops  behind  to 
identity  them  from  the  location. 

Eitam  said  that  from  toe  initial 
findings,  it  appears  the  main  rea¬ 
son  for  toe  accident  was  a  "series 
of  professional  errors  and  mis¬ 
takes  in  judgment  on  toe  part  of 
the  unit  commander." 

He  declined  to  comment  about 
reports  that  toe  soldiers  them¬ 
selves  bad  complained  about 
Lapid’s  lack  of  professionalism, 
and  in  particular  Ids  previous  nav¬ 
igational  mistakes. 

A  report  on  Israel  Radio  said  rha? 
senior  officers  in  toe  Golani  Brigade 
were  aware  of  Lapid’s  shortcom¬ 
ings,  but  he  bad  been  left  in  his  post 

due  to  manpower  problems. 

..The  IDF  Spokesman  said  the 
findings  and  toe  recommendations 
of  a  formal  inquiry  will  be  present-' 
ed  to  OC  Northern  Command  Mai  - 
Gen.  Gabi  Ashkenazy  next  week. 
Zach’s  death  brought  to  23  toe 


number  of  IDF  soldiers  killed  in 
Lebanon  this  year,  in  addition  to 
an  Israeli  civilian  who  died  in  a 
bomb  blast  in  toe  security  zone. 

Zach  is  survived  by  his  parents, 
grandparents,  an  older  sister,  Adva. 
23,  and  a  younger  sister.  Aviv,  12. 

MK  Yossi  Berlin  (Labor),  aleader 
of  the  movement  far  Lebanon  with¬ 
drawal,  said  toe  incident  shows  that 
“this  zone  is  not  a  security  zone.  It’s 
an  insecurity  zone  " 

Beilin  was  speaking  during  a 
debate  in  the  Knesset  on  toe  recent 
killing  of  Lebanese  civilians  and 


the  subsequent  Katyusha  attacks. 

MK  Michael  Nudelman  (Yisrael 
Ba"  aliya)  called  on  all  MKs  push¬ 
ing  for  a  unilateral  withdrawal  to 
“first  like  me  come  and  live  in 
Kiryat  Shmona." 

He  said  Israel  is  sending  out  a 
message  of  weakness  and  giving  in, 
and  Hizbullah  is  jumping  on  toe 
opportunity  and  bas  said  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  attack  Israelis  even  after  a 
withdrawal. 

Margot  Dudkevitch.  Nina 
Gilbert,  Liat  Collins,  and  Itim 
contributed  to  this  report. 


Ministry  of  the  Interior 
Tender  No.  42/98 


Request  for  Proposal  (RFP) 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  hereby  requests  proposals 
for  the  preparation  of  a  Comprehensive  Integrated 
National  Outline  Scheme  for  Water  Land  Uses 
Management;  Use,  Treatment  and  Regulation. 


This  RFP  is  intended  for  those  interested  in  submitting 
a  detailed  woric  plan  proposal,  according  to  the  RFP’s 
specifications  which  may  be  purchased  for  a  fee  of 
NIS  600  from  Yosef  Grinzweig,  Director  of  Facilities, 
The  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  Kiryat  Ben  Gurion,  2 

^  Jerusalem,  from  January  3, 

1999  to  January  14, 1999  between  9  am.  and  1p.m. 


The  Ministry  reserves  the  right  to  disqualify  any 
J52P?^ ^ect  manager  or  members 
^  5"h“a  °f  interests  between 

lnLnimCttand  Professional; or  business 
documwfe  ^  38  fcrther  st|Pu|ated  in  the  tender 


12nTOn  ^ c,atefors^Pmission  is  February- 18,  1999at 
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Bill  defeated  to  raise  election  threshold  to  5% 


-  ,  W 


By  ICHA  GILBERT  and  L1AT  COLLHlfi 

A  bill  that  would  raise  the  threshold  for 
&  party's  entry  into  the  Knesset  to  five 
percent  of  the  vote  from  1 5%  was  easi¬ 
ly  defeated  yesterday  in  preliminary 
reading. 

MK  Meir  Sheetrit  (Likud),  the  sponsor 
of  the  bill,  said  “the  threshold  of  1 .5%  is 
a  cause  of  much  fragmentation  in  die 
political  system  and  the  proliferation  of 
parties.  In  this  situation,  I  expect  that  in 
die  next  Knesset  there  wifi  be  20  parties. 
The  Knesset  is  being  dissolved  now 
because  of  this  fragmentation.*' 

Sheetrit  said  the  Knesset  should  pass 
the  law  in  order  to  convince  small  parties 
to  unite  into  bigger  parties. 


MK  Tamar  Gazans  ky  (Hadash).  inter¬ 
jected:  “You  united,"  referring  to  the 
joint  Gesher-Likud  Tsomer  list,-  “and 
look  at  how  you  have  become  divided.” 

At  the  same  time.  Sheetrit  said  he  was 
not  specifically  committed  to  5%  but 
would  like  to  work  on  reaching  an 
acceptable  number  with  other  MKs  seek¬ 
ing  a  similar  reform. 

MK  Shevah  Weiss  (Labor)  said  he  was 
opposed  to  legislation  that  is  aimed  at 
influencing  a  particular  election  by  those 
who  are  fearful  of  what  is  on  the.  politi¬ 
cal  horizon. 

Raising  the  threshold  “is  a  most  sensi¬ 
tive  issue,"  he  said,  adding  that  the  sys¬ 
tem  is  based  on  a  wide  representation  of 
all  groups  in  society. 


“The  implication  of  such  an  increase  is 
the  unnatural  elimination  of  public 
groups  which  have  a  right  to  express 
opinions  here”  he  said. 

He  said  that  when  he  was  Speaker  in 
the  last  Knesset,  he  was  also  opposed  to 
the  decision  to  boost  the  threshold  point 
from  l%io  1.5%. 

Among  the  11  MKs  who  supported  the 
bill  were  members  of  smaller  parties, 
including  National  Religious  Pwty  MKs 
Hanan  Porat,  Avner  Shaki,  and 
Shmaryahu  Ben-Zur,  and  Yisrael 
Ba’aliya  MKs  Marina  Solodkm  and 
Roman  Bronfman. 

However,  among  the  63  MKs  from 
across  the  political  spectrum  who  voted 
against  the  proposal,  all  but  25  Labor 


MKs  and  Likud  MK  Gideon  Ezra  were 
from  the  smaller  parties  in  the  Knesset. 

Naomi  Blumenthal,  who  verted  for  the 
proposal,  blasted  the  Labor  Party  MKs 
who  came  out  in  full  force  to  defeat  the 
measure. 

After  the  vote,  Sheetrit  said:  Today 
the  Labor  Party  has  shown  its  one  face. 
The  party  is  closing  its  eyes  while  the 
political  system  is  falling  apart  into 
small  fragments  " 

Meanwhile,  Ben-Zur  also  presented  a 
similar  private  member's  bill  to 
Sbeerrir's,  which  would  increase  the 
threshold  to  2%.  It  will  be  voted  on  aL  a 
later  stage. 

The  Knesset  Law  Committee  yester¬ 
day  approved  for  first  reading  a  bill  by 


MK  Yael  Dayan  (Labor)  cutting  the 
required  cooling-off  period  for  senior 
public  servants  and  military  figures 
wanting  to  enter  politics. 

Under  the  bill  the  senior  public  offi¬ 
cials  and  high-ranking  officers  would  be 
able  to  run  for  Knesset  50  days  after 
leaving  their  posts. 

This  would  cut  the  current  cooling-off 
period  in  half.  The  committee  hopes  to 
expedite  the  legislation  so  it  can  pass 
second  and  third  reading  before  this 
Knesset  is  dissolved  for  the  elections. 

A  bill  by  MK  Ruby  Rivlin  (Likud) 
calling  for  a  one-year  cooling-off  period 
will  be  discussed  at  a.  later  dale. 

The  committee  also  approved  for  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  reading  a  bill  by  commit¬ 


tee  chairman  Hanan  Porat  (NRP.)  under 
which  if  the  government  falls  in  a  no- 
confidence  motion  in  the  prime  minister, 
elections  would  be  held  within  90  days 
and  not  60  days  as  currently. 

It  also  decided  to  forward  a  bill  under 
which  for  a  period  of  120  days  before 
elections,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  file 
motions  of  no-confidence  in  the  prime 
minister. 

This  is  to  prevent  the  current  situation 
in  which  theoretically  even  after  the 
Knesset  has  decided  to  go  to  early  elec¬ 
tions  under  the.Dissolution  Law  or  short¬ 
ly  before  scheduled  general  elections, 
the  government  could  still  fall  in  a  no- 
confidence  motion  and  be  forced  to  go  to 
the  polls  even  earlier. 


Tibi:  Arafat  or 
Knesset,  not  both 


-s. 


•  IF  AHMED 
Tibi  decides  to 
run  for  the 
Knesset,  he  will 
resign  his  post  as 
political  adviser 
to  Palestinian 
Authority 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat,  he  said 
yesterday. 

“Although  I  would  not  be  legal- 
.  to  required  to  do  so,  I  would  resign 
&hs  Arafat’s  adviser]  because  I  like 
Ao  concentrate  on  one  task  at  a 
time,"  he  said. 

Tibi,  originally  from  Taibe  and 
now  a  resident  of  Jerusalem,  has 
been  accused  repeatedly  by  the 
Right  of  exhibiting  dual  loyalty 
because  be  is  an  Israeli  citizen 
working  for  Arafat  He  insists, 
though,  that  he  is  doing  nothing 
wrong,  because  Israel  and  the  PA 
are  no  longer  enemies,  but  part¬ 
ners...  ...... 

Tibi  ran  for  the  Knesset'  in  1996, 
but  aborted  his  campaign  shortly 
before  the  election.  The  reasons, 
he  said,  were  because  Arafat  want¬ 
ed  him  to  stay  on,  and  because  he 
didn't  want  to  take  the  chance  of 
faUinfe  to  win  a  seat  and  thereby 
wasting  his  supporters'  votes. 

Tibi's  party,  the  Arab  Movement 
for  Change,  decided  over  the 
weekend  to  nm  again.  Tibi,  how¬ 
ever,1  said  he  has  not  yet  made  up 
iri$jBind  whether  to  bead  the  list. 

•  ■^fljjoymyjobaspofiticafadws- 
p  ^President  Arafat.  I  find  it  fasci¬ 
nating  and  satisfying.  The  greater 
likelihood  is  that  I  will  not  run  for 
the  Knesset,"  he  said,  adding  that 
this  time  be  will  decide  strictly 
according  to  “personal  considera¬ 
tions ’’not  Arafat’s. 

•  FORMER  chief  of  General 
Staff  Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  will 
tour  Kiryat  Shinona  and  other 
communities  on  the  northern  bor¬ 
der  today.  He  will  meet  with  com¬ 
munity  leaders  and  visit  homes 
damaged  in  last  week's  Katyusha 
attack,  and  intends  to  make  a  state¬ 
ment  regarding  security  and  state 
affairs  in  Tel  Hal. 

Shahak,  who  is  forming  a  center 
party,  hopes  to  present  his  nucleus 
of  a  team  at  a  press  conference 


■  s 
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next  Tuesday, 
after  the  Knesset 
approves  the 
date  for  early 
elections. 
Friends  and  pos¬ 
sible  political 
allies  trooped  to 
Shahak’s  new  offices  yesterday, 
including  Histadrut  chairman  Anur 
Peretz,  who  yesterday  morning 
announced  be  was  thinking  of  set¬ 
ting  up  a  workers'  party. 

■  KNESSET  Speaker  Dan 
Ticbon  yesterday  proposed  to  the 
House  Committee  that  the  plenum 
not  convene  during  February, 
when  MKs  will  be  busy  with  pri¬ 
mary  election  campaigns.  It  would 
meet  in  special  sessions  if  neces¬ 
sary.  he  said. 

Tkhon  also  said  die  work  of  the 
plenum  should  be  drastically  cut 
from  February  1  to  prevent  MKs 
from  using  the  pre-election  period 
to  pass  populistic  bills  which  could 
be  a  huge  (bain  on  public  funds. 

Tichon  said  even  after  February, 
it  might  be  necessary  to  cut  the 
number  of  days  a  week  the  plenum 
convenes  and  promised  he  would 
do  everything  to  stop  bills  aimed 
at  “buying"  a  certain  sector  from 
coming  up  for  a  vote  before  the 
elections. 

In  the  period  preceding  the  last 
elections,  so  many  MKs  were 
absent  from  th^  House  that  then 
Speaker  Shevah  Weiss  ordered  an 
early  spring  recess,  after  a  series 
of  bills  passed  into  law  on  the 
basis  of  the  votes  of  the  two  and 
three  MKs  present. 

The  Knesset  this  year  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  start  its  Pessah  recess 
March  19. 

•  ARYE  Shumer,  director-gener¬ 
al  of  Beit  Hanassi.  said  yesterday 
be  would  not  enter  the  election 
race.  Shumer  said  he  had  received 
“various  offers,  including  from  the 
Labor  Party,"  but  had  turned  them 
ail  down. 

“I  have  been  with  [Ezer 
Wei zm an  ]  for  17  years  now  and  I 
don't  intend  to  leave  him.  My  mis¬ 
sion  lies  in  my  present  position,” 
Shumer  said. 
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The  disadvantage  of  antibiotics, 
she  wrote,  is  that  they  can  create  a 
population  of  resistant  microbes 
and  cause  side  effects,  while  the 
tubes  have  to  be  inserted  under 
general  anesthesia  and  water  must 
be  kept  out  of  the  ear.  Over  the 
past  two-and-a-half  years.  Dr. 
Cohen  used  Ota  scan  on  30  babies, 
16  children,  and  15  adults,  and  “it 
was  found  very  effective  in  babies 
up  to  the  age  of  two  with  acute  ear 
infections.” 

The  hospital  spokeswoman  said 
it  “was  not  Shaare  Zedek  that 
claimed  it  to  be  a  breakthrough; 
we  were  just  quoting  American 
doctors  who  said  it  was." 

Podoshin  said  that  “there  is  no 
danger  in  inserting  drainage  tubes 
under  general  anesthesia,  and  mak¬ 
ing  a  hole  in  an  eardrum  using  a 
tiny  knife  is  very  effective  when 
long-term  tube  drainage  is  not 
required.  The  efficacy  of  laser-made 
holes  has  not  been  proven  in  any 
basic:  research.  It’s  a  waste  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars  per  device. 
Now  that  it  has  gotten  widespread 
publicity,  parents  will  insist  on  get¬ 
ting  high-tech  lasers,  and  Dr.  Cohen 
will  have  to  boy  four  Otoscans  to 
cope  with  the  "demancL  I  would  pre¬ 
fer  to  see  the  device  tested  on  500 
lab  animals  and  only  then  have  it 
used  on  babies.” 

Prof.  Dov  Ophfr.head  of  the 
"ENT- deparfm  eST  at  ’Meir’Hospital 
In  Kfar  Sava,  said  tire  stories  on 
TV  and  in  one  newspaper  resulted 
.  in  “many  ENT  specialists  calling 
each  other  angrily  objecting  to  tite- 
publicity,  which  was  not  backed 
up  by  an  objective  study.  There  are 
advantages  and  disadvantages  to 
each  type  of  treatment;  but  laser 
treatment  isn’t  quicker  than  the 
knife,  and  lasers  in  a  baby’s  ear 
could  be  risky  too.” 

Prof.  Yona  Kronenbog,  .director 
of  ENT  at  Sheba  Hospital  in  Tel. 
Hasbomer,  said  making  laser  holes 
in  eardrums  is  “a  good  treatment, 
but  it  should  be  offered  only  for 


special  cases  of  chronic  ear  infec¬ 
tions  and  not  to  the  wide  range  of 
patientsr  It  isn't  a  breakthrough., 
and  its  efficacy  over  conventional 
methods  has  not  been  proven  in  a 
clear-cut  way." 

Prof.  Yosef  Elidan,  head  of  the 
ENT  department  at  Hadassah- 
University  Hospital  in  Jerusalem’s 
Ein  Kerem,  declared  that  laser 
treatment  “doesn't  replace  con¬ 
ventional  treatment  It’s  a  techni¬ 
cal  innovation,  but  it  needs  the 
backing  of  evidence-based  med¬ 
ical  research  ” 

Dr.  James  Reilly,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Pediatric 
ENT  .  Society  who  is  testing  the 
Otoscan  at  the  Dupont  Children's 
Hospital  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  said  in  a  phone  inter¬ 
view  that  his  department  paid 
$28,000  for  the  device  as  an  add¬ 
on  to  an  existing  Sharplan  laser. 
The  laser  hole  remains  open  for 
two  to  four  weeks,  while  tubes  can 
remain  In  anywhere  from  four 
weeks  to  a  year  or  two,  requiring 
antibiotic  “overkill”  in  some 
patients. 

.  “I  still  insert  tubes,  but  for  a 
select  population  of  kids  who  are 
high  risk,"  a  laser  hole  is  prefer¬ 
able,  he  said.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  1998.  he  used  the  laser 
effectively  on  60  children  out  of 
500;  tubes  were  inserted  in  the  rest 
of  them. 

His  studies  were  not  random¬ 
ized,  controlled,  and  double-blind. 
Nevertheless,  he  predicted  that  in 
two-te  five  years,  specialized  cen¬ 
ters  in  the  US  would  be  estab¬ 
lished  to  handle  chronic  middle 
ear  infections  with  laser  treatment. 
Surprised  by  opposition  among 
leading  Israeli  ENTs,  he  suggested 
that  they  may  be  “conservative  and 
unwilling  to  try  new  techniques.” 
■The  Health  Ministry's  Sheffer 
said  that  only  medical  devices  that 
release  radiation  have  to  get  min¬ 
istry  approval.  “We  see  this  is  a 
big  problem,  so  we  have  prepared 
legislation  that  will  give  my 
department  powers  to  examine 
and/or  approve  all  medical 
devices  "  he  said. 


Qurei:  Elections  won’t 
delay  independence 
declaration 


Settler  leaders  meet  last  night  in  Jerusalem,  where  they  decided  not  to  back  any  candidate  for 
prime  minister.  muh  m 

Settlers  council  decides  not  to 
endorse  any  candidate  for  PM 


By  BEN  LYHHELP 

The  Palestinian  Authority  will 
not  change  its  plans  to  declare 
independence  on  May  4  in  order  to 
boost  the  Labor  Party  in  ihe  elec¬ 
tions,  Palestinian  Legislative 
Council  Speaker  Ahmed  Qurei 
indicated  in  remarks  published 
yesterday. 

“That  is  a  historic,  earnest,  and 
significant  day  and  the  Palestinian 
decision  in  this  regard  has  not 
changed,”  he  told  Al-Ayam  daily. 

Qurei  stressed  that  the  PA  would 
not  seek  to  help  any  Israeli  party  by 
delaying  the  declaration.  Although 
he  did  not  mention  Labor  by  name, 
it  was  clear  that  his  remarks  were 
intended  to  combat  any  impression 
that  the  PA  would  accommodate 
Labor's  opposition  to  a  May  4  dec¬ 
laration,  which  party  leaders  are 
concerned  will  help  the  Right  in  the 
.  May  17  vote. 

'  “We  are  not  giving  bribes  to  the 
rival  Israeli  parties,  our  issue  is  the 
•  peace  and  we  hope  the  elections 
!will  result  in  the  Israelis  respecting 
'our  legitimate  rights,"  Qurei  said. 

May  4  is  the  date  that  the  inter¬ 
im  self-rule  arrangements  between 
Israel  and  the  Palestinians  that 
were  reached  as  part  of  the  Oslo 
process  are  due  to  expire. 
Palestinian. leaders  have  repeated- 
id  that  giypjHbe  absence  of 
-sfaijft:  aifahgSments,  they 
unilaterally  declare  a  state  on 

ay,  PIomptiM Warnings  of  a 
reSporffcfc'^ Trom  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu. 

.  An  alternative  possibility  is  that 
the  interim  period  be  extended  by 
agreement  of  both  sides. 

:  Labor  Party  spokesman  Yitzhak 
Rabihiya  reacted  to  Qurei's 
‘  remarks.  “We  are  convinced 
Netanyahu  has  caused  this  with 


his  unreliable,  umalented  handling 
of  the  Oslo  agreements  under  the 
pressure  of  the  extreme  Right”  he 
said.  “The  Labor  Parry  expresses 
its  hope  that  the  PA  will  not  act 
unilaterally  in  a  fashion  that 
negates  the  [Oslo]  agreement  and 
asserts  that  both  Israel  and  the 
Palestinians  should  adhere  to  the 
Oslo  Accords.” 

Likud  spokeswoman  Ron  it 
Eckstein  rejected  the  criticism  of 
Netanyahu,  saying:  “We  don't 
need  the  election  campaign  to 
know  that  Barak  and  [Amnon 
Lipkin-]  Shahak  are  the  safety  net 
for  ail  of  [PA  Chairman  Yasser] 
Arafat’s  demands.” 

A  leading  Palestinian  analyst, 
Khalil  Shikaki.  said  that  Qurei’s 
remarks  do  not  constitute  a  final 
decision  on  the  matter.  That  still 
needs  to  be  reached  by  Arafat  and 
his  deputy.  Mahmoud  Abbas,  who 
will  have  the  last  w’ord. 

In  Ihe  view  of  Shikaki.  who  heads 
the  Center  for  Palestinian  Research 
and  Studies  in  Nablus,  if  Arafat 
backs  off  from  the  date  without 
stringent  conditions,  it  will  consti¬ 
tute  a  devastating  blow  to  the  entire 
Palestinian  national  movement.  The 
conditions  are  Israeli  specification 
that  statehood  lies  ahead,  a  total 
freeze  on  settlement  activity,  a  sub¬ 
stantial  redeployment,  and  a  “semi- 
state”  status  in  which  Palestinians 

control  their  borders.  * . 

•  “A  state-  is  the  whole  raison  tfefire 
of  the- Palestinian-  movement," 
Shikaki  said.  “If  they  don’t  declare, 
they  wifi  have  to  provide  an 
answer.  The  whole  credibility  of 
the  Palestinian  movement  becomes 
questionable.  1  think  Hamas  and 
Islamic  Jihad  are  likely  to  see  in 
this  an  indication  of  the  collapse  of 
the  whole  Palestinian  national 
movement." 


By  MARGOT  DUPKEWTCH 

After  a  three-hour  heated  discussion,  the  board 
of  the  Council  of  Jewish  Communities  in  Judea, 
Samaria,  and  Gaza  yesterday  derided  that  council 
members  would  refrain  from  endorsing  any  prime 
ministerial  candidate  and  would  be  allowed  to  vote 
as  they  wish. 

Spokeswoman  Yehudit  Tayar  said  the  council, 
which  is  comprised  of  members  from  different 
political  spheres,  does  not  recognize  any  party.  The 
political  situation  is  so  unclear  that  members 
derided  it  would  be  premature  to  vote  on  which 
candidate,  it  supports,  she  added. 

Yesterday’s  meeting  in  Jerusalem  culminated  a 
frenzied  few  weeks  til  at  threatened  to  topple  the 
council  leadership.  However,  a  consensus  was 
reached  that  the  council  must  do  everything  to  pro¬ 
mote  security,  development,  and  construction  in  all 
the  communities  it  represents,  said  Tayar. 


Many  council  members  wbo  are  disappointed 
with  Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu's  lead¬ 
ership  realize  that  their  calls  to  topple  the  govern¬ 
ment  may  have  been  premature,  as  there  appears  to 
be  no  alternative.  Some  declared  that  while  the 
intent  was  to  strengthen  Netanyahu  and  prevent 
him  from  bowing  to  US  pressure,  the  move 
boomeranged. 

Netanyahu  met  with  several  council  leaders  in 
his  Jerusalem  office  last  night  to  discuss  their  pos¬ 
sible  involvement  in  the  election  campaign,  Itim 
reported.  His  spokesman  denied  reports  that 
Netanyahu  had  offered  council  chairman  Aharon 
Domb  a  job  as  head  of  the  Likud  inform  anon 
effort.  “  . 

Some  council  members  are  in  the  midst  of 
intense  preparations  to  establish  Tekuma,  while 
others  such  as  staunch  Likud  representative  Benny 
Kashriel,  the  mayor  of  Ma'aleh  Aduraim,  continue 
to  support  Netanyahu,  said  Tayar. 


SACRED  BOUNTY  -  SACRED  LAND 

The  Seven  Species  of  the  Land  of  Israel 
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Special  50th  Aaniedsaiy  exhibition 


Daily  guided  tours  in  Hebrew  and  English 
Easy  guide  highlight  tour  of  the  main  exhibition  -  free  with  general  admission. 


ar  20:30 

Music,  Wine  and  Cheese  in  the  Museum 
(museum  opens  at  20:00) 
Duo  Classics, 
Classical  and  Spanish  music 
Wendy  Eisler-Kasby,  flute 
Orly  La  van,  guitar 


Wednesday,  January  6  at  19m30t 
Prof.  Shalom  Paul,  Head  of  the 
Bible  Dept,  at  the  Hebrew 
University,  lectures  on  "The  Large 
World  ofthcMikra"  (Hebrew). 
Lecture  free  with  admission  to  the 
Museqm.  - 


M  Bible  Lands  Museum  Jerusalem 

I  teL  023611 066-25  Granot  St  Museum  Row  Bus-Routes  9, 17, 24, 99 
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*  ferae/i  choreographer 
Aflia  Brud,  in  collaboration 
with  the  innovative  Israeli 


30tfl  ANNIVERSARY  GALA  PERFORMANCE 

JANUARY  7,  1999  at  8:30  p.m. 
TEL-AViv  PERFORMING  ARTS  CENTER 
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Weizman  denies  meddling  in 


By  BATSHEVA  TSUR 


Beit  Hanassi  last  night  denied  allega¬ 
tions  that  President  Ezer  Weizman  had 
interfered  in  the  electoral  process  by  try¬ 
ing  to  influence  Labor  Party  leader  Ehud 
Barak  and  former  chief  of  General  Staff 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  to  run  together 
“so  as  not  to  divide  the  Left.’’ 

The  denial  came  hours  after  Likud 
politicians  called  for  Weizman  to  be 
removed  from  office  and  followed  sharp 
criticism  from  left-wing  circles. 
Weizman,  who  has  been  talking  with 
political  leaders  since  the  decision  to 
hold  early  elections,  then  cancelled  a 
planned  meeting  with  Shahak  yesterday 


rooming. 

According  to  the  lead  story  in  yester¬ 
day’s  Ha'aretz,  Weizman  had  told  “cer¬ 
tain  political  figures"  with  whom  he  met 
in  the  past  few  days  that  unless  the  two 
joined  forces,  they  would  not  be  able  to 
topple  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Weizman ’s  bureau  chief,  Arye  Shumer, 
described  the  report  as.  “a  journalistic 
fabrication" 

Questioned  earlier  about  the  report, 
Weizman  had  said  that  Barak  and  Shahak 
"are  big  boys.  They  can  decide  them¬ 
selves  what  to  do.”  He  said  he  would  not 
relate  one  way  or  the  other  to  the  report 
“I’ll  behave  myself,  but  TU  do  what  I 


think  is  best  for  the  State  of  Israel,"  he 
added. 

But  as  the  wave  of  protests  grew  , 
Weizman  apparently  felt  obliged  to  deny 
the  report 

Health  Minister  Yeboshua  Matza  was 
the  first  to  call  on  the  president  to  step 
down.  “The  institution  of  the  presidency 
is  sick,”  he  said  in  a  Channel  2  interview. 
“The  basic  principles  according  to  which 
a  president  must  act  have  been 
destroyed...  This  is  a  case  where  the 
Knesset  should  step  in  to  depose  the 
president  Unfortunately,  the  time  is  too. 
short” 

The  sentiment  was  seconded  by  Likud 
MK  Doron  Shmueli,  who  said  Weizman 


had  to  act  within  the  limits  of  his  office 
during  an  election  campaign. 

Tm  prepared  to  bet  that  [Weizman] 
did  not  do  that  even  though  he's  capable 
of  such  a  thing  ”  Labor  MK  Binyamin 
Ben-Eliezer  said  “I’ve  known  Weizman 
for  30  or  35  years,  and  he  would  not  do 
such  a  thing.  The  idea  of  Barak  and 
Shahak  running  together  is  good  and 
they’ve  attributed  it  to  Weizman." 

He  added  that,  if  Weizman  had  never¬ 
theless  made  such  a  remark  in  a  private 
conversation,  that  is  his  prerogative  “as : 
long  as  he  does  not  say  tins  in  public." 

But  not  many  others  were  prepared  to 
come  to  die  president’s  assistance. 

Meretz  MK  Dedi  Zucker  said  that  “the 


Left  is  qm'te  capable  of  getting 10 
by  daeat.  means,"  and  without 
Wrizman’s  help. 

“The  president  has  to  keep  out  of  poli¬ 
tics  if  respect  for  the  presidency 
important  to  him.  This  is  a  violation  o 

the  presidential  institution, "^lCtersmd. 

And  to  the  Likud,  he  added  that  it  had 
no  right  to  criticize  the  president  after  me 
prime  minister  tried  to  replace  mm  oy 
running  a  candidate  against  him  for  tn 
presidency,  for  the  first  time  in  the  coun¬ 
try’s  history.  .  .  ,  A 

Weizman  did  hold  another  scheduled 
meeting  -  with  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordecbai.  According  to  Shumer,  they 
discussed  defense  matters- 


Expert: 

President  i 

has  lost  his 

credibility 


MKs  ready  bill  seeking 
equal  opportunities 
for  women  in  IDF 


By  UAT  COLLINS 


The  Knesset  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Defense  Committee  yesterday 
readied  for  first  reading  an  equal 
opportunities  bill  under  which  all 
the  jobs  available  to  men  in  the  IDF 
would  also  be  open  to  women  sol¬ 
diers. 

The  bill  was  initiated  by  Meretz 
MKs  Naomi  Chazan,  Ran  Cohen 
and  Anar  Maor. 

Chazan  called  the  bill  a  “break¬ 
through  which  will  contribute  con¬ 
siderably  towards  establishing  and 
strengthening  the  status  of  women 
in  Israel  in  general  and  in  the  mili¬ 


tary  in  particular." 

The  bill  came  the  same  week  as 
the  first  woman  in  decades  graduat¬ 
ed  from  an  IAF  pilots  course  and 
was  placed  as  a  combat  navigator 
in  an  F- 16  squadron. 

Sec.-Lt  Sheri  is  one  of  two 
women  who  have  made  it  to  the 
final  stage  of  the  pilots'  course  in.'a 
trial  program  ordered  on  the  basis 
of  a  High  Court  ruling. 

It  was  also  the  week  the  head  of 
placement  in  the  IAF  manpower 
division,  J3rig.-Gen.  Gil  Regev,  told 
a  Knesset  committee  that  it  was 
“unnatural”  for  women  to  fly  and  it 
interferes  with  rearing  children. 


New  law  aids  movie  makers 


By  NWA  GILBERT 


A  law  that  will  boost  state 
funding  of  the  film  industry  from 
NTS  6  million  to  NIS  66m.  annu¬ 
ally  was  passed  by  the  Knesset 
yesterday. 

Under  the  Cinema  Law, 
opposed  by  the  government.  50 
percent  of  the  royalties  paid  to 
the  Treasury  from  the  Second 
Channel,  cable  broadcasters,  and 
satellite  television  are  to  be  chan¬ 
neled  to  a  public  institution  that 
will  oversee  the  spending  and 
advance  the  industry. 

The  law  is  a  revolution  for  the 
film  industry  and  will  result  in  a 
breakthrough  for  putting  Israel 
on  the  international  cinema 


map,”  said  MK  Yona  Yahav 
(Labor),  who  heads  the  Knesset’s 
cultural  caucus.  He  said  the 
industry  would  no  longer  have  to 
be  crippled  by  searches  for  fund¬ 
ing. 

Twenty-five  people  are  to  sit  on 
the  council,  including  13  from 
the  industry,  and  are  to  advise  the 
education  minister.  The  funding 
arrangements  via  the  Industry 
and  Trade  Ministry  are  to  be  can¬ 
celed,  and  the  new  law  replaces 
the  previous  film  industry 
encouragement  law. 

A  group  of  actors  who  attended 
the  Knesset  session,  including 
Gila  Almagor.  were  ecstatic  after 
the  passage  of  the  law.  to  take 
effect  in  one  year. 


President  Ezer  Weizman  makes  a  point  yesterday  at  Beit  Hanassi  to  Greek  PatriarchHiodoros  L,  as  Latin  Patriarch  Michel  Sabfoah 

looks  OB.  (Brian  Headier) 


President  invites  religious  leaders  to  act  for  peace 


By  HAM  SHAHRO 


CONVERSION 

Continued  from  Page  1 


Regev  cited  cases  of  “moderate" 
Orthodox  rabbis  telling  an  adopt¬ 
ing  family  its  adopted  daughter 
would  have  to  live  an  Orthodox 
lifestyle  or  a  would-be  convert 
that  she  bad  to  leave  the  moshav 
she  had  made  her  home,  as  condi¬ 
tions  for  conversion. 

Regev  said  be  saw  a  political 
struggle  looming  and  warned  that 
the  Reform  and  Conservative 
movements  plan  to  enlist  the  full 
power  of  North  American  Jewry 
behind  them.  He  said  he  expects 
an  upsurge  of  pressure  by  the  reli¬ 
gious  parties  to  pass  the  so-called 
conclusions  of  the  Neeman 
Committee,  recognizing  the  Chief 
Rabbinate  as  the  sole  arbiter  on 
the  validity  of  conversions  per¬ 
formed  here  and  calling  for  a  con- 


P resident  Ezer  Weizman  yes¬ 
terday  told  the  country’s 
Christian  religious  leaders  they 
could  contribute  to  the  peace 
process. 

Speaking  at  the  president's 
New  Year’s  reception  for  the 
heads  of  the  Christian  communi¬ 


ties,  Weizman  said  nothing  is 
more  important  for  Israel  than 
reaching  peace  with  its  neighbors 
and  that  achieving  an  under¬ 
standing  with  the  Palestinians  is 
the  crux  of  the  problem.  He 
added  that,  deep  down,  be  is  con¬ 
fident  peace  would  be  achieved, 
because  people  realize  they  have 
no  alternative  to  peace. 


In  an  address  peppered  with 
phrases  in  Arabic,  the  president 
said  the  issue  of  Israel's  future  and 
the  solution  to  the  Palestine  prob¬ 
lem  would  be  a  major  factor  in  the 
upcoming  election.  He  said  he 
views  the  gathering  of  180,000 
Moslems,  to  pray  or*  the  Temple 
Mount  Jast- Friday  without  .distur¬ 
bance  as  a  promising  sign. 


“This  is  how  peace  should 
work.  It  is  a  good  sign  for  the 
entire  region,"  Weizman  said. 

Deputy  Religious  Affairs 
Minister  Yigal  Bibi  told  the 
assembled  Christian  clerics  they 
should  unite  with  the  chief -rabbis 
and  the  heads  of  Islam  to  call  for 
'  an  end  to' war  and  bloodshed,  at 
least  during  the  year  2000. 


“President  Ezer  Weizman  is  the 

tier  Dr.  Reuven  Hazan.  When  he 
really  has  something  to  say,  no  one 

^"Sriinaiy  role  of  the  presi- 

dent lESrZelieves.-iswpro-.. 

vSe  a  symbol  of  umty,  paraculariy 
in  these  troubled  and  divisive  times 
and  during  an  election  campaign- 
Wetzman’s  behavior  in  omce, 
whether  during  Labor  Party’  nj 
Likud  Party  rule,  has  undermine*’ 
the  president’s  ability  to  be  aurn- 
fying  factor  in  Israeli  politics. 

In  Hazan’s  opinion,  the  presi¬ 
dent  has  overstepped  ther  mark, 
“and  not  for  the  first  time...  He  s 
offended  not  only  the  Right,  the 
Left  and  the  religious,  but  other 
groups  -  such  as  women  and 
homosexuals  -  too,  which  leads 
me  to  fear  that,  should  we  face  a 
truly  divisive  political  crisis, 
then’s  no  longer  a  political  figure 
in  Beit  Hanassi  who  can  come  to 
the  country’s  rescue.” 

By  law,  the  president  did  have  a 
political  role  before  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  direct  election  of  the 
prime  minister,  Hazan  notes. 
Under  the  old  system,  the  pres- 
dent  decided  on  which  MK  f  ? 
place  the  task  of.  forming  a  goV 
emment.  This  role  has  now 
changed  and  requires  total  objec¬ 
tivity. 

“Under  the  new  system,  the 
prime  minister  can  turn  to  the 
president  to  dissolve  the  Knesset  if 
he  cannot  work  with  the  Knesset 
This  puts  the  president  between 
the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  government,”  Hazan 
says.  “For  the  president  to  decide 
between  the  two  democratically 
elected  branches  of  government, 
he  must  be  above  politics." 

Hazan  notes  that  such  a  possibil¬ 
ity  existed  two  weeks  ago  when 
the  Knesset  voted  for  early  elec¬ 
tions.  “Netanyahu  could  have 
gone,  to  Weizman  to  dissolve  the , 
Knesset  Weizman  would  therg 


have  been  in  the  middle  of  the 
conflict  -  but  with  a  tarnished 
image  that  doesn’t  unify  the  peo¬ 
ple  of, Israel.  He  has  eroded  the 
standing  of.  the  presidency:  he 
,  shoul^  ^  aboVe  politics;  and  save 
us  from  poKtics."  T’ 


version  institute  in  which  all 
streams  in  Judaism  would  partiq 
pate. 

Regev  said  such  a  law  would,!)} 
practice,  disenfranchise  th? 
Reform  and  Conservative  because 
it  would  give  the  rabbinate  full 
legal  authority,  while  not  ensuring 
that  the  graduates  of  the  institute 
would  actually  be  converted  by 
the  rabbinate. 

However,  while  Shas  and  the 
National  Religious  Party  have 
adopted  a  pragmatic  approach, 
supporting  the  Neeman 
Committee  conclusions.  United 
Torah  Judaism  could  well  oppose 
setting  up  the  institute.  In  an  edi¬ 
torial  last  week,  Yaled  Ne  ’ eman , 
the  daily  associated  with  Rabbi 
Eli  ezer  Schach,  spiritual  mentor 
of  the  Degel  Hatorah  wing  of  UTJ, 
argued  against  granting  even  the 
shred  of  recognition  to  the  non- 
Ortiiodox  branches  that  setting  up 


the  institute  would  imply. 

Knesset  Law  Committee  chair¬ 
man  Han  an  Porat  (NRP)  described 
the  decision  as  "judicial  hijack¬ 
ing"  He  told  a  press  conference  in 
the  Knesset  that  his  committee 
would  on  Monday  prepare  the 
conversion  bill,  including  the  so- 
called  Neeman  compromise,  for 
second  and  third  readings. 

Porat  said  the  decisioa  by  a  sin¬ 
gle  district  court  judge,  coming 
less  than  two  months  before  an  1 1- 
justice  bench  is  scheduled  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  non-Orthodox  conversion 
of  three  children  at  Kibbutz 
Hanaton,  is  “an  act  verging  on 
contempt  of  the  High  Court.”  He 
has  asked  the  Attorney-General's 
Office  to  appeal  the  decision. 

Meretz  leader  Yossi  Sarid 
praised  the  decision  as  “coura¬ 
geous.  Only  an  anti  Semitic  coun¬ 
try  can  discriminate  between  Jews 
because  they  are  Reform  or 


Conservative  and  the  Jerusalem 
court  erased  the  antisemitic  stain 
from  the  face  of  the  Jewish  state.” 

Meretz  MK  Naomi  Chazan  said 
the  decision  “opened  a  new'  era  of 
enlightenment,  openness,  and  tol¬ 
erance.  The  ruling  is  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  a  series  of  important  rul¬ 
ings  starting  with  allowing 
women.  Reform.  and 
Conservative  Jews  to  sit  on  reli¬ 
gious  councils  and  bringing  about 
true  pluralism.” 

Aviraham  Ravitz  fUTJl  said  he 
had  predicted  that  such  a  decision 
would  be  made.  “It  did  not  sur¬ 
prise  me,  but  it  represents  a  view 
which  could  destroy  the  basis  of 
our  existence  here.  We  have  to 
hold  on  and  struggle  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  traditional  existence  of  the 
Jewish  people  in  Israel.  The  court 
forgot  our  special  existence  in 
Israel  and  we  have  to  remind  it,” 
Ravitz  said. 


Politicians  can  make  themselves  heard 


The  vocal  cords  of  MKs  and 
ministers  are  in  good  shape.  That's 
official.  The  medical  condition  of 
the  vocal  cords  of  some  100  MKs 
and  Knesset  staff  were  checked 
yesterday  by  ear.  nose,  and  throat 
specialist  Dr.  Eiimeiech  Deuxsch 
in  a  campaign  organized  by  the 
Knesset  physician.  Dr.  Yitzhak 
Lipschitz,  with  the  help  of  Kupat 
Holim  ClaliL 

The  examinations  were  carried 
out  by  a  special  endoscopic  device 
which  displays  the  vocal  cords  on 
a  screen.  Lipschitz  raid  that,  apart 
from  diagnosing  any  medical 
problem  such  as  growths,  the  tests 
allowed  the  physicians  to  show  the 
MKs  how  to  use  their  voices  with¬ 
out  straining  them.  Tf  s  a  form  of 
speech  therapy,"  he  stud. 


AT  THE  KNESSET 


'iiYr.-' 


non  for  all  children.  Oshaya  said 
in  recent  years  the  waiting  list  for 
such  places  has  grown  consider¬ 
ably. 


Miscarriage  of  justice 


Take  a 

Jerusalem  Shabbat 
with  you 
wherever  you  go 


with  the  Jerusalem 
Travailing  Shabbat  Kit 
from  Barbara  Shaw. 


Kit  includes  beautifully  \ 
padded  pouch  with 
Jerusalem  skyline  design. 

A  set  of  silver  plated 
travelling  Shabbat  candle 
holders.  Two  Shabbat 
candles.  Travelling  Havdallah 
candle.  Lace  spice  sachet. 
Hallah  cover  with  Jerusalem 
design.  Service 
for  Shabbat  and  Havdallah. 
All  conveniently  packed 
to  fit  into  your  suitcase. 


Day  care  for 
the  retarded 


The  ministerial  committee  on 
legislation  has  approved  for  pre¬ 
liminary  reading  a  bill  by  MK 
Ephraim  Oshaya  <  Labor)  to 
require  the  state  to  provide  day¬ 
care  facilities  and  residential  care 
for  the  mentally  retarded.  Oshaya 
said  this  should  be  done  in  the 
same  way  as  compulsory  educa- 


MK  Dedi  Zucker  (Meretz)  is 
demanding  the  Law  Committee 
ask  the  High  Court  why  the  trial  of 
Dr.  Gavriel  Cana’an  lasted  eight 
years.  Canaan  committed  suicide 
this  week,  the  day  after  being  con¬ 
victed  of  fraud 

"1  don’t  believe  it  is  possible  to 
check  the  facts  and  discover  the 
truth  so  many  years  after  the 
events  took  place,”  said  Zucker. 
“A  trial  that  lasts  so  many  years  is 
not  just  and  such  twisted  proce¬ 
dures  must  not  be  allowed  to  take 
place  in  Israel.” 


able  to  have  a  say  concerning  their 
future,  under  a  bill  being  promot¬ 
ed  by  MK  Avi  Yehezkel  (Labor). 
Yehezkel  said  residents  should 
have  a  say  in  a  public  referendum, 
open  to  all  above  age  18  who  have 
lived  there  for  at  least  six  months. 
He  said  the  bill  is  aimed  at  pre¬ 
venting  the  merger  betwee 
Mevasseret  Zion  and  Jerusalem 
The  bill  was  readied  for  first  read¬ 
ing  yesterday  by  the  Interior 
Committee,  chaired  by  Micha 
Goldman  (Labor). 


3f- 


Domestic  violence 
in  Arab  sector 


Urban  annexation  bill 


Residents  of  small  towns  and 
villages  which  are  to  be  annexed 
to  larger  urban  centers  would  be 


A  subcommittee  dealing  with 
the  status  of  women  in  the  Arab 
sector  yesterday  called  for  fund¬ 
ing  projects  against  domestic 
violence  in  centers  of  Arab  popu¬ 
lation,  establishing  more  shelters 
for  battered  women  and  centers 
for  the  victims  of  sexual  abuse, 
and  establishing  legal  advice 
centers  in  Nazareth  and  Urn  el- 
Fahm. 

Subcommittee  chairwoman 
Tamar  Gozansky  (Hadash)  called 
the  session  following  two  recent 
murders  of  Arab  women  by  their 
husbands. 
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k  ^Sidg  F°Jl°wing  Jerusalem  District  Court  ruling 

S4  Af  last,  Carmen  will  be  called  a  Jew 

=  ByHAWSHAWBQ 

Carmen  Avruskine  says  that  she 
was  persecuted  in  Romania  for 
being  a  Jew,  but  she  has  not  been 
able  to  identify  herself  as  a  Jew  in 
Israel  until  now. 

Yesterday,  Avruskine  and  her 
husband  Uri  received  notification 
from  Jerusalem  District  Court 
Judge  Vardi  Zeiler  that  the  court 
had  accepted  her  request  for  a 
declaration  that  she  is  Jewish  for 
purposes  of  being  listed  in  the 
population  registry. 

She  was  one  of  23  individuals 
and  families  convened  by  Reform 
or  Conservative  rabbis  here  or 
.  abroad  to  whom  the  ratine 
-  applied. 

Hit  Avruskine,  whose  father  was 
•-  Jewish  and  whose  family  name  in 

i:  Romania  was  Drunk-man,  says 
'that  she  had  tried  to  convert  in 
: .  “  fl&:  Romania,  but  found  it  impossible. 

:  ^  h>  1986,  she  immigrated  under  the 

„„  it.  -  Law  of  Return,  which  grants  auto¬ 
matic  citizenship  to  Jews  and  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of 
Jews, 

“I  came  to  Israel  because  I  am  a 
Zionist  and  I  want  to  be  here,"  sbe 
said. 

Once  here,  she  again  tried  to 
convert  through  the  Orthodox  rab¬ 
binate.  At  first  she  took  private 
lessons  and  then  she  enrolled  in  a 
women's  yeshiva. 

^  “I  lasted  three  days.  They  told 
;■<  ;f;^me  I  would  have  to  stop  working, 

.'-.HjFthat  I  would  have  to  end  my  social 
* :  ij  •  ’  life,  and  that  I  had  to  identify  with 
:  their  political  views,"  she  said. 

In  those  days,  she  explained, 

-  that  meant  taking  part  in  protest 

-  demonstrations  by  the  settlers 

:  against  the  government. 

"  Then  she  met  Uri,  who  told  her 

v that  he  had  marked  his  bar  mitzva 
“  a  Reform  synagogue, 

Jerusalem’s  Har  El  Congregation. 
i-.T-  Sbe  went  to  the  synagogue  and 

.  began  studying  with  its  rabbi, 

Tuvia  Ben-Chorin.  After  a  year  of 


... 

- ’».■ 

; 
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Carmen  Avruskine,  a  Reform  convert,  her  husband  Uri  (center),  and  Rabbi  Uri  Regev,  director  of  the  Reform  Movement's  Israel 
Religions  Action  Center,  are  all  smiles  after  Jerusalem  Dikrict  Court  ruled  yesterday  that  she  is  Jewish  for  purposes  of  being  listed 
in  the  population  registry.  iFi&,h  wh 


study,  she  was  converted  in  a  cere¬ 
mony  in  Tel  Aviv. 

‘I  knew  that  my  [conversion] 
certificate  had  nothing  to  do  with 
my  identity  card.  In  my  identity 
card  my  nationality  is  listed  as 
Romanian,"  she  said. 

However,  as  a  member  of  Har 


El,  she  learned  of  the  struggle  of 
converts  to  be  registered  as  Jews 
and  she  decided  to  join. 

Now  she  is  expecting  her  first 
child,  due  to  be  born  any  day.  Sbe 
says  that  it  is  important  for  her 
and  Uri  that  their  children  will  not 
have  to  go  through  what  she  went 


through.  She  says  that  it  was  obvi¬ 
ous  to  everyone  in  Romania  that 
she  was  Jewish,  but  here  she  was¬ 
n’t  Jewish  enough. 

“I  would  like  to  avoid  all  this  for 
my  children,"  she  said. 

When  it  is  pointed  out  to  her 
that  her  children  will  not  be  rec¬ 


ognized  as  Jews  by  the  Chief 
Rabbinate  and  thus  will  not  be 
able  to  many  here,  she  said  sbe  is 
not  so  sure  of  that.  By  the  time  her 
children  want  to  marry,  she  said, 
maybe  things  will  have  changed 
enough  so  that  they  can  be  mar¬ 
ried  by  a  rabbi  here. 


Knesset-Congress  panel  to  monitor  Holoca 


.  re- 
;  -  7. 


By  ARYEH  DEAN  COHEN 

A  joint  Knesset  and  US  congressional  commit¬ 
tee  is  to  monitor  compliance  by  European  coun¬ 
tries  on  the  return  of  Jewish  property  looted  chir¬ 
king  the  Holocaust.  li  Wi  U  also  &ke  stqps,  .if  riecesV 
,  sary,  against  countries  thiji'faifto  do  so,  according 
to  Likud  MKAvrahamHirs'chson. 

The  idea  for  the  joint  committee  was  proposed 
by  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  chairman 
Benjamin  Gilman,  and  grew  out  of  the  recent 
Stare  Department  Conference  on  Holocaust-Era 
Assets,  said  Hirschson,  who  heads  the  Knesset’s 


Committee  for  the  Restitution  of  Jewish  Property. 
Hirschson  and  Gilman  will  co-head  the  joint 
body. 

“Some  40  countries  participated  in  this  confer¬ 
ence,  along  with  several  organizations,  including 
the  Vatican.  Each  of  these  countries  explained 
how  hr  would' fit  in,  to  the  picture  regarding 
arrangements  for  the  return  of  Jewish  property” 
said  Hirschson. 

“But  there’s  a  difference  between  promises 
and  their  implementation.  So  the  Congress  and 
we  are  interested  in  following  this  up  and  ensur¬ 
ing  that  there  is  indeed  implementation  of  those 


promises.  We  hope  that  with  our  pressure,  they 
will  be  implemented  faster.  If  not,  we  will  hold 
a  bearing  for  those  countries  that  do  not  cooper¬ 
ate,  both  here  and  in  Washington,  and  take  steps 
if  necessary." 

'  Hirschson  said  he  is  confident  this  will  lead  to  a 
breakthrough’’  in  speeding  the  return  of  Jewish 
property  and  on  procedures  involved  in  this  effort. 

At  Tuesday’s  meeting  of  the  Knesset  restitution 
panel,  attended  by  representatives  of  the 
European  Jewish  Congress,  Hirschson  praised 
the  great  progress  made  recently  regarding  return 
of  Jewish  property  stolen  during  the  Holocaust. 


He  said  the  committee  and 
lions  succeeded  in  putting 
agenda  of  European  leadei 
short  time. 

In  a  related  matter.  World . 
Edgar  Bronfmarj  has  been 
presidential  commission  ths 
rorical  review  of  looted  asset 
control  between  1933  and  1‘ 

WJC  Secretary-General  L- 
committee  that  the  WJC  hai 
that  operated  in  Paris- and  he 
to  French  Jews  at  the  beginn 


Survivor:  Poles  trying  to  hide 
truth  about  Plaszow 


Jerusalem  float  to  gra 


w 


ByARYEHPEAHCOHEH 

Fifty-five  years  after  he  was  an 
inmate  there,  Plaszow  -concentra¬ 
tion  camp  survivor  Meir  Eldar 
believes  be  has  proven  that  street 
signs  adjoining  the  rite  of  the  camp 
have  been  deliberately  mislabeled 
to  deter  visitors  from  finding  it 

Eldar  charges  that  Polish  authori¬ 
ties  deliberately  mislabeled  the  signs 
and  die  remnants  of  the  two  Jewish 
cemeteries  the  Nazis  destroyed 
before  building  the  camp  upon  them. 

Eldar,  a  Jerusalem  resident  who 
was  a  prisoner  in  the  camp  as  a 
teenager,  used  a  Cracow  gazetteer 
from  the  J930s  to  prove  that 
Jerosolimska  Street  leading  to  the 
camp,  mentioned  in  Steven 
Spielberg’s  Schindler’s  List,  and 
Abrahama  Street  are  currently 
mislabeled,  after  discovering  this 
on  a  visit  to  the  city  last  year  with 
a  Jerusalem  school  group. 

Using  the  gazetteer  and  a  series 
of  maps  created  by  fellow  survivors 
and  historians,  including  a  former 


engineer  for  tbe  Jewish  community, 
Eldar  has  recreated  a  map  of  the 
area,  including  the  camp  and  tbe 
cemeteries. 

According  to  Eldar,  Polish 
tourist  maps  do  not  include  the 
specific  location  of  the  Jewish 
cemetery  or  tbe  camp,  although 
they  do  note  a  memorial,  which 
mentions  the  camp's  existence,  but 
leaves  out  the  fact  that  Poles  were 
also  murdered  there. 

“I  was  in  the  camp  from  May 
1943  until  February  1944  and 
worked  at  tire  quarry  there,”  Eldar 
said  yesterday.  “When  I  got  to  the 
huge  memorial  with  the  pupils  in 
1997,  the  historians  and  guides  did¬ 
n't  know  what  could  be  said  about 
fins  camp,  they  just  mentioned  the 
memorial  They  asked  me  to  tell  the 
youngsters  what  happened  there. 

‘1  walked  on  a  street  marked 
Abrahama  Street  until  I  got  to  the 
quarry,  where  I  found  my  way.  But 
it  was  hand  to  go  any  further.  1  went 
into  town  and  asked  for  a  tourist 
map,  and  was  shocked  to  find  that 


the  camp’s  location  does  not  appear, 
nor  the  old  and  new  cemeteries,  and 
the  streets  are  wrongly  marked.'’ 

A  special  booklet  produced  in  the 
city  to  mark  the  filming  of  parts  of 
Schindler's  List  there  “also  includ¬ 
ed  a  completely  misleading  map, 
so  that  a  person  who  wanted  to  see 
the  important  parts  of  tbe  camp 
couldn’t  possibly  do  so.” 

Upon  his  return,  Eldar  took  on 
tbe  project  of  constructing  a  map 
of  the  camp  and  the  cemetery. 

He  would  tike  to  see  the  area 
preserved  and  properly  marked, 
and  believes  more  remnants  of  the 
camp  can  be  found. 

Eldar  said  be  sent  tbe  material  to 
the  Polish  Embassy  in  Tel  Aviv, 
“but  got  no  reply  indicating  they 
were  at  all  interested  in  this.” 

Embassy  cultural  attache 
Agnieszka  Maciejowska  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  while  “there  lmve  been 
so  many  changes  during  and  after 
the  war,”  if  Eldar  sent  her  the  mate¬ 
rial,  she  would  pass  it  on  to  Poland 
for  study. 


ByTOnUGEWD 

LOS  ANGELES  -  Amid  the 
dram  beats  and  blaring  trumpets  of 
dozens  of  marching  bands,  the 
piercing  notes  of  the  shofar  will  be 
being  heard  along  the  route  of  the 
Tburnament  of  Roses  Parade  on 
New  Year’s  Day. 

The  blasts  from  tbe  ram's  horn 
herald  tbe  arrival  of  file  majestic 
“Jerusalem:  Gty  of  Peace"  float 
displaying  the  sacred  sites  of 
Judaism,  Christianity  and  Islam  in 
tbe  Old  Gty. 

Reaching  three  stories  high  and 
decorated  with  15,000  roses,  the 
float  entered  by  the  Simon 
Wiese nthal  Center,  recreates  the 
Western  Wall,  Via  Dolorosa,  and 
Dome  of  the  Rock. 

Thousands  lining  the  parade 
route  in  Pasadena  and  some  450 
million  television  viewers  around 
the  world  will  hear  the  shofar’s 
sounds,  followed  by  a  rendition  of 
Jerusalem  cfGoId,  song  in  Hebrew 
and  English. 

In  addition  to  the  roses,  float 
designer  Susie  Garcia  has  used 
masses  of  olive,  pine  and  palm 


tree  branches,  wheat  and  rye 
seeds,  ghuiiolas,  daisies  and  sun¬ 
flowers,  pomegranates,  and  herbs 
and  spices  to  depict  the  ambiance 
of  the  Holy  Land. 

Revolving  panels  display  photos 
of  the  landscape  and  people  of 
Israel. 
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JNF  postpones  Silwan  family  eviction 


By  AMY  JOHN 

The  Jewish  National  Fund  will 
not  evict  the  Gozlan  famffy  from 
their  home  in  'Jerusalem’s  Silwan 
neighborhood  .tonight,  despite  a 
Supreme  Court  order  which  per¬ 
mits  them  to  do  so  as  of  midnight. 

Tbe  evacuation  date  has  been 
postponed  twice  since  July,  when  a 
Peace  Now-led  demembration  and. 
press  conference  outside  the  house 
bought  the  family  mere  time. 

Located  on  a  hill  in  the  mostly 
Arab  neighborhood  just  south  of 
the  Old  Gty  waffs,  the  building 
has  been  the  subject  of  a  long¬ 
standing  dispute  between  .foe,  28- 
member  Gozlan  clan  and  foe  JNF. 
Last  year,  the  Supreme  Court’ 
ruled  that  the  JNF  is  the  rightful 
owner  of  the  land. 

According  to  foe  JNF,  the 
Gozlan  family  sold  foe  land  to 
Baron  Edmond  de  Rothschild's 
PICA  (Palestine  Jewish 
Colonization  Association)  in  1923. 
The  JNF  acquired  foe.  property 
from  PICA  in  1975,  when  it  was 
dissolved.  The  Gozlans  -  who 
built  their  house  during  foe 
Jordanian  occupation  of  Jerusalem 
-  said  they  never  sold  the  land. 


Riad  Gozlan,  father  of  one  of  the 
five  families  living  time,  said  his 
family  and  neighbors  will  gather 
in  the  house  ova:  foe  weekend  to 
:  protect  it 

.  JNF  spokesman  Moshe  Pearl 
said  the  organization  does  not 
intend  to  implement  foe  order 
right  now.  “We  are  speaking  with, 
them  to  find  a  solution,"  Pearl 
said.  “We  want  to  find  an  honor¬ 
able  waythey  can  leave” 

..  Though  the  police  may  not  come 
knocking  at  foe '  Gozlans’  door 
tonight,  40-year-old  Riad  says  he 
is  worried,  because  the  JNF  finally 
has  the  “green  light"  and  the  force 
of  law  behind  it 

Riad,  an  editor  at  the  Jerusalem 
biweekly  AI-Awda,  said  that  he 
and  Ms  brothers  have  stayed  at 
home  for  many  days  in  order  to  - 
guard  it  from  court  bailiffs.  “We 
are  never  going  to  leave.”  Riad 
said  this  week. 

Hiis  seems  to  bring  foe  matter  to 
a  standstill,  because  the  JNFs 
solution.  Pearl  said,  does  not 
include  foe  option  of  Letting  foe 
family  stay. 

The  JNFs  mandate  forbids  it 
from  selling  or  tearing  land  to  non- 
Jews;  The  property  is  to  be  leased 


by  Elad,  a  Jewish  organization 
which  has  occupied  24  houses  in 
Silwan  and  has  been  the  beneficiary 
of  all  tbe  properties  reclaimed  by 
foe  JNF  there. 

The  house  is  one  of  100  on  the 
slope  where,  according  to  the 
Bible,  King  David  began  building 
Jerusalem.  The  JNF  is  involved  in 
four  other  court  cases  over  proper¬ 
ty  in  foe  neighborhood,  which 
were  all  expropriated  by  foe  gov¬ 
ernment  after  1967  because  the 
owners  were  absent 

“I  think  die  other,  four  families 
have  an  even  better  chance  than 
.foe  Gozlans”  said  Danny 
Seidmaim,  a  lawyer  who.  repre¬ 
sents  foe  Gozlans  and  foe  Ftehas,  a 
family  that  lives  in  the  US  and  is 
fighting  for  ownership  of  a  house 
in  Silwan. 

Seidmaim  finds  the  JNF $  inflex¬ 


ible  position  towards  foe  Gozlans 
“a  regrettable  political  decision.  I 
hope  good  sense  will  prevail  and 
foey  will  allow  the  family  to  stay 
there.  I  don’t  think  public  interest 
will  be  served  if  they  evacuate  this 
family,  though  they  certainly  have 
the  legal  right  to  do  so.” 

Solutions  are  available,  Seidmaim 
said.  But  if  they  involve  monetary 
compensation,  Riad  said  they  will 
have  no  part  in  it  The  Gozlans  have 
steadfastly  refused  foe  sum  of 
$75,000,  which  foe  Supreme  Court 
ordered  the  JNF  to  pay  the  family 
for  the  cost  of  building  the  house. 

“We  will  not  take  75,000,  not 
two  mUlion,”  Riad  said  this  week, 
‘life  has  its  ups  and  downs.  Even 
if  we  have  to  leave,  one  day  we’ll 
be  back  on  top  and  we  won't  sign 
anything  now,  so  we  can  come 
back  and  claim  what’s  ours." 


... 
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Medical  Writings 

Through  Maimonides’  unrelenting  drive  to  fully 
grasp  the  eternal  truth  of  the  Scriptures,  the 
source  of  all  wisdom,  he  reached  the  loftiest 
heights  possible  in  the  study  and  practice  of 
the  art  of  healing.  Today,  over  850  years  after 
his  birth,  Maimonktes’  medical  writings  are  still 
considered  to  be  writings  of  enduring  worth  in 
the  fields  of  preservation  of  life  and  the  healing 
of  body  and  soul.  Translated  by  Fred  Rosner 
MD  and  Uriel  S.  Barzel  MD.  Published  by  the 
Maimonides  Research  Inst  Seven  hardcover 
volumes  now  available. 

AD  offers  subject  to  availability. 
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BATSHEVATSUR 


Beit  Hanassi  last  night  denied  allega¬ 
tions  that  President  Ezer  Weizman  had 
interfered  in  the  electoral  process  by  try¬ 
ing  to  influence  Labor  Party  leader  Ehud 
Barak  and  former  chief  of  General  Staff 
Amnon  Upkin-Shahak  to  run  together 
so  as  not  to  divide  the  Left." 

ITie  denial  came  hours  after  Likud 
politicians  called  for  Weizman  to  be 
removed  from  office  and  followed  sharp 
criticism  from  left-wing  circles. 
Weizman,  who  has  been  talking  with 
political  leaders  since  the  decision  to 
hold  early  elections,  then  cancelled  a 
planned  meeting  with  Shahak  yesterday 


MKs  ready  bill  seekii 
equal  opportunities 
for  women  in  IDF 


UATCOUBiS 


The  Knesset  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Defense  Committee  yesterday 
readied  for  first  reading  an  equal 
opportunities  bill  under  which  all 
the  jobs  available  to  men  in  the  IDF 
would  also  be  open  to  women  sol¬ 
diers. 

The  bill  was  initiated  by  Meretz 
MKs  Naomi  Chazan,  Ran  Cohen 
and  Anat  Maor. 

Chazan  called  the  bill  a  “break- 
through  which  will  contribute  con¬ 
siderably  towards  establishing  and 
strengthening  the  status  of  women 
in  Israel  in  general  and  in  the  mili¬ 


tary  in  particular." 

The  bill  came  the  same  week 
the  first  woman  in  decades  gradtu 
ed  from  an  IAF  pilots  course  as 
was  placed  as  a  combat  navi  gat 
in  an  F- 16  squadron. 

Sec.-LL  Sheri  is  one  of  tw 
women  who  have  made  it  to  ti 
final  stage  of  the  pilots’  course  in 
trial  program  ordered  on  the  bas 
of  a  High  Court  ruling. 

It  was  also  the  week  the  head 
placement  in  the  IAF  manpou 
division,  Brig.-Gen.  Gil  Regev.  to 
a  Knesset  committee  that  it  w. 
“unnatural"  for  women  to  fly  and 
interferes  with  rearing  children. 


New  law  aids  movie  maken 


NINA  GILBERT 


A  law  that  will  boost  state 
funding  of  the  film  industry  from 
NIS  6  million  to  NIS  66m.  annu¬ 
ally  was  passed  by  the  Knesset 
yesterday. 

Under  the  Cinema  Law. 
opposed  by  the  government.  50 
percent  of  the  royalties  paid  to 
the  Treasury  from  the  Second 
Channel,  cable  broadcasters,  and 
satellite  television  are  to  be  chan¬ 
neled  to  a  public  institution  that 
will  oversee  the  spending  and 
advance  the  industry. 

“The  law  is  a  revolution  for  the 
film  industry  and  will  result  in  a 
breakthrough  for  putting  Israel 
on  the  international  cinema 


map."  said  MK  Yona  Yah* 
(Labor),  who  heads  the  Knesset 
cultural  caucus.  He  said  ft 
industry  would  no  longer  have ; 
be  crippled  by  searches  for  font 
ing. 

Twenty-five  people  are  to  sit  o 
the  council,  including  13  fro: 
the  industry,  and  are  to  advise  1 1 
education  minister.  The  fundin 
arrangements  via  the  Industr 
and  Trade  Ministry  are  to  be  caj 
celed.  and  the  new  law  replace 
the  previous  film  industr 
encouragement  law. 

A  group  of  actors  who  attende 
the  Knesset  session,  includin 
Gila  Almagor.  were  ecstatic  afte 
the  passage  of  the  law.  to  tak 
effect  in  one  year. 


CONVERSION 

Continued  from  Page  1 


Regev  cited  cases  of  "moderate" 
Orthodox  rabbis  telling  an  adopt¬ 
ing  family  its  adopted  daughter 
would  have  to  live  an  Orthodox 
lifestyle  or  a  would-be  convert 
that  she  had  to  leave  the  moshav 
she  had  made  her  home,  as  condi¬ 
tions  for  conversion. 

Regev  said  he  saw  a  political 
struggle  looming  and  warned  that 
the  Reform  and  Conservative 
movements  plan  to  enlist  the  full 
power  of  North  American  Jewry 
behind  them.  He  said  he  expects 
an  upsurge  of  pressure  by  the  reli¬ 
gious  parties  to  pass  the  so-called 
conclusions  of  the  Neeman 
Committee,  recognizing  the  Chief 
Rabbinate  as  the  sole  arbiter  on 
the  validity  of  conversions  per- 
heng. and  calling  for  a  con¬ 


version  institute  in  which  a^ 
streams  in  Judaism  would  panic; 
pate. 

Regev  said  such  a  law  would.' 
practice,  disenfranchise  th 
Reform  and  Conservative  becaus 
it  would  give  the  rabbinate  fu 
legal  authority,  w-hile  not  ensurin 
that  the  graduates  of  the  institui 
would  actually  be  converted  t 
the  rabbinate.  i 

However,  while  Shas  and  t> 
National  Religious  Party  ha' 
adopted  a  pragmatic  approac 
supporting  the  Neem; 
Committee  conclusions.  Unit* 
Torah  Judaism  could  well  oppe 
setting  up  the  institute.  In  an  er 
tonal  last  week.  Yaied  Ne'ema 
the  daily  associated  with  Rab 
Eliezer  Schach,  spiritual  mem 
of  the  Degel  Hatorah  wing  of  in 
argued  against  granting  even  t) 
shred  of  recognition  to  the  ntr 
Orthodox  branches  that  setting 
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Weizman  d< 


1QQo  The  Jerusalem  Post 

Thursday,  December  31 ,  ^ _ _ _ ' 


morning. 

According  to  the  lead 
day’s  Ha’aretz,  Weizma 
tain  political  figures"  wi 
in  the  past  few  days  thz 
joined  forces,  they  woul 
topple  Prime  Minis 
Netanyahu. 

Weizman ’s  bureau  chit 
described  the  report  as 
fabrication." 

Questioned  earlier  at 
Weizman  had  said  that  £ 
“are  big  boys.  They  cj 
selves  what  to  do."  He  s 
relate  one  way  or  the  ot 
*TII  behave  myself,  bu 


European  Central  Bank  faces  its  debut  | 

The  ECB’s  job  is  to  keep  prices  stable  and  not  to  bail  out  defaulting  economies 


?K££d  plan- 

DevelopmML  industrialized 

Sfu already  voicing  some 

d<vtSf  the  central  bank  of, 

ibsfi'Sir-EIr 

ridedadvantage in  staff-  wwjj® 
53,000  employees  of 
central  banks,  versus  560  ai  the 
ECB  -  mean  the  banks 

control  information  flow  and  fore¬ 
casts,  and  to  some  extent  the  deci 


By  J0HX-TH0R  DAHJURG 


F|  Ihe 

I  ha 
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the  bank,  only  6  months  old, 
has  no  deposits  of  its  own  and 


JL  relatively  few  employees. 
The  imitation  leather  furniture  and 


potted  ficus  in  the  lobby  might 
seem  mote  at  home  in  a  neighbor- 


But  don’t  be  mistaken:  Western 
Europe’s  answer  to  the  US  Federal 
Reserve  System,  die  new  European 
Central  Bank  in  Frankfort,  is  imme¬ 
diately  going  to  be  one  of  die  400- 
kilos  gorillas  of  global  finance. 

The  ECB,  and  the  national  central 
banks  in  11  Western  European 
countries  that  it  now  officially 
leads,  will  have  to  manage  a  gigan¬ 
tic  money  mass  worth  $4.2  trillion, 
or  more  than  twice  the  annual  US 
federal  budget 

And  over  the  next  3  years,  the 
bank  headquartered  in  an  office 
tower  in  downtown  Frankfort,  will 
be  in  charge  of  one  of  the  most 
audacious  economic  projects  of 
modern  times:  instituting  a  single 
currency,  the  euro,  for  II  nations  of 
Western  Europe. 

The  new  money  officially  comes 
into  being  January  1.  In  the  first 
quarter  of  1999,  the  European 
Central  Bank  will  supervise  the 
start  of  printing  operations  for  a 
sum  total  of  13  billion  euro  ban¬ 
knotes  in  seven  different  denomina¬ 
tions. 

The  plain-speaking  Dutchman. 
Willem  “Wm"  Duisenberg,  chosen 
as  first  president  of  the  ECB  execu¬ 
tive  board,  should  become  as  famil¬ 
iar  a  figure  to  Europeans,  and  many 
outsiders,  as  .Alan  Greenspan, 
Federal  Reserve  chairman,  is  to 
Americans. 

His  appointment  was  a  messy, 
undignified  affair  that  seemed  to 
bode  ill  for  the  whole  euro  endeav¬ 
or.  Last  May.-at  a  European  Union 
summit.  French  President  Jacques 
Chirac  filibustered  for  hours  until 
Duisenberg,  according  to  the 
French,  agreed  to  serve  only  half  of 
foe  ECB  president's  normal  eight- 
year  term. 

France’s  objection  was  that  the 
63-year-o!d  former  chairman  of  the 
Netherlands’  central  bank  was  too 
dose  to  the  Germans. 

Chirac  said  he  got  the  deal  he 
wanted,  but  Duisenberg  lately  has 
been  saying  he  might  stick  around 
for  the  full  eight  years. 


(For  comparison  s  sake,  the  US 
Federal  Reserve  has  more  than  * 
23.000  people  on  its  payroll. ) 

“Many  tasks  will  be  decentral¬ 
ized:  biause  it’s  the  11  national 
banks  that  have  the  manpower, 
ECB  spokeswoman  JgP™ 
Karoline  Schueller  said.  “We  re 
confident  we  know  what  were 
doing.” 


A  flower  vendor  sets  price  tags  in  francs  and  euros  at  the  flower  market  In  Nice  this  week. 


THE’  May 'evertts’  initially  made  it 
seem  the  ECB  could  be  a  cat’s-paw 
for  Western  Europe’s  politicians. 


AO  euro  zone  governments,  with 
the  exception  of  those  in  Spain  and 
Ireland,  are  now  left-of-center  or 
Socialist-led,  and  are  faced  with 
slowing  growth. 

In  the  past,  the  reflex  on  the  left 
has  been  to  spend  tax  money  to 
fight  joblessness  or  jump-start  the 
ecooomy. 

The  ECB’s  mission,  though,  is 
strictly  defined  by  the  1992 
Maastricht  Treaty  that  created  the 
bank  along  with  the  euro.  It  is  keep¬ 
ing  prices  stable,  period.  It  is  not 
supposed  to  bail  out  defaulting  gov¬ 
ernments  or  provide  a  healthy  jolt  to 
their  economies. 

And  Duisenberg  has  been  Ann: 
The  bank  must  be  immune  to  out¬ 
side  pressures. 

“We  make  our  own  judgments, 
take  our  own  decisions  in  view  of 
our  own  analysis,"  he  told  reporters 
this  fall. 

In  the  ground-floor  lobby  of  the 
ECB,  housed  on  floors  23-36  of  a 
skyscraper  that  used  to  be  occupied 
by  a  German  trade  union  bank, 
workmen  in  denim  overalls  were 
still  wiping  down  metal  trim  on  the 
wails  and  doing  last-minute 
touchups  with  cans  of  spray  paint 


one  recent  morning  this  month. 

However,  Duisenberg  and  the  five 
other  members  of  the  bank's  execu¬ 
tive  board  -  men  from  France, 
Spain.  Italy  and  Germany  and  a 
woman  from  Finland  -  already 
have  much  to  reassure  expats  and 
the  markets  that  they  know  what 
they’re  doing. 

“For  the  moment,  we  have  possi¬ 
bly  the  best  central  bankers  avail¬ 
able  in  Europe,"  is  the  judgment  of 
Eckhard  Schulte,  seaior  economist 
and  ECB  watcher  at  the  Industrial 
Bank  of  Japan's  Frankfort  office. 


WITH  less  than  a  month  to  go 
before  the  start  of  the  euro,  central 
banks  in  all  euro  zone  countries  cut 
their  benchmark  interest  rate,  and  10 
(the  lone  holdout.  Italy,  joined  later  I 
agreed  to  set  a  uniform  3  percent 
interest  rate  for  the  euro’s  debut. 

The  concerted  action  proved  it 
was  possible  to  arrive  ai  a  single 
monetary  policy  for  the  diverse 
zones. 

What  the  ECB  doesn't  have  yet  is 
broad  public  suppon  or  trust.  It  has 
been  based  quite  intentionally  in 
Germany's  financial  capital  and 
patterned  after  that  country's  own 


ferociously  independent  central 
bank,  the  Bundesbank. 

But  many  Germans  would  prefer 
to  keep  their  own  national  currency, 
the  mark.  In  other  euro  nations, 
some  politicians  and  citizens  object 
to  yet  another  Pan-European  insti¬ 
tution  taking  decisions  that  affect 
their  lives. 

If  the  rare  causes,  or  coincides 
with,  economic  downturn  or  disrup¬ 
tion,  the  ECB  will  be  one  of  the  first 
targets  for  popular  fury. 

The  ECB  still  “must  sell  their  pol¬ 
icy,  and  do  it  everywhere  in 
Europe."  said  Yves-Thibault  de 
Silguy,  in  charge  .  of  monetary 
affairs  at  the  European 
Commission,  the  executive  arm  of 
the  European  Union. 

Along  with  governors  of  the 
national  central  banks,  Duisenberg 
and  ECB  Vice  President  Christian 
Noyer  of  France  are  supposed  to 
meet  twice  a  month  to  define  and 
execute  monetary  policy,  manage 
reserves  in  the  member  Banks’  ' 
vaults  and  promote  the  smooth 
operation  of  foreign'  exchange  and 


payment  systems. 

It  s  still  early,  of  course,  but  a 
report  from  the  Organization  for 


HEIR  to  a  monetary  institute  that 
began  planning  January  1. 1994,  for 
tbeeuro,  the  ECB  opened  for  tosi- 
ness  June  I  in  a  23-year-old  office 
building  rechristened  “Eurotower 
in  its  honor. 

It  has  no  assets,  and  salaries,  rent 
and  other  expenses  are  paid  from 
interest  on  a  $4.6  billion  fond  creat¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose  by  the  national 
central  banks. 

Ironically,  though  Britain  is  onT 
of  four  European  Union  members 
not  adopting  the  euro  on  January  1 . 
English  quickly  has  become  the 
working  language  at  the  ECB. 

On  October  13,  the  bank  defined 
its  task  as  keeping  Europe's  infla¬ 
tion  rate,  now  running  at  a  postwar 
low  of  0.7  percent  in  Germany,  to  2 
percent  a  year  or  less. 

Some  market  watchers  dunk  there 
will  have  to  be  additional  interest 
rate  cuts  in  early  1999  to  make  cred¬ 
it  easier  and  pump  more  money  into 
Europe's  economies  to  counter 
flagging  growth. 

Duisenberg,  though,  has  made  it 
clear  that  he  wants  to  keep  the  cur¬ 
rent  rate  in  the  near  term.  And  e'  en 
before  the  euro’s  official  debut,  he 
bas  put  participating  governments  ^ 
on  notice  that  the  European  Central  ™ 
Bank  is  determined  to  act  as  it  alone 
sees  fit. 

Politicians,  are  certainly  free  to 
give  advice  to  ihe  ECB.  the  Dutch 
cennal  banker  said,  but  “k  would  be 
very  abnormal  if  these  suggestions 
were  to  be  listened  to." 

(Los  Angeles  Times) 


Is  Saddam  trying  to  raise  the  ante? 


Iraq’s  actions  in  the  days  since  Operation  Desert  Fox  have,  in  some  ways,  been  as 
unpredictable  as  when  the  raids  were  under  way.  Howard  Schneider  reports  from  Cairo 


If  there  are  arty  clues  to  why 
Iraq  fired  on  American  war¬ 
planes  Monday  in  northern 
Iraq,  they  might  be  found  in  the 
comparative  Jack  of  resistance  put 
up  by  the  Iraqi  military  during 
four  days  of  heavy  bombardment 
earlier  this  month. 

After  restricting  his  forces  to  a 
largely  ineffective  effort  to  shoot 
down  cruise  missiles  with  anti-air¬ 
craft  guns  during  Operation  Desert 
Fox,  Iraqi  President  Saddam 
Hussein  may  now  be  trying  to 
show  Iraqis  and  the  world  that  he 
can  still  mount  a  response  -  a 
demonstration  at  least  partly 
demanded  by  Iraq's  internal  poli¬ 
tics. 

Perhaps  more  importantly,  he 
may  also  be  starting  to  reveal  bow 
be  plans  to  try  to  turn  the  US-led 
missile  and  bomb  strikes,  which 
ended  December  19,  to  his  advan¬ 
tage.  Far  from  compromising,  his 
plan  may  be  to  keep  pushing  his 
dispute  with  the  Middle  East  and 
the  world  to  its  limits,  expecting 


thai  at  some  point  the  costs  of 
enforcing  sanctions,  “no-fly" 
zones  and  other  restrictions  on 
Iraq  will  be  seen  as  more  trouble 
then  they  are  worth. 

“Saddam  has  a  clear  interest  in 
showing  be  was  not  cowed  by  the 
air  strikes  and  in  raising  the  ante." 
said  Patrick  Clawson,  director  of 
research  for  the  Washington 
Institute  for  Near  East  Policy. 
“And  that  is  exactly  what  he  is 
doing.  ...  He  thinks  that  he  can 
chip  away  at  the  restrictions  and 
win  some  compromises." 

Iraq’s  actions  in  the  days  since 
Operation  Desert  Fox  ended  have, 
in  some  ways,  been  as  unpre¬ 
dictable  as  when  the  raids  were 
under  way. 

Over  the  weekend,  Iraq  report¬ 
ed  incursions  by  hostile  aircraft 
in  southern  Iraq,  though  both  the 
British  and  Americans  insisted 
no  planes  bad  been  sent  there  at 
that  time.  And  once  before 
Monday's  incident  in  the  north. 
Western  pilots  in  the  soutiiern 


no-fly  zone  reported  seeing  anti¬ 
aircraft  fire  in  the  distance. 

At  the  same  time.  Saddam’s 
government  bas  refused  to  allow 
the  United  Nations  to  resume  the 
weapons  inspections  required 
before  international  sanctions 
against  Iraq  can  be  lifted. 

"Iraqi  officials  have  also  threat¬ 
ened  to  halt  the  UN  program  under 
which  their  country  can  sell  its  oil 
to  pay  for  food  and  medicine,  and 
have  given  conflicting  signals 
about  the  fate  of  the  hundreds  of 
UN  humanitarian  workers  there 
who  not  only  oversee  that  program 
but  direct  education,  health  and 
autrition  projects. 

Though  important  to  a  country 
laboring  under  a  stiff  economic 
embargo,  these  programs  are  also 
regarded  as  an  intrusion  on  its 
sovereignty  and  a  sign  of  its 
inability  to  use  its  oil  wealth  as  it 
chooses. 

Ultimately,  Saddam's  goal  is  to 
have  the  eight-year-old  sanctions 
lifted,  an  aim  he  promised  last 


spring  to  fulfill  by  the  end  of  this 
year.  While  there  is  substantial 
sympathy,  particularly  among 
Arab  countries,  for  finding  some 
way  to  relax  the  embargo  -  a 
sentiment  heightened  by  Desen 
Fox.  -  Monday's  incident  near 
Mosul  seemed  to  have  little  or  no 
connection  to  that  goal. 


RATHER,  Clawson  suggested,  his 
more  immediate  aim  may  be  to 
eliminate  the  no-fly  zones. 

Established  by  the  Western 
allies  after  tbe  Persian  Gulf  War 
to  shield  Iraq’s  Sbi’ite  Moslems 
in  the  south  and  its  ethnic  Kurds 
in  the  north,  the  zones  have  been 
only  sporadically  challenged  by 
Iraq,  allowing  the  West  to  keep 
them  intact  with  minimal  effort 
and  danger. 

Opposing  US  and  British  polic¬ 
ing  efforts  with  consistent  anti¬ 
aircraft  fire  or  by  staging  prohib¬ 
ited  military  flights  would 
require  a  more  sustained  effort  to 
enforce  the  no-fly  rules  -  and 
raise  the  prospect  of  repeated 
missile  strikes  against  Iraqi  anti¬ 
aircraft  batteries  or  planes. 

Given  growing  discomfort  in 
the  Arab  world  with  an  Iraqi  pol¬ 


icy  that  is  viewed  by  some  as 
punitive,  that  may  be  hard  to  jus¬ 
tify. 

While  the  no-fly  zones  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  countries  such  as 
Turkey  and  Saudi  Arabia  with  a 
vested  interest  in  border  security, 
they  were  instituted  by  the  US 
and  a  handful  of  allies,  not  by  the 
United  Nations  or  some  other 
international  body. 

In  countries  like  Egypt, 
Operation  Desert  Fox  left  many 
leaders  calling  for  the  US  and 
Britain  not  to  take  matters  into 
their  own  bands,  but  to  follow 
whatever  policy  is  set  by  the  UN 
Security  Council. 

The  attacks  may  also,  analysts 
suggested,  be  partly  meant  to  bol¬ 
ster  Saddam’s  stature  with  the 
Iraqi  military  after  a  missile  attack 
to  which  they  were  largely  unable 
to  respond. 

As  the  attack  started,  Baghdad 
newspapers  took  the  unusual  step 
of  acknowledging  that  Iraq’s  infe¬ 
rior  technology  left  its  military 
vulnerable  —  a  surprising  admis¬ 
sion  in  a  country  often  adamant 
about  insisting  on  the  superiority 
of  its  culture  to  others. 

(The  Washington  Post) 
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^  Lott  sets  blueprint  for  Clinton  trial 
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By  LAftHY  MARGASAK 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  -  House 
prosecutors  say  they  want  to  call 
witnesses  ai  President  Bill 
Clinton’s  impeachment  trial, 
which  could  begin  January  7 
under  a  blueprint  that  Senate 
Majority  Leader  Trent  Lott  pro¬ 
posed  to  Democrats. 

The  all-Republican  prosecution 
team,  holding  its  first  strategy  ses¬ 
sion'  Tbesday,  did  not  decide  who 
might  be  summoned  to  testify  before 
the  Smate,  several  of  its  members 
said.  The  House  now  must  await  a 
Seniffi  timetable  and  a  decision  on 
whether  wi  tnesses  will  be  permitted. 

In  interviews  with  The  Associated 
Press,  neither  Lon  nor  Senate 
Democratic  leader  Tom  Daschle 
endorsed  the  plan  of  the  13-member 
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prosecution  team  to  call  witnesses. 

Lott  said  he  believes  a  trial  could 
be  held  without  witnesses.  “Are 
witnesses  required?  1  don't  think 
so,”  he  told  the  AP. 

Senators  from  both  parties  have 
said  they  wanted  to  avoid  a  trial 
longer  than  several  weeks,  and  it 
was  unclear  whether  a  decision  to 
allow  witnesses  would  make  a 
quick  trial  impossible. 

Sen.  Mike  DeWine  (R-OH),  said 
yesterday  that  censuring  Clinton 
would  weaken  the  presidency. 

If  a  Senate  trial  is  short-circuited 
by  censure,  the  president’s  defend¬ 
ers  would  view  the  House 
impeachment  vote  as  “a  naked 
exercise  of  partisan  political 
power,"  but  would  never  have  a 
chance  to  win  acquittal  for 
Clinton,  DeWine  said.  “And  those 


who  wish  to  remove  the  president 
will  forever  be  denied  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  be  heard  by  the  Senate. 

“Denied  the  closure  of  a  trial,  1 
fear  that  censure  would  not  end 
the  civic  ugliness  in  which  we  are 
currently  mired,**  he  said. 

Lott  has  begun  addressing  a 
timetable,  said  a  Senate 
Democratic  leadership  source.  Lott 
told  Daschle  that  the  trial  could  get 
its  ceremonial  start  on  Januaiy  7, 
with  senators  gening  sworn  in  as 
jurors  by  Chief  Justice  William 
Rehnquisu  the  source  said.  The 
trial  could  begin  in  earnest  January 
11,  under  Lott's  plan.  The  source 
said  Daschle  (D-SD).  has  not 
agreed  to  the  dates  and  neither  has 
the  White  House.  But  the  proposal 
shows  that  the  Senate  is  prepared  lo 
move  fast  to  try  Clinton  on  two 


articles  of  impeachment  -  accusing 
him  of  grand  jury  perjury  and 
obstruction  of  justice  in  attempting 
to  conceal  an  extramarital  affair 
with  former  White  House  intern 
Monica  Lewinsky. 

Rep.  Bill  McCollum  (R-FL),  a 
senior  member  of  the  team  of  so- 
called  managers,  said  a  consensus 
emerged  on  calling  witnesses 
without  any  formal  votes  in 
Tuesday's  closed-door  session. 

“There  was  no  show  of  hands. 
But  I  am  anticipating,  based  on 
everything  we've  discussed  in  there 
today,  that  there  would  be  witness¬ 
es,  we  would  present  witnesses.  I 
don’t  think  there's  any  question 
about  that.”  he  told  reporters. 

Although  no  one  was  discussing 
names  publicly,  potential  witness¬ 
es  conceivably  could  include  Ms. 


.  _  i  i  planes  fired  missiles  and  Iaser-guid- 

* . ^  '&  ■’  ed  bombs  on  a  defense  site  in  south- 
601  *raQ  eariy  yesterday  after  it  fired 
six  to  eight  missiles  at  a  British  air- 
•  - '  craft,  government  officials  said. 

The  US  and  British  planes 
'  reiumed  to  their  bases  safely, 

.  "  Pentagon  officials  said,  in  what 

• was  the  second  American-lraqi 
"•  missile  exchange  in  a  no-fly  zone 

-  •  ...  since  Monday. 

:  At  the  White  House,  a  senior 

administration  official  said  dial  Iraq 
fired  the  surface-to-air  missiles  at 
'  the  ■  British  aircraft  US  aircraft 

responded  by  firing  two  missiles 
and  several  laser-guided  munitions 
at  the  Iraqi  air  defense  station. 
r.f:-  President  Bill  Clinton  was 
'  briefed  by  his  National  Security 
Council  advisers  before  flying  to  a 
i  South  Carolina  resort  to  begin  a 
holiday  vacation. 

•  *  •  “Our  allied  aircraft  will  continue 

to  enforce  the  no-fly  zones  vigor- 
;  V:  -  .  ously  ”  said  David  Lcavy,  a  White 

•  •  r-:  •  rl  Udose  spokesmxn:f‘As  Ae  presi-  •' 

-  ■•'dent has said,  they  .are.  1  key.  eie- 

■  -imientof  our  contkinment'poUcy.” 

Leavy  said  the  incident  “under-  ■ 
-  scores  the  continued  threat  that 

Saddam  IHussein]  poses  to  the 
region.  We  will  take  the  necessary 
J  f]  precautions  to  carry  out  our  mis- 

Q  T '  siori  and.to  protect  our  air  crews.” 

|  I  It |  At  the  Pentagon,  spokesman 

a  *  w  w  i  q,!  Richard  Bridges  said  20  US 

fighters  and  electronic  warfare 

, _ ..  planes  and  four  British  bombers 

i  Zzz  V.  were  patrolling  the  Iraqi  skies 

*■■■  whdn  the  incident  occurred,  a nor- 
?  w:-  maf presence  for  a  no-fly  mission.  ' 

-  Asked  if  any  Iraqi  missiles  came 
'r*  close  to  any  Western  aircraft, 
Bridges  said,  *T  have  no  indica¬ 
tion  they  were  anywhere  near  suc¬ 
cessful." 

He  said  die  Iraqis  often  don’t  turn 
on  targeting  radar  until  the  last  sec¬ 
ond  -  making  it  almost  impossible 
to  score  a  hit  -  because  the  anti-air¬ 
craft  site  doesn’t  want  to  draw  a 
radar-seeking  missile  response. 

“Tin  sure  Saddam  is  hoping  he’s 
'  -  going  to  get  lucky  at  some  point,” 

Bridges  said.  “We  have  robust 
rules  of  engagement  that  allow  us 
to  defend  ourselves  adequately." 

For  now,  it  appears  that  Iraq  is 
amply  taunting  US  and  British 
planes  in  the  no-fly  zone  by  throw¬ 
ing  up  missiles  as  part  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  challenge  the  tight  UN  and 
American  controls  on  the  country, 
according  to  foreign  policy  experts. 

Although  Iraq,  which  doesn’t 
accept  the  legitimacy  of  the  no-fly 
zones,  has  claimed  it  is  now  operat¬ 
ing  aircraft  in  the  off-limits  regions, 

'  Bridges  said  there  have  been  no 
.  '  reporiedsightings  of  Iraqi  planes  m 
the  region  in  the  past  few  days. 


Libya  orders 
arrest  of 
9  Americans  in 
?86  air  attack 

CAIRO  (AP)  -  In  a  symbolic 
move,  a  Libyan  prosecutor  yester¬ 
day  ordered  the  arrest  of  nine 
American  officials  ..  allegedly 
behind  the  1986  bombing  of  two 
Libyan  cities,  a  news  agency 
reported. 

•  Among  those  on  the  list  is  the 
late' William  Casey,  the  former 
director  of  the  CIA,  Egypt’s 
Middle  East  News  Agency  report¬ 
ed.  Former  president  Ronald 
Reagan,  who  ordered  the  bomb¬ 
ing,  was  not  on  the  list,  it  said. 

The  announcement  caine  as 
Libya  '  is  maneuvering  over 
American  and  British  demands 
that  two  Libyan  suspects  be  turned 
over  for  trial  in  the  Netherlands 
for  the  1988  bombing  of  a  Pan  Am 
jet,  which  killed  270  people. 

MENA  said  the  prosecutor, 
Mohammed  Abdel-Wahab, 
announced  the  arrest  orders  at  a 
news  conference  at  the  People’s 
Court  in  the  .  Libyan  capital  of 


Monumentai  sfrike;  ••.•"'V!"  -Z:Zh..X,.  •; 

A  Japanese  tbiirisf  takes  a  picfiire  tif  lus  son  Yesterday1  in  front  of  PUra’s  Tomb  oT  tbfr 
Unknown  Soldier  at  the  Arc  deTridhaphe,  whose  staff  was  on  strike  for  a  fifth  day.  (m 


Former  hostages  say  Yemeni  troops 
started  fatal  shootout 


ADEN  (AP)- Tourists  freed  after 
a  shoot-out  thar  killed  four  col¬ 
leagues  said  yesterday  thar  die  bat¬ 
tle  started  when  Yemeni  security 
fortes  attacked  the  Islamic  radicals 
who  were  holding  them  hostage. 

Their  accounts  appeared  to  con¬ 
tradict  a  Yemeni  government 
statement,  which  said  security 
forces  only  opened  fire  Tuesday 
after  the  kidnappers  began  killing 
some  of  the  hostages  at  a  camp  in 
southern  Yemen. 

The  hostages  said  that  once  the 
attack  began,  the  kidnappers  tried 
to  use  their  prisoners  as  shields  and 
eventually  shot  two  of  them  in 
“revenge  killings"  as  they  fled. 

“The  worst  time  for  me  was  that 
time  when  a  barrel  was  pointed  at 
my  chest  I  said.  ‘No,  no,  no,'" 
recounted  Erik  Firkin,  who  said  a 
fellow  captive,  a  woman,  was  shot 
dead  in  front  of  him  by  a  kidnapper. 

Three  Britons  and  an  Australian 
were  killed  in  the  siege,  and  two 
women,  an  American  and  a 
Briton,  were  wounded.  Yemen's 
Interior  Ministry  said  its  forces 
killed  three  of  the  kidnappers  and 


Eric  Firkin  iapj 

captured  three  others  during  the 
shootout  in  Mawdiyah,  175  miles 
south  of  the  capital,  Sanaa. 

Fitkin,  55,  from  Croyden, 
England,  said  he  was  with  a  group 
of  11  hostages.  The  kidnappers  had 
split  their  16  captives  into  two 
groups,  and  Firkin  and  Brian  Smith, 
another  hostage,  said  they  did  not 
know  how  the  other  group  had 
come  under  attack. 


Both  men  said  their  group  wound 
up  in  the  middle  of  a  gun  battle 
after  government  troops  opened  fire 
on  the  kidnappers  as  they  fled  with 
their  hostages. 

“We  were  being  led  into  the 
mountains  to  a  hiding.  Then  we 
beard  (he  gunfire,"  said  Fokin,  a 
chemistry  professor. 

Smith,  52,  said  the  gun  battle 
went  on  for  about  two  hours,  with 
bullets  whizzing  over  the  heads  of 
the  hostages. 

One  of  the  wounded,  Claire 
Marston  of  Britain,  was  “in  a  very 
bad  way,”  British  diplomat  David 
Pearce  told  reporters. 

Marston  had  surgery  on  her 
shoulder  -  where  she  was  shot  - 
and  knew  chat  her  husband  Peter 
Rowe  had  been  killed,  Pearce  said. 

The  other  woman,  an  unidentified 
American,  was  shot  in  the  pelvis, 
hospital  officials  said. 

Yemeni  officials  said  one  of  those 
captured  was  the  leader  of  the 
group,  Osama  Masri  of  Egypt.  In 
Cairo,  Egyptian  security  sources 
said  the  name  was  the  alias  of  a 
wanted  Islamic  extremist. 


Lewinsky,  presidential  secretary 
Betty  Currie,  and  presidential 
friend  Vernon  Jordan. 

Lott  said  he  wants  senators  to  vote 
on  removing  Clinton  from  office 
before  seriously  considering  cen¬ 
sure  as  an  alternative.  “I  would  pre¬ 
fer  that  there  would  be  a  vote  cm  the 
articles  of  impeachment,”  he  said. 

Daschle  said  the  question  about 
witnesses  hadn’t  been  resolved. 
“It's  fair  to  say  that  Senator  -Lon 
and  I  are  both  comfortable  with 
proceeding  without  witnesses,"  he 
said,  adding  that  it  was  a  matter 
that  would  have  to  be  discussed  in 
party  cancuaes/i 

He. also  said  he  has  asked  some 
>  senators  to  draft  censure  resolu¬ 
tions.  "There  are  a  lot  of  different 
wordings.  There  are  a  lor  of  differ¬ 
ent  scenarios,"  he  said. 


Leaders 
roasted  over 
Cyprus 
S-300 
backdown 


NICOSIA  (Reuters)  -  Cyprus 
President  Glafcos  Clerides  and 
Greek  Prime  Minister  Costas 
Simitis  took  a  political  roasting 
yesterday  after  Cyprus  dropped 
its  cherished  plan  to  bring 
Russian-built  anti-aircraft  mis¬ 
siles  onto  the  divided  island. 

But  Western  allies  of  Greece 
and  Turkey  heaved  a  sigh  of 
relief  at  a  move  expected  to  cool 
tension  between  two  NATO  part¬ 
ners  as  the  S-300  missiles  stood 
packed  and  ready  for  shipment 
from  a  Russian  port. 

Turkey,  which  sponsors  a 
breakaway  Turkish  Cypriot  mini¬ 
state,  had  threatened  to  destroy 
the  missiles  if  they  were 
deployed  on  the  island. 

It  said  yesterday  they  would 
still  increase  tensions  in  the 
Aegean  if  they  were  sent  to 
Crete,  as  Greece  and  Cyprus  now 
intend. 

‘1  find  itjncredibly  wrong  that 
..,.one.  .,NATU-tnejnb_e(-. , .co, untry  . 
should  bringfliigyl^rtfl  ! 

another  NATO' country,"  Turkish  \ 
Ebreign  .MiniaieT/'jIswajlniCem  ; 
..told  ■  a.  news /.conference  .•  in  1 
Ankara. 

Cypriot  socialist  leader  Vassos 
Lyssarides  launched  a  move  to 
pull  his  EDEK  party  out  of 
Clerides’  administration,  saying 
the  decision  would  be'  seen  as 
bowing  toTuritish'  blackmail." 

Alekos  Alavanos,  a  European 
parliament  deputy  for  Greece’s 
Coalition -of  the- Left,  said;  “It  is 
like  ordering  a  bathtub  for  your 
house  and  being  forced. to'  pnt  it 
in  the  neighbor's  house." 

Athens  Radio  Flash  mocked 
the  decision  as  a  half-measure, 
suggesting  the  S-300s  be 
renamed  S-150s. 

Austria,  holder  of  the  European 
Union’s  rotating  presidency,  said 
the  decision  showed  the  EU  had 
been  correct  to  put  Cyprus  on  the 
fast  track-  to  membership  -  a 
move  which  was  deeply  resented 
by  Turkey 

Germany,  which  takes  the  pres¬ 
idency  Friday,  called  for  cuts  in 
“the  dangerously  high  level  of 
weaponry  on  Cyprus”  and  urged 
Turkey,  which  has  30,000  troops 
on  the  island,  to  reduce  its  mili¬ 
tary  presence. 

Britain,  which  still  has  air 
bases  on  its  former  island  colony, 
and  the  US,  which  has  been  try¬ 
ing  for  years  to  mediate  a  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Cyprus  conflict,  wel¬ 
comed  the  decision  when  it  was 
announced  by  Clerides  Tuesday 
after  a  trip  to  .Athens  for  talks 
with  Simitis. 
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Chechnya’s  president  Wariords  can’t  remove  me 

MOSCOW  (AP)  -  Chechnya’s  president  said  yesterday  that  war¬ 
lords  attempting  to  drive  him  from  office  would  not  succeed 
because  he  still  has  the  support  of  the  people  who  had  elected  him. 

President  Aslan  Maskhadov  has  seen  many  of  his  former  allies 
turn  against  him  in  recent  months  and  mount  a  concerted  campaign 
to  remove  him  as  leader. 

But  Maskhadov  said  it  would  prove  impossible  “to  crush  a  popu¬ 
larly  elected  president,"  the  ITAR-Tbss  news  agency  reported. 

Maskhadov  was  a  top  guerrilla  commander  in  the  1994-96  war 
against  Russia,  and  he  won  an  overwhelming  election  victory  short¬ 
ly  after  the  war  ended  and  the  Russian  troops  left.  But  he’s  been 
unable  to  bring  law  and  order  to  Chechnya  or  rebuild  the  fractured 
economy. 

Grand  jury  indicts  1  in  Oklahoma  (Sty  bombing 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (AP)  -  A  county  grand  jury  that  investigat¬ 
ed  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing  and  a  shadowy  network  of  white 
supremacists  returned  one  indictment  yesterday. 

Details  of  the  indictment  were  not  immediately  available  as 
District  Judge  Bill  Burkett  read  the  grand  jury’s  lengthy  report  out 
loud  in  the  courtroom. 

“We  have  returned  one  indictment.  We  leave  other  charging  deci¬ 
sions  in  this  matwr  to  the  appropriate  authorities,"  the  report  said. 

South  Africans  rash  to  recJabn  confiscated  land 

CAPE  TOWN  (AP)  -  South  African  officials  have  been  swamped 
as  thousands  of  blacks  rushed  to  file  claims  before  today's  deadline 
to  reclaim  land  confiscated  daring  white  rule. 

Officials  at  the  Department  of  Land  Affairs  told  the  Cape  Times 
newspaper  yesterday  that  some  regional  offices  had  received  more 
than  1,000  calls  in  recent  days  from  people  seeking  to  press  their 
claims. 

Land  Affairs  Director-General  Geoff  Budlender  said  a  total  of 
about  40,000  rlaims  would  be  registered  by  the  cutoff  point. 

In  the  past,  colonial  governments  and  then  apartheid  rulers  con¬ 
fiscated  the  best  land  for  whites,  crowding  millions  of  blacks  into 
tiny  tribal  homelands  unable  to  support  such  large  populations. 

Mother  of  oeluplels:  1  did  if  for  love1 

HOUSTON  (AP)  -  After  paying  a  visit  to  her  seven  surviving 
babies,  Nkem  Chukwu  said  yesterday  she  suffered  the  discomfort 
and  difficulty  of  carrying  octuplets  for  one  reason  -  for  love. 

Chukwu  spoke  publicly  for  the  first  time  as  she  prepared  to  leave 
the  hospital,  three  months  after  entering  to  wait  for  the  birth  of  her 
eight  babies.  She  looked  frail  but  happy,  as  she  and  her  husband. 
Iyke  Louis  Udobi,  addressed  reporters. 

“It  wasn't  easy,  but  I  did  it  for  the  love  I  have  for  them.  “I  knew 
one  day  it  will  be  over.” 

Hie  seven  surviving  octuplets  -  the  littlest,  Odera,  died  Sunday  - 
remained  in  critical  but  stable  condition.  Four  were  breathing  on 
their  own,  while  three  needed  help  from  ventilators.  They're 
expected  to  remain  hospitalized  for  at  least  three  months. 


Cambodia’s  king  won’t 
approve  amnesty  for 
Khmer  Rouge 


By  CMB8  FOMTAME 

PHNOM  PENH,  Cambodia 
(AP)  -  Cambodia’s  king  refused 
yesterday  to  approve  an  amnesty 
for  two  Khmer  Rouge  leaders, 
even  though  the  nation’s  autocrat¬ 
ic  prime  minister  has  promised  to 
shield  them  from  trial. 

The  refusal  casts  doubt  on  the 
legitimacy  of  the  deal  Prime 
Minister  Hun  Sen  made  with 
Khieu  Samphan  and  Nuon  Chea  to 
defect  to  the  government  in 
exchange  for  assurances  they  will 
not  be  tried  for  crimes  against 
humanity. 

“Taking  into  account  the  very 
wide  and  undeniable  discontent 
of  the  majority  of  the  Khmer  peo¬ 
ple,  I  announce  to  this  majority 
that  I  respect  them  and  will  not 
renew  my  power  of  amnesty  for 
major  Khmer  Rouge  criminals. 
King  Norodom  Sihanouk  said  in 
a  dispatch  from  Beijing,  where  he 
is  receiving  medical  treatment. 

“From  now  on,  I  leave  all  the 
responsibility  to  Hun  Sen  of  han¬ 
dling  this  unfortunate  and  dramat¬ 
ic  affair  of  pardons  accorded  to  the 
Khmer  Rouge,"  he  said.  “I  will 
sign  no  more  decrees  concerning 
the  Khmer  Rouge 

Whether  Hun  Sen  would  go 
ahead  with  the  amnesty  was 


unclear. 

Although  the  76-year-old 
Sihanouk  is  popular  in  Cambodia, 
he  is  largely  a  figurehead. 

Hun  Sen,  however,  is 
Cambodia’s  most  powerful  man 
and  his  will  amounts  to  law.  He 
controls  the  judiciary  and  security 
services  and  could  accord  the  pair 
a  de  facto  pardon,  possibly 
through  die  pliant  court  system. 

Sihanouk  said  an  international 
tribunal  would  have  “the  perfect 
right  to  take  up  the  case  of  geno¬ 
cide  in  Cambodia,  because  it 
concerns  crimes  against  human¬ 
ity.” 

His  announcement  came  hours 
after  the  two  Khmer  Rouge  lead¬ 
ers  apologized  for  the  deaths  of  as 
many  as  two  million  people  dur¬ 
ing  their  brutal  1975-79  regime 
and  asked  Cambodians  to  forget 
the  past. 

Khieu  Samphan  and  Nuon  Chea, 
members  of  the  inner  circle  of  the 
Late  Khmer  Rouge  leader  Pol  Pot, 
have  stayed  in  a  luxury  hotel  since 
coming  to  Phnom  Penh  on 
Tuesday  to  cement  their  deal. 

Their  families  are  touring  the 
temples  and  palaces  of  a  capital 
emptied  at  gunpoint  in  1975,  when 
the  Khmer  Rouge  forced 
Cambodians  into  rural  slave  labor 
camps. 
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Politician  or  president 


It  may  be  true,  as  some  have  claimed,  that  the 
direct  ejection  of  the  prime  minister  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  quasi-presidential  political  system  in 
Israel,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  the  role  of  the 
president  has  been  either  diminished  or 
enhanced.  The  president  of  the  State  of  Israel 
still  has  a  very  important  purpose  to  fulfill  as  a 
national  figure  who  remains  above  the  rough- 
and-tumble  of  politics.  The  direct  meddling  in 
matters  political  recently  exhibited  by  President 
Ezer  Weizman  represents  a  dangerous  departure 
from  the  normal  tasks  of  the  office.  If  such  polit¬ 
ical  activity  is  allowed  to  continue,  the  integrity 
of  the  presidency  will  be  tarnished  and  its 
stature  diminished,  to  the  detriment  of  ail. 

Weizman  has  in  his  six  years  in  office 
acquired  a  well-deserved  reputation  as  the  most 
political  president  in  Israel's  history.  But  even  in 
contrast  to  other  controversies  in  which  he  has 
been  involved,  the  reports  that  Weizman  has 
been  working  hard  to  persuade  Labor  Party 
chairman  Ehud  Barak  and  political  newcomer 
LL'Gen.  (res.)  Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak  to  join 
forces,  instead  of  running  against  each  other, 
really  indicate  that  Weizman  has  lost  all  sense  of 
proportion  regarding  what  he  is  properly 
allowed  and  not  allowed  to  do  as  long  as  he 
occupies  Beit  Hanassi.  The  emergence  of 
Shahak  as  a  potentially  major  electoral  force 
has  been  shaking  the  political  system  for  weeks 
now.  and  Shahak’s  selection  of  allies  and  run¬ 
ning-mates  is  obviously  going  to  have  serious 
effects,  both  in  the  election  for  prime  minister 
and  the  coalition-building  that  will  take  place 
after  the  votes  are  counted  after  the  elections  on 
May  17.  Any  influence  the  president  may  have 
on  Shahak's  decisions  therefore  translates  into 
influence  on  the  choice  put  before  the  voter  on 
election  day  and  on  the  practical  results  of  the 
vote.  This  is  political  meddling  of  the  clearest 
sort. 

The  last-minute  cancellation  yesterday  of 
VVeizman's  scheduled  meeting  with  Shahak  was 
a  rather  lame  attempt  at  crisis-control  on  the 
part  of  his  office,  which  barely  even  blunted  the 
criticism  that  rightly  came  from  all  sides  -  from 
Likud  Health  Minister  Yehoshua  Matza  and 
Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud  Olmert  on  the  Right  all 
the  way  to  Meretz  MIC  Dedi  Zuckeron  the  Left. 

The  office  of  president  was  conceived  50 
years  ago  as  a  ceremonial  position  roughly  akin 
to  that  of  the  governor-general  in  the  countries 
of  the  British  Commonwealth.  As  head  of  state, 
the  president  may  be  at  the  top  of  the  protocol 
list  when  it  comes  to  officially  representing  the 
country,  but  in  actual  fact  his  powers  are  severe¬ 
ly  limited.  Aside  from  the  task  of  selecting  the 
Knesset  member  who  will  form  a  new  govern¬ 
ment  upon  the  termination  of  a  previous  gov¬ 


ernment  -  a  role  which  was  actually  cancelled 
two  years  ago  with  the  adoption  of  the  direct 
election  of  the  prime  minister  -  and  the  author¬ 
ity  to  grant  pantons,  the  president's  position  is 
largely  form  devoid  of  contenL  As  the  first  pres¬ 
ident,  Ezer  Weizman’s  uncle  Chaim  Weizmann 
learned  while  chafing  under  the  strictures  of  the 
job  that  true  power  resides  with  the  prime  min¬ 
ister.  The  concept  of  the  presidency  being 
reserved  not  for  power-wielding  politicians,  but 
rather  men  of  arts  and  sciences,  was  perfectly 
exemplified  by  the  offer  made  to  and  politely 
refused  by  Albert  Einstein  -  who  was  as  far 
removed  from  politics  as  possible  -  to  assume 
the  office  after  Chaim  Weizmann' s  death. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  president  cannot  use 
the  trappings  of  his  office  to  play  an  important 
national  role.  Indeed,  the  distance  the  president 
is  expected  to  maintain  from  politics  can  be  an 
advantage.  Various  Israeli  presidents  have  made 
wise  use  of  the  opportunities  given  them  to 
serve  as  a  unifying  force  in  times  of  trouble  or 
grief,  and  as  a  symbol  all  citizens  can  share  and 
turn  to.  The  numerous  positive  movements  for 
change  in  Israeli  society  which  began  with  a 
symbolic  presence  outside  Beit  Hanassi,  rather 
than  more  politically  chained  locations  in 
Jerusalem,  testify  to  the  importance  of  the  pres¬ 
idency  as  national  symbol.  The  problem  begins 
when  the  presidency  is  regarded  as  a  perk  to  be 
given  to  politicians  who  various  interests  would 
like  to  see  kicked  upstairs,  rather  than  to  nation¬ 
al  and  apolitical  figures.  Politicians  by  their 
nature  have  well  developed  egos  and  have  a 
hard  time  imagining  themselves  removed  from 
positions  of  direct  influence.  Hence  the  tempta¬ 
tion  to  exceed  the  limits  of  the  office. 

Ezer  Weizman  has  always  been  a  mercurial 
political  figure,  who  began  spouting  off  on 
political  matters  even  before  he  retired  from  the 
air  force  as  a  major-general.  During  his  political 
career,  ranging  all  the  way  from  being 
Menachem  Begins  heir-apparent  at  one  point  to 
occupying  one  of  the  most  dovish  positions  in 
the  Labor  Party,  he  could  always  be  counted  on 
to  shoot  from  the  hip  and  do  something  contro¬ 
versial.  It  was  therefore  usually  with  a  modicum 
of  understanding  that  his  penchant  for  some¬ 
times  over-stepping  the  strictures  of  the  presi¬ 
dency  was  received  in  the  past,  even  as  he  irked 
a  succession  of  prime  ministers.  His  popularity 
with  the  people  has  also  served  him  well. 

This  time,  however,  by  so  baldly  meddling  in 
what  could  be  fateful  political  matters. 
Weizman  has  gone  beyond  what  even  his  admir¬ 
ers  can  tolerate.  He  needs  to  decide  whether  he 
wants  to  be  a  politician  or  the  president.  Mixing 
both  is  bound  to  harm  the  presidency,  an  impor¬ 
tant  position  Israel  would  be  ill-advised  to  lose. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


ONLY  FAIR 


APING  AMERICAN  CULTURE 


Sir,  -  Reading  of  David  Levy’s 
impending  union  with  the  Labor 
Party  reminds  me  of  an  aphorism 
attributed  to  Winston  Churchill. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Second  World 
War  Churchill  was  advised  that 
this  war  wouldn’t  be  like  the  Great 
War  that  preceded  it  as  the  Italians 
would  now  be  allied  with  the 
Germans. 

“That's  only  fair.”  said 
Churchill,  “We  had  them  last 


Petah  Tikva. 


L  REYERD 


FUTILE  SWATTING 


Sir.  -  My  dear  friend  Mark 
Heller  eloquently  states  the  case 
for  withdrawing  IDF  troops  from 
Lebanon  in  “A  Bizarre  Situation,” 
(December  25). 

Let  me  respond  with  an  analogy: 
Your  neighbor  is  a  beekeeper,  who 
periodically  for  self-serving  rea¬ 
sons  looses  his  bees  into  your 
yard.  Despite  repeated  requests  by 
you,  he  continues  to  loose  his 
swarms  upon  you.  Is  the  answer  to 
hopelessly  keep  swatting  at  the 
bees  or  to  take  concrete,  forceful 
action  against  the  beekeeper? 

You  are  right,  Mark.  It  is  futile 
to  keep  swatting  at  Hizbullah.  We 
must  go  after  the  beekeeper,  Hafez 
Assad! 


Sir,  -  As  if  it  were  not  enough 
that  our  children  are  exposed  to 
many  hours  of  watching  American 
films  on  TV,  here  comes  the  men¬ 
ial  onslaughi  of  English  study 
textbooks  for  our  schoolchildren 
compiled  by  American  immigrant 
teachers. 

1  am  referring  specifically  to 
Radio  Fever  for  Grade  8,  both  in 
content  and  graphics  as  alien  to 
Israeli  youngsters  as  can  be.  Of 
what  interest,  for  example,  may 
the  “Memories  of  1968,”  the 
American  non-conformist  youth 
rebellion,  be«to  a  14-year  old 
Israeli  pupil  in  1998?  Or  the 
results  of  a  baseball  game  between 
two  American  teams  as  many 
years  ago. 

The  chopped  up,  fragmentary 
presentation  of  reading  items, 
tbe  loud,  distracting  illustra¬ 


tions,  all  add  to  the  shallow¬ 
ness,  the  lack  of  cohesion  of  the 
“stories.”  Needless  to  say,  the 
vocabulary  of  these  pseudo- 
journalistic  pieces  contains  a 
lot  of  pretentious,  useless  bal¬ 
last. 

How  could  our  Ministry  of 
Education  approve  of  such  a  text¬ 
book  for  our  schoolchildren, 
unless  it,  too,  like  many  Israeli 
consumers,  has  succumbed  to  tbe 
prevailing  trend  of  aping  some  of 
the  least  desirable  aspects  of  what 
passes  for  “American  culture" 


PNINA  GOLDNER 
Retired  supervisor  and  English 
teacher. 


Kiiyat  Haim. 


DEROGATORY  STATEMENTS 


MICHAEL  D.HIRSCH 


Kochav  Yair. 


Sir,  -  Jonathan  Rosenblum,  in 
“Yossi  Sarid,  hypocrite”  (Dec  25), 
refers  to  a  comment  he  quoted 
allegedly  made  by  Gideon  Samet 
about  ba'alei  tesnuva  (the  newly 
observant). 

A  while  ago  I  heard  a  prominent 
Los  Angeles  rabbi,  who  was  also 
at  the  recent  Agudah  conference  in 
New  Jersey,  tell  his  congregation 
in  a  Shabbat  sermon  to  be  careful 
of  “contaminating”  their  children 
by  exposing  them  to  ba  "alei  teshu - 


Derogatory  statements,  Mr. 
Rosenblum,  are  not  restricted  to 
the  Left  only.  By  the  way,  I  did 
not  hear  this  rabbi  say  that 
Orthodox  institutions  should 
turn  away  ba’alei  teshuva 
money  as  it  may  cause  addition¬ 
al  contamination.  Zt  seems  their 
money  is,  at  least  for  the 
moment,  acceptable. 


GITA  HURWITZ 


Jerusalem. 


FROM  OUR  ARCHIVES 


65 years  ago:  On  December  3 1 , 
1933.  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
on  the  installation  of  the  third  tur¬ 
bine  at  the  hydro-electric  plant  of 
the  Palestine  Electric  Corporation 
at  Naharayim  on  the  Jordan 
River,  bringing  the  total  horse¬ 
power  in  use  to  30,000.  A  room 
had  been  set  up  for  the  fourth  tur¬ 
bine. 


50  years  ago :  On  December  3 1 , 
1948,  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
that  two  Egyptian  planes  had 
been  shot  down  in  the  Negev.  At 
the  UN  Security  Council  deliber¬ 
ations  the  British  delegations 
complained  that  Israeli  forces, 
pressing  the  retreating  Egyptians 
hard,  had  already  crossed  the 
international  border. 


25  years  ago:  On  December  3 1. 
1973,  The  Jerusalem  Post  report¬ 
ed  that  Israel's  armed  forces  were 
on  a  special  alert  as  the  nation 
prepared  to  go  to  the  polls  to 
choose  the  Eighth  Knesset  and 
about  140  heads  of  the  local 
cooncils. 


Alexander  Zvietti 


Uniform  fetish  Dry  Bones 


DANIEL  DORON 


Like  successive  marriages,  the 
blind  faith  of  Israelis  that 
“clean,  new1"  leadership  will 
set  all  wrongs  right  represents  the 
triumph  of  hope  over  experience. 

Again  and  again,  our  statist  dis¬ 
tributive  system,  corrupts  politics 
and  brings  out  the  worst,  even  in 
the  best.  Rampant  statism  has 
ground  the  Soviet  empire  to  dust, 
and  caused  us  disaster  after  disas¬ 
ter.  Yet,  after  each  catastrophe,  we 
search  amidst  the  rubble  for  a  new 
white  hope,  clinging  to  the  illu¬ 
sion  that  given  the  “right”  Leader¬ 
ship,  Israel  can  revive  itself  with¬ 
out  paying  tbe  painful  cost  of  true 
reform. 

Each  time  we  swear  never  to 
trust  politicians  again,  but  .then 
follow,  like  enchanted  children, 
the  latest  pied  piper  YigaJ  Alton, 
Moshe  Dayan,  Yigael  Yadin.  Ezer 
Weizman  or  Yitzhak  Rabin  -  all, 
incidentally,  ex-generals.  Israelis 
obviously  prefer  their  saviors  in 
mufti, This  despite  ample  evidence 
that  generals,  with  few  exceptions, 
make  poor  civilian  leaders,  and 
even  though  our  generals,  judging 
by  our  army's  cost  and  perfor¬ 
mance,  have  little  to  crow  about 
In  fact  some  of  Israel's  greatest 
calamities  occurred  when  martial 
men  were  at  tbe  helm. 

Yet,  we  seem  unable  to  resist  tbe 
belief  that  by  some  magic,  die 
sheer  force  of  a  “clean"  leader's 
personality  will  create  a  land  of 
milk-pure  politics  and  honey-sweet 
prosperity,  delivering  everything 
for  free:  free  education,  free  wel¬ 
fare,  free  medicine,  free  dreams. 

W.C.  Fields  opined  that  new 
suckers  are  bom  every  minute,  so 
charlatans  will  always  prosper.  In 
Israel,  blind  faith  seems  so 
ingrained  that  the  stock  of  suckers 
doesn’t  even  need  replenishing. 

How  else  could  Amnon  Lipkin- 
Shahak  gamer  so  much  support 
before  even  making  any  promises, 
simply  because  he  seems  to  be  a 
really  nice  guy  with  a  winning 
demi-smile;  how  could  Ronni 
Milo,  a  failed  mayor  who  could 


not  even  collect  garbage  efficient¬ 
ly,  seem  a  serious  contender,  just 
because  he  rails  against  the 
Orthodox? 

True,  in  contrast  to  most  of  our 
politicians,  just  being  a  nice  guy 
must  seem  a  great  virtue;  and  rail¬ 
ing  against  the  haredim  seems  like 
a  positive  actiou  plan  compared  to 
the  pablum  of  meaningless  gener¬ 
alities  offered  by  others. 

And  Shahak  may,  in  fact,  turn  out 
to  be  even  more  than  die  mere  ami¬ 
able,  reliable,  ”strong-quiet-type" 
father  figure  that  so  many  apparent¬ 
ly  yearn  for.  An  ex-chief  of  staff,  a 
man  of  proven  bravery,  be  has 
many  admiring  friends  (in  the  right- 
places)  and  noi  too  many  enemies. 

But  would  it  not  be  more  prudent 
if,  before  placing  our  destiny  in  bis 
bands,  we  asked  a  few  questions 
and  learned  how  good  a  chief  of 
staff  be  really  was,  and  whether  the 
claims  of  his  critics  are  plain 
calumny  or  have  some  substance? 
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OUR  army,  as  anyone  who  serves 
in  the  reserves  knows,  is  not 
exactly  the  paragon  of  good  man¬ 
agement;  perhaps  it  cannot  be.  But 
whatever  happened  to  the  much 
touted  “small  but  efficient  and 
smart  fighting  force”  first 
promised,  by  Shahak’s  predeces¬ 
sor,  Ehud  Barak  (whose  own 
record  as  chief  of  staff  ought  to 
also  pass  serious  scrutiny)? 

If  generals  fail  to  accomplish 
their  goals  in  the  military,  where 
they  command  others  to  do  then- 
bidding.  why  would  they  be  more 
successful  in  our  dysfunctional 
political  environment?  Should 
military  leaders  not  be  held 
accountable  fen:  the  army’s  less- 
than -stellar  performance  and  the 
many  mishaps  and  accidents  that 
regularly  plague  it?  Does  it  not  say 
something  about  their  leadership? 

There  is.  moreover,  a  nagging 
feeling  that  the  army,  like  politi¬ 
cians  and  the  senior  government 
bureaucracy,  has  became  a  part  of 
those  interlocking  elites  that  dom¬ 
inate  our  all-pervasive  public  sec¬ 


tor,  as  well  as  our  so-called  “  pri¬ 
vate  sector,”  that  is  still  so  depen¬ 
dent  on  government  granted 
monopoly  rents  and  other 
“arrangements”  that  it  cannot  be 
considered  really  private. 

It  is  difficult  to  recall  any  former 
generals  who  have  implemented  a 
reform  or  agitated  for  change  in  any 
of  the  fields  they  have  entered,  or 
even  many  that  particularly  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  as  managers. 

In  fact,  the  same  brave  pilots  who 
have  risked  their  life  while  in  ser¬ 
vice,  the  same  brave  army  doctors 
and  other  dauntless  fighters  have 
acted,  once  in  civilian  life,  in  a  law¬ 
less  devil-may-care  manner  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  their  sectorial  interests, 
proving  that  our  system  is  able  to 
corrupt  even  the  best  of  men. 

Indeed,  even  while  he  spoke 


about  the  need  for  change. 
Shahak.  in  his  capacity  as  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  Teva,  did  not  hesitate  to  vote 
to  keep  Eli  Hunvitz  as  chairman 
of  the  board,  though  he  was  con¬ 
victed  of  a  felony. 

Nor  does  he  seem  embarrassed 
at  trying  to  piece  together  a  pamf1- 
with  candidates  whose  positions 
are  known  to  be  worlds  apart. 

True  reform  of  our  destructive 
system  will  require  breaking  the 
stranglehold  of  our  old  elites  and 
their  corrupting  arrangements.  It 
is  highly  doubtful  that  this  will  be 
accomplished  by  “one  of  the 
boys,”  by  someone  dependent  for 
campaign  financing  and  for  politi¬ 
cal  clout  on  the  very  same  “guys 
from  the  Jacuzzi.”  who  run  the  old 
cozy  system  —  however  noble  and 
sincere  his  intentions  may  be. 


Netanyahu’s  test 


The  very  destiny  of  the 
Jewish  state  could  be  decid¬ 
ed  within  the  next  four 
months. 

Much  rests  on  whether  or  no! 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  can  prove  be 
is  more  than  a  glib  TV  performer. 
That  he  will  cease  dithering.  And 
that  be  will  make  up  his  mind  to 
combine  oratory  with  positive 
action. 

The  insidious  dangers  of  Israelis 
demeaning  themselves,  seeking  out¬ 
siders  to  help  solve  their  pohrical 
problems,  mount  on  all  sides. 
Already  Labor  leader  Ehud  Barak 
leans  heavily  on  American  spin- 
doctors  on  how  to  persuade  Israelis 
to  vote  for  him.  What  need  is  there 
for  foreigners  -  when  he  has  a 
choice  of  fire  million  fellow  citizens 
who  can  give  ail  the  advice  he  needs 
for  tbe  next  two  thousand  years. 

In  this  matter.  Netanyahu  too  is 
guilty.  CIA  operatives  check 
whether  Arab  terrorists  have  been 
imprisoned  by  Yasser  Arafat  as 
agreed  at  Wye  River.  Without 
much  success  it  seems.  They  still 
“escape”  with  the  greatest  of  ease. 

The  majority  of  Israelis  in  the 
national  camp  -  stigmatized  as 
“right  wing”  -  have  during  the 
past  two  years  been  thrown  into 
disarray  by  Netanyahu’s  persistent 
and  fruitless  pursuit  of  the  “cen¬ 
ter”  by  speaking  from  both  cor- 
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ners  of  bismoutfa  at  the-same  time. 

On  the  one  band,  he  claims  he  is 
determined.;. to  sianfi"  firm  on. 
Palestinians  living  up'  to  their 
commitments  to  stop  terrorism, 
arrest  known  killers  of  Jews,  cease 
intifada-style  street  violence,  sur¬ 
render  illegal  arms  and  disarm  the 
grossly  overmanned  Palestinian 
militia,  which  each  passing  day 
resembles  a  full-blown  army. 

Yet  this  very  week  Netanyahu's 
lack  of  resolve  was  demonstrated 
at  the  Palestinian  airport  in  Gaza 
where,  by  mutual  agreement. 
Israeli  security  officials  have  the 
right  -  and  duty  -  to  check  incom¬ 
ing  planes.  When  the  Palestinians 
refused  to  allow  the  security  offi¬ 
cials  to  examine  an  Egyptian  plane. 
Israel  gave  way  -  and  there  was  no 
check  carried  out  or  efforts  made  to 
resolve  the  mystery  concerning 
reports  of  four  unidentified  passen¬ 
gers  on  the  aircraft.  When  is 
Netanyahu  going  to  stand  firm  on 
Israeli  rights?  Time  is  short  - 
every  day  of  supine  lack  of  purpose 
and  red  leadership  qualities  could 
drive  a  nail  into  his  political  coffin. 


IN  essence,  Netanyahu  faces  two 
major  rivals  for  the  premiership: 
Ehud  Barak  and  Amnon  Lipkin- 


Shahak--  Both  .  were  highly  suc- 
-  cessful  array  commanders  -  Barak 
m  tite  /Sayetfet  Maikal  efite^ifiit 
and  Shahak.  a  paratroop  comman¬ 
der.  Both  became  chiefs  of 
General  Staff. 

But  in  truth  neither  made  a  deep 
impression  in  that  role.  Neither 
man  came  up  with  a  military 
answer  to  the  Lebanese  problem. 
So  there  is  precious  little  reason 
for  either  of  them  to  even  pretend 
they  were  of  the  same  giant-like 
stature  of  a  Yitzhak  Rabin  or 
Moshe  Dayan  in  that  role. 

Barak's  Operation  Accountability 
in  1993  involving  air  strikes  and 
Shahak’s  Grapes  of  Wrath 
onslaught  by  both  artillery  and  air 
strikes,  were  failures.  Neither  of 
them  came  up  with  a  military  plan 
to  handle  the  wave  of  suicide  bomb¬ 
ings  after  the  Oslo  Accords. 

Both  Barak  and  Shahak  are  polit¬ 
ically  left  wing.  Both  championed 
Rabin's  Oslo  Accords  and  were 
major  figures  iR  politicizing  the 
armed  forces.  Barak  has  proved  an 
ineffectual  leader  of  the  Labor 
Party.  Shahak  is  yet  to  comment  on 
anything,  let  alone  on  any  issue 
which  as  a  prospective  prime  min¬ 
ister  is  important  to  the  country. 

Allied  with  them  as  a  Netanyahu 


rival  is  Dan  Meridor,  a  self-styled 
prince  of  tbe  Likud  who  was  and 
still  is  in  a  pique  about  not  being 
granted  gjeataihonor  by  “his”  party. 
_  Tiie  onus  of  ensuring  that  Israel 
wffl.contimiti  tribe  a  genuine  sover¬ 
eign  state  and  have  the  courage  and 
determination  to  stand  up  to  exter¬ 
nal  pressure  now  rests  squarely  on 
Netanyahu’s  shoulders.  For  a  start, 
he  must  convince  the  voters  who 
chose  him  two  years  ago  that  he 
will  no  longer  treat  them  as  idiots. 

For  instance,  he  has  repeatedly 
made  tough  speeches  about 
Jerusalem  remaining  a  united  city 
with  the  right  to  build  anywhere 
within  its  boundaries.  But  to  this 
day.  not  a  single  foundation  stone 
has  been  set  in  place  in  the  Har 
Homa  neighborhood.  Netanyahu 
talks  about  his  commitment  to  the 
settlements,  but  there  has  been 
less  activity  there  in  tbe  past  two 
years  than  under  the  previous 
Labor  administration. 

Netanyahu  faces  the  biggest 
challenge  of  his  life  in  tbe  coming 
weeks.  Not  only  personally,  but  as 
prime  minister  of  Israel.  Is  he  big 
enough  and  courageous  enough  to 
prove  himself  worthy  of  the  title 
by  bold  decisions  and  deeds?  That 
matters  not  only  to  him  personal¬ 
ly.  but  to  eveiy  single  man, 
woman  and  child  who  lives  in  this 
country. 


The  View  From  the  East 
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One  percent  a  year 


For  the  Palestinians,  1998  was 
supposed  to  be  the  year  of 
land  reclamation.  Instead  it 
has  turned  out  to  be  a  year  of 
unfulfilled  US  and  Israeli  promis¬ 
es  and  commitments. 

Despite  the  disappointments  of  the 
previous  year  under  the  Netanyahu 
government,  Palestinians  entered 
1998  with  high  expectations.  Armed 
with  tbe  letter  of  former  US  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  Warren  Christopher,  the 
Palestinian  National  Authority 
expected  real  changes  on  the 
ground. 

The  US  written  promise  pledged 
thar  the  State  of  Israel  would  with¬ 
draw  from  all  occupied 
Palestinian  lands  except  settle- 
meals,  Jerusalem  and  military 
installations. 

But  with  a  new,  pro-Israel  US 
secretary  of  state  these  hopes  of 
major  land  reclamation  were 
dashed.  Instead,  Madeleine 
Albright  introduced  a  new  formu¬ 
la  to  the  peace  process. 

Using  the  Israeli  prime  minis¬ 
ter’s  terminology,  Albright  and 
her  peace  team,  headed  by  Dennis 
Ross,  promised  a  package  deal 
that  is  built  on  the  idea  of  reci¬ 
procity,  And  instead  of  the  pervi¬ 
ous  Oslo  criteria  of  lands  to  be 
returned  in  the  interim  phase. 
Albright  came  up  with  yet  another 
compromise  on  the  Palestinian 
lands.  She  suggested  an  arbitrary 
figure  of  13*ft  of  lands  currently 


under  direct  Israeli  security  con¬ 
trol  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
Palestinians  in  the  second  phase 
of  redeployment. 

To  ease  the  Palestinian  dissatis¬ 
faction  she  made  another  promise: 
The  side  that  would  reject  the  US 
compromise  and  thus  delay  the 
peace  process  would  be  publicly 
exposed. 

With  such  a  promise  and  a  high 
profile  commitment  by  the  United 
States,  the  Palestinians  reluctantly 
agreed  to  the  idea  of  a  13%  with¬ 
drawal.  Again,  they  were 
promised  teat  this  was  a  package 
deal  which  wouldn’t  be  open  to 
negotiation. 

But  the  Israelis  insisted  on 
negotiating.  Instead  of  a  13% 
withdrawal,  they  wanted  a  10% 
withdrawal  with  a  further  3%  of 
tbe  West  Bank  landto  be  turned 
into  a  nature  reserve.  The  nature 
reserve  idea  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Israelis'  love  of  nature  or 
tee  environment  It  was  a  way  to 
prevent  future  building  by 
Palestinians  on  their  own  land. 

Finally  the  US  agreed,  without 
ever  having  publicly  chastised  the 
Israelis,  as  they  had  promised. 

This  compromise  by  the 
Palestinians  was  to  be  tested  and 
further  diluted.  The  Netanyahu 
government  made  a  number  of 
further  security  conditions.  They 
also  wanted  to  dictate  what  will 
be  shown  on  Palestinian  televi¬ 


sion,  written  in  the  Palestinian 
press  and  taught  in  Palestinian 
schools. 


WITH  tee -personal  intervention 
of  US  President  Bill  Clinton  and 
the  ailing  King  Hussein  of  Jordan, 
these  compromises  of  legitimate 
Palestinian  rights  was  finally 
etched  in  what  Palestinians 
thought  was  a  binding  document. 

The  signing  of  tbe  Wye 
Memorandum  was  supposed  to  set 
in  motion  a  reciprocal  set  of  actions 
teat  is  expected  to  climax  with  tee 
lDFs  withdrawal  from  13%  of  ille¬ 
gally  occupied  Palestinian  territory. 

Palestinians  arrested  Hamas 
leaders,  issued  a  decree  against 
incitement,  and  set  a  date  for  col¬ 
lecting  all  illegal  weapons. 

In  return,  and  after  a  few  hic¬ 
cups.  Israel  reluctantly  withdrew 
from  1%  of  Palestinian  lands  and 
allowed  tee  Gaza  International 
Airport  to  be  opened  However 
tee  long  awaited  “safe  passage” 
berween  Gaza  and  the  West  Bank 
was  not  opened. 

The  second  stage  was  now  set 
and  tee  Palestinians,  as  a«reed 
upon  m  the  Wye  Memorandum 
met  m  a  popular  meeting  to  reaf- 

■ ^  a£canceHation  of  all  clauses 
m  tee  PLO  Charter  that  violate  the 
peace  accords.  Clinton  came  in 
person  to  witness  this  event  and 

2?  hlsfbesl  to  tee  n™ 
stege  of  implementation  from 


Israel,  but  to  no  avail.  He  couldn’t 
even  produce  the  opening  of  tee 
safe  passage”  route.  Israel  was 
demanding  that  they  had  tee  right 
to  arrest  any  wanted  Palestinian 
traveling  on  it! 

Now  1998  is  over.  It  has  been 
roll  of  Israeli  attempts  to  circum¬ 
vent  signed  agreements.  The 
Netanyahu  government  has 
refused  to  honor  the  Oslo 
Accords,  which  were  signed  by  a 
representative  of  tee  Slate  of 
Israel.  Netanyahu  has  refused  to 
honor  tee  Hebron  and  Wye  agree¬ 
ments,  which  he  himself  signed. 
He  has  cheated  Palestinians  on  the 
prisoner-release  issue,  pardoning 
common  criminals  instead  of  the 
security  prisoners. 

And  now  a  new  problem  has 
emerged.  The  drafter  of  the  Wye 
Agreement  apparently  forgot  to 
include  a  clause  about  what  hap¬ 
pens  if  Israel  decides  to  have  early 
elections.  Never  mind  that  these 
ejections  are  to  take  place  over 
tour  months  from  now. 

The  year  began  with  Palestinians 
expecting  Israel  to  withdraw  from 
nearly  50%  of  the  West  Bank. 
Instead,  they  ended  the  year  with  a 
prormse  to  witedraw  from  only 
10%.  And  m  reality  they  have 
withdrawn  from  only  \% 

n  **  ^estin’ians  will 

l,berate  toefr  own 

.?•'  which  were  illegally  occu¬ 
pied  tn  1967,  until  tee  year  3000. 
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Will  Smith  just  gets  bigger 


;j>*sV'Hit  movies. 


What  will 
he  do  next? 


A  ccording  to  the  rules  of 
physics  -  and  Hollywood  - 
x  ^.everything  that  goes  up 
_must,come  down. 

after  a  string  of  career  highs 
^^*jjt‘*TV  show,  two  blockbuster 
a  nmltiplatinum  rap 
-cafiser—  Will  Smith  admits  he’s  a 
“little  nervous”  with  the  release  of 
his  latest  project,  the  thriller 
Enemy  of  the  State,  which  pre- 
i  '.viewvS- tonight  at  Israeli  theaters 
4r  g^nfclpens  countrywide  next 

Plot  missing  too  much,”  he 
^saffiTrecently.  as  he  sipped  coffee 
at  an  upscale  New  York  hotel. 
“Film  after  film  I’m  scoring  and 
people  are  reacting  well,  so  it’s 
’Stt&KttSble  with  any  ups  there  are 

alto  be  downs.  I’m  trying  to 
Ibem  as  much  as  I  can.” 
j£jr,  he’s  doing  a  pretty  good 
job.  The  Philadelphia  native  first 
made  waves  as  part  of  the  rap  act 
DJ  Jazzy  Jeff  and  the  Fresh 
Prince,  then  parlayed  that  soccess 
television  series.  The 
^r^^Prince  of  Bel  Air,  which 
six-year  run  in  1996. 
won  acclaim  with  his 
debut  role  as  a  bisexual  con  artist 
.  in  Six  Degrees  of  Separation,  and 
showed  some  box-office  swagger 
with  the  hit  movie  Bad  Boys,  co- 
P$|g8g  comedian  Martin 

,  i$|ppit^vasn’t  until  the  block- 
Independence  Day  '  and 
Men  in  Black  that  people  finally 
began  connecting  Will  Smith  with 
superstardom  -  and  box-office 
^Spld. ... , 

surprising  why  Smith 
*fa&va»Ited  to  the  top  -  he’s  the 
p^r“i^bryone  wants  as  a  friend. 
:'Trfr  11:87  meters')  and  attractive. 
Smith,  who  recently  celebraied 
his  30th  birthday,  has  an  endear¬ 
ing  personality  and  a  great  comic 
.instinct.  Those  qualities,  plus  a 
^ller'jjnile,  have  endeared  him  to 
audiences  worldwide  in 
■  supporting  or  sidekick  per- 

"Tbrrrtarttes. 

Now,  even  though  his  latest  film 
stars  Academy  Award-winning 
actors  Gene  Hackman  and  Jon 
it  is  Smith  who’s  the  top 


KE&L  Smith  marvels  at  his  cur- 
ent  standing  among  Hollywood’s 
lite. 

“For  six  months  1  knew  I  was 
ping  .to  be  working  with  Gene 
tplgrian  and  like  the  third  day  of 
tfoqjjjag  and  I'm  already  on 
gre&Sfc^with  Gene  Hackman  ”  he 
we  did  our  first  take, 
rid  he  leans  over  to  me  and  says 
Smith  does  his  best  Hackman 
npression],  ‘That  was  a  good  job 
lere,  son.’ 

“And  that  kind  of  inspired  me, 
id  I  was  like,  ‘OK,  we’ve  gotten 
ver  that  hump.”’  Enemy  of  the 
r ate,  features  Smith  as  a  success- 
il  lawyer  who  unwittingly 
;comes  a  target  of  rogue  agents 
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Will  Smith  (left)  and  Tbmmy  Lee  Jones  take  on  aliens  in  ‘Men  in  Black.' 


who  believe  he  has  evidence  that 
implicates  them  in  a  murder.  It 
features  conspiracy  theories, 
high-tech  spying,  car  chases 
galore  and  die  inevitable  movie 
explosion. 

It  is  produced  by  Jerry 
Bruckheimer,  whose  movie  cred¬ 
its  read  like  one  long  car  chase 
and/or  explosion:  The  Rock, 
Beverly  Hills  Cop  and  Top  Gun, 
the  latter  of  which  starred  Tom 
Cruise.  Actually,  Cruise  was  the 
first  choice  for  Smith's  role,  but 
he  was  busy  shooting  Stanley 
Kubrick’s  Eyes  Wide  Shut,  which 
has  been  shooting  for  the  past 
year-and-a-half. 

“I  don’t  have  any  problems  tak¬ 
ing  Tom  Cruise’s  seconds,”  Smith 
says  with  a  laugh.  “1  will  eat  off  of 
Tom  Cruise's  cinematic  plate  any 
day  of  the  week.” 

An  even  greater  sign  of  Smith’s 
mainstream  success  may  be  his 
future  role  in  Bany  Soonenfeld’s 
movie  version  of  the  The  Wild 
Wild  West ,  in  which  Smith  was 
cast  as  James  West.  Back  in  old 
TV  series.  West  was  a  white  man 
played  by  Robert  Conrad. 

Even  Smith  was  surprised  when 
Sonnenfeld,  who  produced  Men 
in  Black,  called  on  Smith  for  the 
film. 


“I’m  saying  to  him,  ‘Barry,  I’m 
black,’  and  he’s  like,  ‘No  one 
cares  that  you’re  black,  no  one 
cares.' 

“And  in  a  way  I  think  he’s  cor¬ 
rect  about  that,”  he  said.  “It’s  a 
weird  dichotomy  because  no  one 
cares  and  everyone  cares  at  the 
same  rime.” 

Not  only  does  Smith  have  a 
potential  blockbuster  in  movie 
theaters,  he  recently  signed  a  deal 
with  Universal  Pictures  to  start  his 
own  production  company. 
Overbrook  Entertainment.  At  the 
same  time,  he  is  eyeing  film  pro¬ 
jects  with  Whitney  Houston  and  a 
possible  biopic  on  Muhammad 
All. 

SMITH  also  hasn't  foigotten  his 
music  career.  He  has  a  hit  album 
on  the  chart.  Big  Willie  Style.  It  is 
his  first  album  in  years  and  a  best¬ 
seller. 

He  also  won  a  Grammy  this 
year  for  best  rap  solo  performance 
for  the  single,  “Men  in  Black.”  At 
first  Smith  was  unsure  if  he 
should  return  to  the  rap  arena.  A 
little  nudge  by  someone  close  to 
him,  however,  changed  bis  mind. 

‘1  was  really  nervous  about  the 
big  change  that  hip-hop  bad 
undertaken,  when  that  whole 


gangsta  rap  thing  took  over  the 
mainstream  of  hip-hop.  It  was  just 
dark,  and  the  darkness  was 
putting  out  my  light  a  little  bit.” 
he  said. 

“Jada  kind  of  convinced  me  to 
go  ahead  and  make  the  records 
that  I  wanted  to  make  and  make 
people  have  to  deal  with  me 
rather  than  me  have  to  deal  with 
them.” 

Jada  is  fellow  actor  and  wife. 
Jada  Pinkett  Smith,  who  in  July 
gave  birth  to  a  baby  boy,  Jaden. 
He  is  Pinkett  Smith’s  first  child 
and  Smith’s  second  -  he  has 
another  son.  Willard  “Trey” 
Smith,  from  his  marriage  to 
Sheree  Smith,  which  dissolved 
after  three  years. 

A  smile  comes  to  his  face  when 
he  mentions  Jada's  name  -  which 
is  frequently.  He  calls  her  his  best 
friend,  and  said  the  two  had  a 
“spiritual  marriage”  long  before 
their  New  Year's  Eve  wedding 
date. 

“It  just  felt  right.  It  didn’t  feel 
like  this  was  something  that  was 
this  big  huge  life  decision,  f  felt, 
like  I  was  going  to  he  with  her  for 
the  rest  of  my  life  anyway”  he 
said.  “We  weren’t  even  going-  to 
have  a  wedding,  we  were  gjcrog  to ' 
basically  get  married  in  d  uttick  ' 


By  DAHLIA  SCHBjPUH 

Tel  Aviv 

New  Year's  Eve  in  Israel  simply 
ron't  ever  be  what  it  was  in  the 
Id  country.  Bur  the  truth  is,  who 
■ally  likes  New  Year’s  Eve? 
irty -chasing  only  goes  so  far, 
id  living  down  a  possible  hang- 
rer  the  next  morning  is  never 
leasant. 

I'll  take  the  Tel  Aviv  version 
iy  day,  as  tonight's  choices  of 
ents  range  from  good  to  better: 
ey  go  from  mellow  jazz  to  slick 
race,  good  theater,  and  for  those 
ho  simply  must  do  it,  there  is 
en  a  rousing  party  or  two. 

The  dance  scene  is  practically  a 
imperiuon  for  the  wittiest  show: 
1  ’  *”nto 


Suzanne  Dellal  tonight,  a  work 
which  has  won  deserved  acclaim 
worldwide.  The  duet  scene,  in 
particular,  is  a  rollicking  display 
of  Pinto’s  clever,  coordinated 
humor.  Starts  at  9  p.m.  Call  (03) 
510-5656. 

No  matter  how  many  times  they 
do  it,  Batsheva’s  Anaphase  never 
loses  its  energy  and  charm.  This 
is  easily  one  of  the  funnier  dance 
performances  ever  created  and 
it’s  performed  with  formidable 
technical,  skill.  The  combination 
makes  Anaphase  a  festive  treat 
for  this  evening,  where  it  plays  at 
the  Cinerama  at  9.  The  show  also 
continues  through  the  weekend, 
starting  at  10.  tomorrow  night  and 
9  p.m.  again  on  Saturday.  Call 
(03)  527-9797. 

Tel  Aviv’s  jazz  scene  celebrates 
the  new  year  in  its  standard 
haunts:  Hakosit  Pub,  in  Rabin 
Square,  ever-dependable,  hosts 
the  lovable  Beni  Tal  Quintet, 
starting  at  10:30  tonight.  Call 
(03)  522-3244.  The  Camelot  club 
celebrates  with  a  special  show  by 
the  Walter  Blanding  Jazz 
Quartet  It  begins  just  in  time  for 
countdown,  at  11:30  p.m.  16 
Shalom  Aleichem.  (.03)  528- 
5222. 

Otherwise,  usher  in  the  moment 
at  Logos,  deep  in  the  heart  of  the 
Carmel  Market,  where  Eran 


Waters.  His  shows  begin  at  10 
p.m.  and  midnight.  (03)  510- 
0913. 

Theater  doings  start  in  Old 
Jaffa,  where  the  Gesher  Theater 
presents  pre-premiere  showings 
of  its  latest  new  production. 
Eating,  by  Ya’acov  Shabtai, 
which  promises  to  be  an  exem¬ 
plary  Yevgeny  A rye  extravaganza. 
It  stars  Amnon  Wolf  and  the 
endearing  Yevgenya  Dodina. 
Starts  at  9  p.m.  at  Gesher  Theater, 
call  (03)  560-0783. 

The  more  serious  can  see  Sonya 
Mushkat  at  Habimah,  Savvon 
Liebrecbt’s  play  about  two  sisters 
during  the  Holocaust.  Starting  at 
5  and  8:30  p.m.  (03)  526-6666. 

Lighten  up  afterwards  at 
Tzavta.  where  Naor  Tzion  per¬ 
forms  stand-up  comedy,  starting 
at  10:30  this  evening  and  with  a 
second  performance  at  00:45. 
(03)695-0156. 

Finally,  where  exactly  can  one 
celebrate  New  Year  the  old  fash¬ 
ioned  way?  The  parties  do  exist, 
and  they  actually  offer  exciting 
potential. 

Enav  Center  hosts  a  “gala 
evening”  style  soiree:  starting  off 
at  9  p.m.,  a  live  jazz  band  wall 
perform  in  the  lobby.  This  will  be 
followed  by  wine,  champagne 
and  a  full  buffet,  and  the  Ronnie 
Peterson  Blues  Baud.  Ultimately 


big  bash,  with  a  DJ  until  the  wee 
hours  and  beyond.  This  Camelot 
production  costs,  so  bring  cash: 
NIS  200  per  person.  Call  (03) 
685-2590  for  details. 

Planet  Hollywood  is  hosting  a 
different  kind  of  party.  This  one 
offers  hellv  dancing,  Dixie  and 
other  kinds  of  dancing,  comedi¬ 
ans,  jazz  and  a  special  menu.  The 
event  also  gets  an  early  start,  at  9 
p.m.  Call  (03)  517-7827  for  reser¬ 
vations,  which  are  definitely 
needed. 

And  when  all  the  action  is  over, 
Saturday  night  is  the  time  for  a 
lovely  musical  wind-down:  for 
those  who  missed  this  show  at 
the  Zionist  Confederation  House 
in  Jerusalem  last  week,  the 
Three  Divas  evening  comes  to 
the  Tel  Aviv  Museum.  The  music 
of  Om  Kol thorn.  Fairuz,  and  Lila 
Murad  will  be  performed,  with 
Tayseer  Elias  moderating  and 
playing  the  oud.  Stans  at  8:30 
p.m.  Call  (03)  695-7361  for 
details. 

Jerusalem 

The  groovy  way  to  spend  New- 
Year’s  Eve  is  with  Kibbutz 
Tzora’s  Folk  Club  New  Year’s 
Hootenanny,  at  Givat  Shemesb 
(near  the  kibbutz).  With  a  name 
like  that,  who  can  resist?  Starts  at 
o  t*  m  7 1  /rm  nn/i 


i  wrrri  rf 


ceremony.  But  our  family  was 
like,  ‘Hold  on!*  Jada's  mother 
wasn’t  having  it.” 

When  seeing  the  couple  in  pub¬ 
lic.  they  seem  to  be  totally  in  love 
and  in  sync.  But  Smith  said  they 
both  realize  the  pitfalls  that  can 
doom  a  relationship,  and  they 
know  it  will  take  a  lot  of  work  to 
keep  it  strong. 

'Nothing  you  love  was  easy  to 
attain,  and  we’re  very  clear  and 
very  realistic  about  our  situation ,” 
he  said.  “We  have  a  very  realistic 
outlook  on  the  world.  It  makes  it 
so  much  easier  when  you  deal 
with  what’s  real,  rather  than  deal¬ 
ing  with  what  you  wish  was  real. 
It’s  so  much  easier  when  you’re 
with  someone  who  is  willing  to 
accept  reality  rather  than  create 
this  fantasy.” 

Of  course,  a  little  humor  doesn’t 
hurt  either. 

“Jada  said  to  me  the  other  day, 
‘You  are  one  of  the  biggest  movie 
stars  in  the  world.  You  just  sold  8 
million  albums  with  your  record. 
You  are  at  the  peak  of  your  career 
and  you  got  married.’ 

“I  said  ‘Yeah?’ 

“Jada’s  reply:  “That  was  just 
stupid.” 

-  Then  Smith  laughs,  flashing  that 
kIBer  smile.  ( AP) 


English  theater  plays  tonight, 
with  Neil  Simon’s  Jake's  Women 
showing  at  the  Hadassah  Center 
Stage  Theater.  At  Merkaz 
Hamagshimim,  7a  Dor  Dor 
Vedorsbav,  in  the  German 
Colony.  At  8  p.m.  (02)  561-9165. 

New  Year’s  day  is  the  time  to 
hear  Jerusalem’s  own  jazz,  at  the 
Pargod  Theater’s  Friday  after¬ 
noon  jam  session.  Starts  at  1 :30. 
Stick  around  there  on  Saturday 
night,  too,  for  an  evening  of 
Bertolt  Brecht  and  Kurt  Weill, 
entitled  Why  Should  They 
Remember  My  Name .  Produced 
with  the  department  of  theater 
history  at  Hebrew  University,  the 
event  features  selections  of 
Brecht’s  work,  accompanied  by 
the  music  of  Weill.  Starts  at  9:30 
at  Pargod,  94  Bezalel  Street.  Call 
(02)  623-2646, 

And  Points  Beyond 

Outside  Tel  Aviv,  Kibbutz 
Ga’asb  holds  a  New  Year’s  Eve 
Carnival,  at  which  Coco  Loco's 
Latino  beat  will  be  the  main 
attraction.  Call  (09)  954-7444  for 
details. 

On  Saturday  night  in  Ness 
Ziona.  the  Kannon  Dance 
Company  dances  in  the  second 
day  of  the  New  Year,  at  the 
Heichal  Hatarbut,  starting  at  8:30 
p.m.  Call  (08)  940-1881 


rev  up 


£  n  Why  happy  people  holding  jiaafe,71  as  i&rREM  . 
song  goes,  would  be  .  the  best  way  to  describe  . 

Wj.  Plastic,  a  spanking-new  nightclub  in  Tel  Aviv's* 
Florentine  neighborhood.  / ,  •.Vi.1'  •’!’  ‘ .  ; 

Florentine  was  once.a  near-slum.  But  the  area, -sparked ... 
by  a  mimitipal-sponsored  rehabilitatioq  program,  has 
been  undergoing  ;a  process  ofgentrification.  Despite  the 
face-lift,  boosing  prices  remain  relatively  low,;  attracting 
trendies,  young  families,  and  arty  types  Who  are- high  bn ' 
creativity,  but  low  on  cash.  .  I  •  V  1-  •' . 

The  SoHo  atmosphere  is  more  marked  after  midnight. .  ‘ 
when  all  the  stores  and  small  factories  have  clbsed  and 
the  artists,  dancers  and  actors  come  out  JO  play.  Plastic  - 
presents  just  the  sort  of  expensive  grange  that  tends  to 
attract  this  type  of  crowd.  Celebrities  that.  want. toTesve  '  •• 
behind  their  TV  and  film  sets,,  recording'  smdio&:  and-, 
radio  shows,  will  find  funky  fun  in  this /warehouse-type  . ' 
club,  which  boasts  several  strobe. lights  called  “robots”;, 
that  cost  NIS  25,000  each,  and  il  Iwpdnated/  aquarium-’-. 
like  tanks  built  into  the  simple  concrete  snpporfs:  (Don’t  - 
fret,  animal  lovers.  Hie  tanks  don’t  contain  fish,  ..Only- 
water!)  ,r  .  - 

PLASTIC  boasts  two  bars,  one  at  the  club ’6  entrance  and-: 
another  at  die  opposite  end  of.the  dance  area.  •*.*  • . 

To  the  right  of  the  Entrance  is  a  staircase;-remimscent  of 
your  local  garage,  that  leads  up  toi  chill-out  area^  with  . 
red  velvet  sofas  and  an  .  atmosphere  of  intupacy  for  all  : 
those  who  like  to  see  and  prefer  not  to  be  seean'. 

Along  the  back  wall  is  a  twoLTevel  stage  bo  which  - 
patrons  pot  on  an  amateur  version  of  MTV's’  The  Grind.  ' - 
Scantily  clad  party-people  and  the  pulsating  House  music  : 
rev  up  the  already  hyped  atmosphere.  .’.*.'. 

On  a  huge  structure  that  slightly  resembles  Babylon  . 
Five,  a  very  expensive  DJ  creates  a 'mood  that  gets  more.’ 
intense  as  the  night  goes  on:'  the  bouse  dancers,  wearing  - . 
little  more  than  G-strings  and  make-up,  are  an  item  on 
stage,  and  even  more  so  when  they  descend  to-dance.  with '  ' 
the  very  enthusiastic  crowd.  .  •  *-  ' 

After  seeing  all  too  many  pssndo-ppsB  mghtejubs  on  the'-.. 


tion,  struck  me  as  a  fresh  ahenmfi ve,  Jthas-tfie.sbrt  frf 
Nirvana-type  feel  that  has  be&niifr  mintegriri  pfflt  of  the 
pop-youth  culture  all  over  the  world/ ft  is  certainly  a  must; . 
for  fun-lovers  looking  for  something-new. ;  • 

.  \  ■  "  V‘  •  •' 

PLASTIC  is  open  on  Friday  nights  from  11:30  p.m.  until  • 

8  a-m.:  during  die  next  few  weeks  the  nightclub  will  begin 
opening  on  Thursdays-and  Saturdays.  The  cover  charge  is  ;. 
NIS  60;  at  ibis  point  there  ate  no  student  discounts,  but  in 
the  future  -  who  knows?  Entrance  from  age  23.  ’ 

Plastic,  12  Rehov  Hashach, 
Florentine,  Tel  Aviv  : 


■  ■  on  my  min  cl  i 

Trade  and  Industry  Minister  Natan 
Sharansky  remembers  the  books  that 
sustained  him  in  prison  and  still  do  today. 


After  an  unremitting  inter¬ 
national  campaign  to  free 
bim.  Prisoner  of  Zion 
Anatoly  Sharansky  immigrated  in 
1986,  and  promptly  changed  his 
first  name  to  Natan.  In  1988,  he 
published  his  autobiography. 
Fear  No  Evil,  which,  among  the 
rest,  speaks  of  his  life  under  the 
Soviets.  During  his  nine  years  in 
a  Soviet  prison,  the  now  Industry 
and  Trade  Minister  Natan 
Sharansky  couldn't  write  any¬ 
thing,  lest  the  KGB  destroy  it.  In 
his  head,  though,  he  wrote,  wit¬ 
nessed,  prayed  and  played  end¬ 
less  games  of  chess  against  him¬ 
self.  (He’s  good  enough  to  have 
beaten  Gary  Kasparov  last  year, 
even  though  Kasparov  was  play¬ 
ing  99  other  people  at  the  same 
time). 

He  was  able  to  read,  however, 
and  discussed  those  volumes  that 
got  him  through  the  bard  times. 

I .  The  Psalms 

“It’s  my  all-time  favorite  book.” 
he  says. 

He  describes  the  confiscation  of 
his  only  cop)',  given  to  him  by  his 
wife,  Avital.  in  the  book.  It  had 
been  smuggled  to  bim  by  a  rourist 
in  a  letter.  “It  had  disappeared 
with  my  other  belongings  after  a 
search  by  the  KGB.  At  the  end  of 
the  investigation  period  it  was 
'returned’  to  me,  but  because 
prisoners  were  forbidden  to  have 
reading  matter  that  was  printed 
abroad,  the  book  was  kept  in  the 
prison's  store-room  ” 

2,  The  Master  and  Margarita 
by  Mikhail  Bulgakov. 

"‘It's  the  dark  humor  that  helps 
the  prisoner  become  an  actor, 
producer,  audience.  There’s  par¬ 
ticipation. 

Everybody  thinks  you're  crazy, 
but  it’s  very  real  in  your  own  real¬ 
ity,  time  and  soul. 

“It  gave  me  strength  as  I  re-read 
it  in  the  gulag.  [In  the  gulag],  all 
things  have  new  meanings  ” 

3.  The  Idiot  by  Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky 

“[It  touches  me]  the  way  fate 


took  him  close  to  death  by  the 
czar’s  firing  squads  but 
Dostoyevsky  was  saved.  He  plays 
on  so  many  different  levels.  He  is 
close  to  death  and  sees  things 
deeply.” 

4.  WUl  The  USSR  Uve  Until 
1984?  by  Andre  Amarek  ( 1969). 

“He  spent  so  many  years  in 
prison  for  defying  convention,  the 
establishment  I  think  it  was  an 
obvious  allusion  to  Orwell's 
1984. 

“I  knew  [Amarek].  So  in  1985, 
the  KGB  came  and  laughed  that 
your  friend  the  prophet  is  wrong! 
He  died  for  this  underground, 
important  document  And  every¬ 
thing  he  said  came  true...” 

5.  Don  Quixote  by  Miguel 
Cervantes. 

"Again,  the  humor  and  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  build  a  world  in  one's  own 
brain.  Like  Stephen  Zweig’s  short 
stories  and  chess  novels.  His 
games  were  always  played 
against  world  champions.  And. 
yes,  Victor  Korchnoi,  persona 
non  grata,  was  also  a  dissident” 

Sharansky  could  have  gone  on 
and  on.  but  we  compromised.  For 
the  record,  his  list  also  includes 
Absalom,  Absalom ,  by  William 
Faulkner,  and  a  sentimental 
choice:  Exodus,  by  Leon  Uris. 

-  Adam  Schonbnm 


(Ariel  ieiozolimikJ) 
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Soups,  glorious  soups 


By  CAROLE  SUGARMAN 


Barbara  Kafka,  the  brassy 
and  innovative  New  York 
food  writer  and  cookbook 
author,  has  just  written  a  new 
book  for  anyone  who  loves  the 
comfort  of  a  hot  bowl  of  soup  and 
wants  to  expand  their  nurturing 
repertoire. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Soup;  .4 
Way  of  Life  we  learn  all  about  the 
likes,  dislikes  and  quirks  of  the 
Kafka  dan,  including  Grandma 
Dora  Shapiro,  a  wretched  cook 
who  apparently  started  the  soup 
tradition.  Then  the  book  moves  on 
to  soups  based  on  vegetables, 
chicken,  meat,  fish  and  legumes.  It 
ends  with  chapters  on  stocks  and 
little  things  to  put  in  them  -  won- 
toas,  meatballs,  kreplach  and  the 
like. 

The  300  recipes  in  the  book 
cover  a  wide  range,  from  the  very 
fast  r  simple  white  bean  and  pesto 
soup  that  takes  about  10  minutes) 
to  the  very  lengthy  textra-rich 
chicken  stock  that  simmers  for  12 
hours),  and  from  the  common 
tbeef  barley,  lentil)  to  the  unusual 
( garburesque  of  goose,  pink  bean 
and  radicchio). 

Regardless  of  their  ease  or  com¬ 
plexity.  most  of  the  recipes  we 
tested  did  need  some  tinkering 
(adding  more  liquid,  less  or  more 
seasonings,  etc.),  as  Kafka  readily 
warns  at  the  beginning  of  the 
book.  Still,  with  minor  adjust¬ 
ments,  these  are  recipes  you’ll 
make  asain. 


'S.  .. 


2  V*  cups  chicken  or  vegetable 
broth 

I  cup  ricotta  cheese 
1  tsp.  kosher  salt  or  to  taste 
I  Tbsp.  fresh  lemon  juice 


CREAMY  CARROT  SOUP 

Be  canful  no!  to  overheat  when 
cooking  the  cumin  or  it  will  hum. 

From  the  "Vegetable  Soups" 
chapter. 


2  tsp.  canola  oil 

I  M  tsp.  ground  cumin 

3  medium  carrots,  peeled  and 
cut  into  2.5cm.  lengths 


In  a  medium-sized  saucepan, 
cook  the  oil  and  cumin  over  low 
heat,  stirring.  For  1  minute.  Stir  in 
the  carrots  and  stock. 

Bring  to  a  boil.  Lower  the  heat 
and  simmer  for  30  minutes,  or 
until  the  carrots  are  very  soft, 
adding  a  bit  of  water  if  necessary. 

In  a  blender,  puree  the  ricotta 
with  a  small  amount  of  the  cook¬ 
ing  liquid. 

With  a  slotted  spoon,  remove  the 
carrots  from  the  pan  and  add  to  the 
ricotta. 

Blend  until  smooth.  Whisk  the 
puree  into  the  liquid  in  the  pan. 
Heat  through  and  season  with  the 
salt  and  lemon  juice.  (Serves  4  as 
a  first  course.) 


pure :  often  I  just  want  a  good 
result  in  a  hurry.  This  is  a  terrific 
soup  for  such  an  occasion,  with  all 
sorts  of  optional  shortcuts. 

From  the  "Oats,  Peas.  Beans, 
and  Barley  Grow..."  chapter. 

2  cups  chicken  broth 
4  cups  cooked  small  white  beans 
or  2  500-600  gr.  cans  small 
white  beans,  drained  and  rinsed 
2  Tbsp.  pesto  sauce  (recipe 
follows)  or  commercial  pesto 
freshly  ground  black  pepper  to 
taste 


usually  made  without  nuts  or 
cheese. 

From  the  “ From  Stock  to  Soup" 
chapter. 


2  Tbsp.  pine  nuts  (optional) 

2  large  bunches  basil,  leaves 
only,  washed  well  and  dried 

2  medium  cloves  garlic,  peeled 
!$  cup  olive  oil 

3  Tbsp.  freshly  grated  Parmesan 
cheese  (optional) 
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PhylHs’  Tips 
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kids  ofa  wafer  cookie  and  they  ^itional  way  to  dn  nk  it  is  by 
love  it  It’s  not  health  food,  but  a  strong  brew.  I  like  to 

there’s  a  Lot  worse  stuff  you  can  u  &  i  would  “ 

buy  your  kids.  i:Pht  ;n  color  and  delicately  fla 

At  least  it  doesn't  contain  8^  Although  1  dnnk it  with- 
food  coloring  or  preservatives.  sweetener.  it  can  be  swee  ‘ 

NIS  3.80.  °*ld  with  sugar  or  honey.  A 

cucu  "  _  r-  .  c«n  nr  it  k  a  real 


nmbablv  what  accounts  for  the*' 
that  imbibers  en^.V 


By  PHYLLIS  GLAZER 


Golan  Village  (very  good) 

The  Golan  Heights  Winery 
has  just  begun  marketing  its 
1998  Golan  Village  as  part  of 
this  year’s  beaujolais  festival. 
Priced  at  only  NTS  25  a  bottle, 
it’s,  a  wonderful  deal  and  far 
more  economical  than  buying 
imported  beaujolais,  which 
range  from  NIS  70  to  80.  It  may 
be  imbibed  now  or  aged  for  up 
to  two  years,  as  opposed  to 
most  beaujolais.  which  should 
be  drunk  immediately. 

Aficionados  claim  that  the 
wine  has  scents  of  strawberry 
and  raspberry  with  a  hint  of 
black  pepper.  I’d  just  say  chat  it 
was  good  and  can  be  served 
lightly  chilled  with  fish,  meats, 
pastas,  pizza  or  even  fruit 


Tripper-ware  (good) 

Is  Tupperware  really  worth 
it?  Although  pricy.  Tupperware 
containers  do  feature  that  air¬ 
tight  seal  that  helps  keep  fruits, 
vegetables  and  cooked  dishes 
far  longer.  The  containers 
themselves  also  last  a  long 
time.  Tapperware's  new  line  is 
called  New  Wave  and  is 
designed  to  look  like  glass. 
The  various-sized  containers 
start  at  NIS  45  and  are  available 
only  thnongh  Tupperware 


Yerba  Mate  (excellent) 

When  I  first  arrived  in  Israel  zu 
years  ago,  I  had  a  friend  whose 
family  drank  mate  tea  out  of  a 
tittle  brass  pot  in  almost  a  ritual¬ 
ized  form;  the  family  would  sit 
together  and  pass  die  pot  from 
one  to  the  other  and  each  would 
take  a  little  sip  of  the  bitter 
drink.  Some  members  of  the 
family  would  even  hold  a  sugar 
cube  in  tbeir  mouths  and  sip  the 
liquid  through  the  sugar. 

They  seemed  to  love  it  so 
much  that  I  drought  that  mate 
tea  must  have  some  magical 
power,  or  must  be  very  rich  in 
caffeine  in  order  to  give  them 
the  lift  they  seemed  to  get  as  a 
result  of  drinking  it.  I  filed  the 
thought  away  in  my  memory 
and  never  came  in  contact  with 
the  tea  until  just  recently,  when 
a  package  of  Yerba  Mate  was 
delivered  to  my  do or.  It  turns 
out  I  was  wrong  about  a  lot  of 
things. 

Firstly,  mate  is  a  tea  made  of 
a  plant  that  grows  in  tire  rain 
forests  of  South  America, 
where  it  has  been  utilized  by 
the  Indians  for  thousands  of 
years.  Although  it  doesn’t  con¬ 
tain  caffeine,  it  does  have  196 
different  minerals,  which  is 


ws  6  90  for  500  gr-  V  a  real 
steal. 
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Edible  bow  ties 
Rahel  Talmon  sent  this  recipe 

(and  a  sample  of  into  my  door. 

THre  pastries  she  sent  me  were 
in  die  shape  of  circles  and  bow 
Jies  though  Talmon  claims  thft 

Sny  shape  goes- This  IS  act^bf 

her  grandmother  s  recipe  from 
Poland,  where  it  is  calleu  hus- 


hustim 


3  cups  flour 

2  eggs 

A  tsp.  baking  soda 

3  Tbsp.  cognac  or  liqueur 
3  Tbsp.  boiling  water 
pinch  salt 


Place  all  the  ingredients  in  a 
bowl  and  mix  to  form  a  dough. 
Divide  into  4-6  pieces  and  roll 
each  into  a  thin  sheet.  Use  a 
sharp  knife  to  cm  out  different 
shapes  and  deep  fry  them  ii 

oil.  ,  # 

Remove  with  a  slotted  spoon 
and  put  a  bit  of  jam  on  each 
one.  Sprinkle  with  powdered 
sugar  and  serve  immediately. 
(Serves  at  least  6.) 


•  «hMI 


By  PHYLLIS  GLAZER 


In  the  US  I  used  to  bake 
brownies  which  were  rich, 
heavy,  dark  brown  and  fall  of 
flavor.  Here  in  Israel  I’ve  tried 
without  success  to  duplicate 
them.  The  result  is  an  airy,  tan- 
colored  and  tasteless  brownie, 
especially  when  compared  to 
what  I  know  and  love.  From  my 
analysis,  the  local  ingredients 
are  at  Fault,  but  I'm  not  sore 
which  one(s).  Can  you  help/com¬ 
ment  on  the  differences  in 
unsweetened  chocolate,  batter, 
sugar,  salt,  vanilla,  eggs,  flour, 
walnuts  and  pecans? 

-  Jeffrey  Hyson,  Hadera 


late  here  -  only  bittersweet,  so  you 
can  slightly  reduce  the  amount  of 
sugar  you  add.  Make  sure  to  use 
good-quality  chocolate  or  an 
imported  cocoa. 

One  cup  of  butter  in  an 
American  recipe  is  technically 
about  225  gr.  of  butter.  Far  conve¬ 
nience  sake  you  can  round  it  off  to 
200  gr.,  but  those  25  gr  could 
make  a  difference  in  the  brownie's 
taste  and  texture. 

Most  American  recipes  use  large 
eggs  unless  otherwise  stated;  most 
Israeli  eggs  are  smaller.  If  the  eg*s 
you  are -using  aren't  large,  you 
might  wain  to  add  an  extra^eggl 

Use  real  vanilla  extract,  like  that 
made  by  McCormick,  rather  than 
the  local  vanillin  extract  The  wal¬ 
nuts  and  pecans  should  be  the 
same.  Most  of  them  come  from 
the  US  anyway. 


Could  you  tell  me  where  I  can 
boy  Le  Creuset  pots  and  pots 
made  of  red  copper  on  the  out¬ 
side  with  a  chrome  layer  on  the 
inside? 

-  Channa  Hatzman,  Nesber 


I  have  seen  Le  Creuset  pots  at 
Tollman’s  in  the  Herzliya  indus¬ 
trial  area.  You  might  find  the  cop- 
per  pots  you’re  looking  for  either  A 
there  or  at  La  Comue  Kitchens.  V1 
which  imports  copper  pots  and  is 
located  in  Tel  Aviv  (tel.  (03)  52?- 
6811).,...; 


Could  youTet  me  know  where 
you  can  get  evaporated  milk  in 
Israel  or  what  product  can  be 
used  instead? 

-  Erika  Meyer,  Kiiyat  Tivon 


Most  of  the  ingredients  here  are 
M  different  than  they  are  in  the  US. 
|  but  the  major  difference,  I  think,  is 
|  in  the  flour.  The  white  flour  sold 
t  here  is  like  the  American  cake 
flour  -  it  is  finer  than  ail-purpose 
flour  and  you  will  need  slightly 
more  to  compare  to  an  American 
recipe  calling  for  regular  flour. 

There  is  no  unsweetened  cboco- 


Just  before  Rosh  Hashana  The 
Jerusalem  Post  printed  two 
pages  of  bafla  recipes.  I  inadver¬ 
tently  threw  out  tbe  paper  and 
would  be  grateful  if  I  could  get  a 
copy  of  those  two  pages.  I  would, 
of  course,  be  willing  to  pay  for 
them. 

-  Frances  Rothschild,  Safed 


I’ve  come  across  evaporated 
milk  both  in  my  local  grocery 
store  and  in  the  Carmel  Market, 
but  I  haven't  seen  it  in  my  local 
supermarket. 


Phyllis  Glaser  can  be  contacted 
do  The  Jerusalem  Post  Magazine. 
P-O.  Box  81,  Jerusalem,  91000,  or  ^ 
by  e-mail:  phyllisfood@jpost.co.il.  ® 


Back  copies  of  articles  can  be 
ordered  through  the  Jerusalem 
Post  Information  Service,  for  a 
fee.  The  telephone  number  is  (02) 
531-5620. 


Do  not  send  stamped,  self- 
addressed  envelopes,  as  inquiries 
cannot  be  answered  individually. 
Feedback  also  appears  in  The 
Jerusalem  Post  Magazine  on 
Friday. 


Quick  weeknight  chicken 


*  -'rialo:  <rt&jl 


Conjuring  up  creative  week- 
night  meals  has  just 
become  less  of  a  chore 
thanks  to  Michele  Urvater's 
Monday  to  Friday  Chicken,  a 
book  that’s  perfect  for  chefs 
short  on  inspiration,  time  and 
exotic  ingredients.  We  were 
especially  grateful  for  the  recipe 
variations  aimed  at  children  and 
the  creative  leftover  tips. 

This  recipe  below  provides  a 
welcome  reprieve  from  those 
ubiquitous  chicken  breasts. 


i  immtj 
fncouifi 


MELTTNGLY 
MARVELOUS  CHICKEN 


i  '.Ji 


2  Tbsp.  butter  or  margarine 
8  skinless  chicken  thighs 
(about  1  'A  kg.) 

2  cloves  garlic,  minced 
A  cup  Dijon-style  mustard 
V*  cup  lemon  juice 
2  Tbsp.  brown  sugar 
salt  and  cayenne  pepper  to 
taste 

V*  cup  fresh  parsley  leaves, 
packed 
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In  a  medium-sized  saucepan, 
bring  the  chicken  broth  and  beans 
to  a  boil. 

Lower  the  heat  Stir  in  the  pesto 
and  pepper  lo  taste.  Simmer  for  1 
minute.  (Serves  4  as  a  first 
course.) 


SIMPLE  WHITE  BEAN 
AND  PESTO  SOUP 

/  am  net  always  the  purest  of  the 


PESTO  SAUCE 
Pesto  is  Italian,  pislou  is  French. 
Either  can  be  made  with  or  with¬ 
out  pine  nuts  and  cheese.  It 
depends  on  the  dish,  tradition  and 
personal  preference.  For  soup,  it  is 


In  a  small  skillet.  loast  the  pine 
nuts,  if  using,  over  medium-low 
heal  for  about  4  minutes,  tossing 
frequently,  until  they  are  evenly, 
lightly  browned. 

Immediately  remove  them  from 
the  pan  and  cool  completely. 

In  a  food  processor,  finely  chop 
the  basil  and  garlic.  With  the 
machine  running,  pour  the  olive 
oil  through  the  feed  tube  in  a  slow 
steady  stream. 

Add  the  cheese  and  pine  nuts,  if 
using.  Process  until  fairly  smooth 
in  texture.  (Makes  5i  cup.) 

(The  Washington  Post) 


Preheat  tbe  oven  to  180°. 

Melt  the  butter  or  margarine  in 
a  4-liter  flameproof  enameled 
cast-iron  saucepan  over  medium 
heat.  Add  the  thighs  and  saute 
until  the  meat  stiffens  slightly, 
about  2  minutes  per  side! 
Remove  chicken  to  a  plate. 

Add  the  garlic,  mustard,  lemon 
juice  and  brown  sugar  to  the 
saucepan. 

Season  with  salt  and  cayenne 
pepper.  Return  the  chicken  to  the 
pan  and  turn  the  thighs  in  the 
sauce  to  coat  all  sides. 

Bring  the  mixture  to  a  simmer 
over  medium  heat,  cover  and 
transfer  the  pan  to  the  oven.  Bake 


.  V-  A-T-: 
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Jj®151  ^he  chicken  is  cooked 
through,  about  45  minutes. 

p^eTh'le'  fmel*  ‘>«>P 
Place  the  thighs  on  a  n,^  and 
keep  warn.  Discard  the  surf, 
fid  from  the  juices  in  the  pan*  \ 


h™g  luices  to  a  boil  over  high 
heat  and  reduce  until  only 

remrnos  Adjust  the  seasoLgSS 
teZVF'  pan  from  “*  heat.  Add 

me  pars  lev  nmt 


3  C0UP«>«< 
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over  the  chicken.  (Serves  4.) 

(The  Washington  Posi 
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panoramic  view  of  Damascus  Gate  from  Schmidt  College. 

iPhctts  by  Debbie  Hill) 
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Architecture  and  stuffed 
animals  at  one  go 
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tutional  buildings  of  that  period. 
But  before  exploring  the  build¬ 
ing  itself,  we  made  our  way 
down  to  the  musty  cellar,  past 
long-discarded  chairs  and  other 
school  equipmenL 

The  zoology  exhibit,  when  we 
saw  it,  was  not  impressive.  It 
consisted  of  several  glass  cases 
of  stuffed  animals.  Some 
appeared  rather  moth-earen.  and 
the  sniffing  was  coming  out  of 
others.  However,  it  is  the  only 
such  collection  which  has  sur¬ 
vived  intact  from  that  time. 
Some  of  the  animals,  such  as  the 
large  crocodile  from  Nahal 
Taninim,  may  have  been  the 
last  surviving  member  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  species. 

There  is  a  leopard  from  the 
Judean  Desert,  as  well  as  an 
ocelot  from  the  desert  east  of  the 
Jordan.  There  is  a  fresh- water 
monk  seal  from  the  Jordan  River 
and  a  number  of .  vultures  no 
longer  seen  in  *  our  skies. 
According  to  the  SPNI,  the  col¬ 
lection  was  virtually  forgotten 
until  guides  discovered  it  during 
a  recent  tour  of  the  building. 

What  they  had  actually  come 
to  see  was  the  exhibit  across  the 
hallway  -  a  collection  of  models 
of  Jerusalem  buildings  con¬ 
structed  by  Conrad  Schick,  the 
architect  responsible  for  many 
of  the  buildings*  erected  in 
Jerusalem  at  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury.  Among  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  of  Schick's  models  is  one  of 
the  Temple  Mount  enclave  with 
both  the  Dome  of  the  Rock  and 
Al-Aksa  Mosque. 

Another  model  is  that  of  the 
Second  Temple,  based,  appar¬ 
ently.  on  Schick's  reading  of  the 


Bible,  together  with  his  know 
edge  of  the  topography  of  th 
area.  Although  scholars  coda 
have  a  different  idea  of  how  th 
Temple  must  have  looked,  th 
model  still  bears  a  remarkabl 
similarity  to  the  one  found  o 
the  grounds  of  Jerusalem' 
Holyland  Hotel. 

Upstairs,  on  the  top  floor,  th 
atmosphere  is  far  more  cheerfu 
no  doubt  a  result  of  the  Ugh 
streaming  in  from  the  man 
windows.  On  this  floor,  one  ca 
visit  the  room  in  which  Kaise 
Wilhelm  II  was  received  whe 
he  visited  Jerusalem.  The  roor 
is  still  furnished  in  th 
Levantine  “Oriental**  styl 
which  was  popular  amon; 
Europeans  coming  to  th* 
Middle  East  at  that  time. 

It  is  yet  one  more  flight  o 
stairs  up  to  the  roof  for  a  daz 
zling  view  of  the  Old  City  o 
Jerusalem,  as  seen  from  th< 
north.  The  view  over  the  nearb; 
Damascus  Gate  and  Un¬ 
christian  Quarter,  dominated  b; 
the  Church  of  the  Hoi.1 
Sepulchre,  is  especially  good. 

Schmidt's  College  is  a  stop  01 
one  of  the  regular  tours  offerei 
by  the  SPNI  in  Jerusalem.  Th« 
organization  also  has  a  wid> 
range  of  tours  and  vacatioi 
packages  in  Israel. 

For  information  about  tours  it 
Jerusalem,  tel.  (02)  624-4605. 

For  information  about  toun 
and  vacations  packages  through 
out  the  country,  including 
Jerusalem,  tel.  (03)  638-8688. 

If  you  wish  to  visit  Schmid' 
College  on  your  own.  you  mus 
coordinate  your  visit  in  advance 
tel.  (02)  628-3280  or  628-8198. 


(Above)  The  collection  was  ignored  until  it  was  recently  discovered 
by  SPNI  guides;  (right)  the  main  building  of  Schmidt  College: 
Peace  and  tranquillity  amid  the  cacophany  of  Nablus  Road. 


It  was  quite  by  accident  that 
ihe  guides  from  the  Society 
for  the  Protection  of  Nature 
in  Israel  discovered  the  coun¬ 
try's  most  complete  collection 
of  local  zoology,  tucked  away  in 
the  Corner  of  the  basement  of  a 
‘gjm*  school  in  Vast  Jerusalem. 

'  Nablus  Road  'is  ‘  hot  *  one  of 
Jerusalem's  most  impressive 
thoroughfares.  When  we  visited 
the  area  with  the  SPNI  recently, 
its  narrow  lanes  were  choked 
with  cars,  buses  and  (axis,  all 
almost  frozen  in  slow-moving 
traffic.  At  times  it  seemed  as  if 
every  driver  in  the  street  was 
leaning  ot  his  horn. 

However,  once  we  entered  the 
massive  gates  of  Schmidt 
College,  the  traffic  was  shut  out 
and  replaced  with  an  atmosphere 
of  peace  and  tranquillity.  The 
impressive  main  structure  on  the 
right  was  built  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  by  German  Catholics  as 
a  center  for  pilgrims,  and  though 
other  buildings  were  added  later, 
it  is  still  the  most  imposing  part 
of  the  complex. 

Inside  we  found  the  high  ceil¬ 
ings.  long  corridors  and  thick 
walls  characteristic  of  the  insti- 
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The  monthly  youth  magazines  of  The  Jerusalem  Post  will 
encourage  your  kids  to  read  in  English  and  enjoy  it! 
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The  papers, 
which  are 
presented  in  an 
attractive,  easy- 
to-read  format, 
contain  lively 
material  on 
topics  of 
interest  to 
young  people. 
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Books,  The  Jerusalem  Post  P.O.B.  81,  Jerusalem  91000,  Israel 
Please  list  gift  recipients  name,  address  and  message  separately. 
Please  send  me  the  following  books  by  Aviva  Bar-Am 

. copies  of  #534  @N1S  49  . copies  of#2031@  NIS  52 
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Hamashbir 


End-of-season 


strategies 


In  previous  column*..  I’ve  often 
said  that  the  best  way  to  be 
trendy  for  less  is  to  patronize 
the  bazaar  shops,  which  copy  all 
the  latest  collections  within 


By  GREER  FAY  CASHMAH 


hours  of  their  unveiling  and  sell 
them  ut  only  a  fraction  m'  the 
price,  because  the  fabric*  und 
workmanship  are  somewhat  infe¬ 
rior-  and.  most  significantly,  the 
high-class  label  is  absent. 

But  this  is  not  a  policy  I  like  iu 
pursue  when  the  sales,  are  on. 
Most  of  us  like  to  have  a  few 
quality  garments  in  our  closets, 
and  relatively  few  of  us  can 
afford  to  purchase  them  in  peak 
season.  So  we  wail  around  till  the 
end  of  the  seasons  and  pounce  on 
the  pickings. 


OF  COURSE,  the  sales  in  Israel 
can’t  compare  with  those  of  the 
US  and  Europe,  where  a  bargain 
is  a  bargain,  if  you  go  to  Harrods 
and  pay  £25  for  a  garment  or  an 
accessory  that  was  previously 
priced  in  excess  of  £200,  you  feel 
as  if  you’ve  won  the  lottery. 

I've  never  yet  had  that  feeling 
at  an  Israeli  sale,  although  i  was 
rather  pleased  to  pay  only  NIS 
199  for  a  pair  of  high-heeled, 
genuine  leather  Italian-made 
shoes  at  Caligula.  They  were 
selling  at  approximately  3 re¬ 
discount,  and  miraculously  there 
were  some  left  in  my  size. 
Generally  speaking,  there  are 
better  shoe  bargains  than  cloth¬ 
ing  bargains  in  Israel,  especially 
for  women  whose  shoe  sizes  are 


either  35  or  41. 

Nonetheless,  now  that  the  cold 
weather  has  finally  come,  it’s 
worth  paving  a  visit  to  depart¬ 
ment  stores  such  as  Hamashbir  or 
Shcfcem  Gallery,  where,  if  you 
have  a  membership,  you  fre¬ 
quently  get  a  reduction  on  top  of 
the  going  discount. 

For  apparel  that  is  affordable 
all  year  round  you  might  want  to 
take  a  look  at  Castro.  Honigman 
or  Rosfi  Indiani.  all  of  which  are 
currently  slashing  their  prices. 

But  for  really  classy  bargains, 
it’s  worth  going  to  Yendofne  at 
Tel  Aviv’s  Gan  Ha'ir.  where  you 
can  buy  clothes  that  absolutely 
ooze  refinement,  even  in  the  most 
casual  of  styles.  Labels  include 
Marina  Rinaldi.  Max  Mara  and 
Max  &  Co. 

One  of  the  joys  of  shopping  in 
Gan  Ha’ir  is  that  it  caterT  to 
upmarket,  middle-market  and 
downmarket  clienteles  all  under 
one  roof.  Or.  a  little  further 
afield,  you  can  try  Kikar 
Hamedina.  where  in  between  the 
yuppie  fashion  outlets  you  can 
find  the  occasional  store  that 
sells  inexpensive  merchandise. 

But  if  your  heart  is  set  on 
Ralph  Lauren,  DKNY.  Christian 
Lacroix,  Gucci.  Krizia.  Giorgio 
Armani.  Chloe,  Versace,  el  al. 
it’s  still  going  to  cost  you  - 
albeit  less  than  it  might  have  a 
month  or  six  weeks  ago. 


teg* 
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DKNY 


THE  MOST  important  thing 
when  bargain  hunting  is  to  keep 
an  open  mind.  Even  if  that  dress 
or  sweater  that 
you're  seeking 


proves  elusive,  don't  forget  that 
there  are  mark-downs  on  shoes, 
bags,  scarves  and  even  jewelry. 
Finding  something  that  delights 
your  eye  even  if  you  weren't 
looking  for  it  is  what  makes 
shopping  all  the  more  pleasur¬ 
able. 

By  the  way,  even  if  you  happen 
to  be  a  regular  size,  don’t  ignore 
the  stores  that  cater  to  large¬ 
sized  customers.  It's  much  easier 
ro  take  clothes  in  or  up  than  to  let 
them  out  or  down.  The  clothing 
in  stores  such  as  Onot,  Marim  Li 
and  Isha  Isba.  which  have  outlets 
in  shopping  malls  throughout  the 
country,  are  often  more  attractive 
than  those  aimed  at  the  main¬ 
stream  clientele. 

Faced  with  the  challenge  to 
prove  that  big  is  beautiful, 
designers  of  clothes  for  large- 


sized  women  have  taken  their 
creativity  to  the  outer  limits,  and 
have  produced  some  really  gor¬ 
geous  outfits  which  anyone 
would  be  proud  to  wear. 

Unless  Mother  Nature  has 
made  you  a  customer  of  these 
particular  stores,  you’ve  proba¬ 


bly  walked  right  :n 
time,  stop  ar.ii  ii:?  a  i 
might  find  it  worl:  hi! 


fT:.  Neu 
o  efc.  You 


r-  ..  -  -vvv. 


Max  Mara 


GaUerie 


Castro 
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Bridge 

The  year  of  bidding  dangerously 


f 


Sooth  dealer 

North-South  vulnerable 


Noth 
S  J  1098 
H  J 1032 
DQ83 
C83 


West 

SK52 

HQ984 

D96 

CKJ76 


East 

SQ76 

HA765 

D4 

CQ 1095  2 


South  (Kantar) 

SA43 

HR 

DAK  J  1075  2 
CA4 


South  West  North  East 
]  D  pass  pass  double 
3D  pass  4D  pass 
5  D  (all  pass) 


Opening  lead:  C6 


Eju  took  die  year  1999  and  added 
the  digits,  as  in  gemaoria,  you'd 
28.  In  bridge  teems,  die  number 
28  has  its  closest  association  with  the 
number  of  points  usually  required  to 
make  a  minor-soil  game.  Could  this  be 
the  year  of  minor-suit  games?  In  that 
case,  it’s  the  year  of  bidding  dangerous¬ 
ly,  because  playing  in  five  clubs  or  five 
diamonds  is  rarely  successful. 

Eleven  tricks  are  needed  at  the  five 
level,  while  in  three  notmmp  only  nine 
are  necessary.  Nevertheless,  sometimes 
players  find  themselves  m  the  wrong 
contract,  as  in  this  week's  deal  played 
by  the  famous  bridge  writer  and  teacher, 
Eddie  Kantar.  of  Los  Angeles.  Hie  hand 
took  place  in  a  team-of-four  game  in 
Minneapolis  about  30  years  ago. 

The  bidding  aarted  with  South’s  one- 
diamond  opening  and  this  almost 
became  the  final  contract.  But  East  bal¬ 
anced  with  a  takeout  double  and  Kantar 
(South)  took  the  opportunity  to  jump  to 
three  diamonds,  describing  a  very 
strong  hand  with  seven  diamonds. 
North  now-  had  a  problem.  He  would 
have  liked  to  bid  three  nomimp  because 
his  queen  of  diamonds  filled  in  part¬ 
ner’s  suit,  but  be  didn't  have  a  stopper 
in  clubs. 

.After  he  raised  to  four  diamonds. 


IttTRiEW  GRAMOVEnEB 

- r-  i^tar  weruon  to  five 

onlv  23  points  in  the  combined  North- 
South  hands,  five  diamonds  was  a« 
likely  to  succeed,  but  Kantar  played 

"wSfe  &  of  clubs.  If  he  had  led 

a  spade,  declarer  would  have  easily 
succeeded,  because  the  fourth  spade  in 
dummy  would  set  up  for  a  discards 
South's  losing  club.  But  the  clubjead 
was  right  on  taiget  After  this  santte 
defenders  were  in  position  to  srore 
three  tricks:  one  in  spades,  one  in  neart> 
and  one  in  clubs. 

Indeed,  Kantar’s  first  thoughts  were. 
‘This  contract  is  hopeless."  Bui  then  he 
noticed  that  the  heart  position  might 
prove  deceptive  to  East  If  he  could  « 
somehow  steal  his  singleton  tang  or 

hearts  and  later  take  two  spade  finesses 

he  might  succeed.  But  this  would 
require  reaching  dummy  three  times: 
once  to  steal  the  heart  trick,  a  second 
time  to  finesse  in  spades  and  a  third 
time  to  finesse  again  in  spades.  The 
only  way  to  reach  dummy  three  times 
was  to  take  a  finesse  in  diamonds. 

Yes,  a  finesse!  Kantar  led  the  7  of  dia¬ 
monds  from  his  band-  When  West  fol¬ 
lowed  with  the  6,  Kantar  played 
dummy’s  8,  finessing  against  West’s  9. 
When  the  8  won  the  trick,  he  led  the 
jack  of  hearts  from  dummy  (as  if  be 
were  about  to  finesse  it).  This  was  a 
good  piece  of  deception  and  East  was 
just  “good"  enough  a  player  to  duck  the 
jack  (rather  than  take  the  ace  J.  The iking 
of  hearts  won  the  trick  and  now  Kantar  Jt 
led  the  5  af  diamonds  back  to  the  queen.  ™ 

In  dummy  for  a  second  time,  be  led 
die  jade  of  spades  and  let  it  ride  to 
West’s  king.  West  cashed  a  club  and  led 
a  heart  to  partner’s  ace,  bat  Kantar 
ruffed  it  He  then  reached  dummy  a 
third  time  by  leading  the  deuce  of  dia¬ 
monds  to  dummy’s  3.  Another  spade 
finesse  secured  his  contract 
Years  laier,  Kantar  remarked:  “If  I 
were  to  play  die  same  hand  today.  I 
would  lay  10-to-l  odds  that:  (al  East 
would  have  the  9  of  diamonds,  or  (b) 

East  would  jump  up  with  the  ace  of 
hearts,  or  i  c)  West  would  hold  both  the 
king  and  queen  of  spades.  I'm  not  bitter 
or  anything,  yon  understand  _.  it's  just 
that  the  finesses  always  seem  to  work 
for  everybody  else  nowadays." 

Matthew  Granavettercan  be  reached 
by  e-mail  at:  _  * 

matt®  bridge  today  com.  T 


That  thiiitaUed&i 


NIGEL  SHORT 


I’F  ALL  goes  well,  the 
English  team  should  be  in 
Kalmykia  for  the  Chess 
Olympiad  by  the  time  you 
read  this.  1  say  *iF 
because  Kalmykia  is  harder  to 
get  to  than  the  South  Pole  and 
maybe  a  lot  less  hospitable  too. 

There  are  those  who  have 
been  azguing,  ss  reported  in  last 
week's  Review  section,  that  we 
should  boycott  the  event  on  the 
grounds  that  Kalmykia  is  run  by 
Kirsan  Hyunzhinov,  a  chess-mad 
dictator  who  squanders  his 
republic’s  meagre  resources  on 
megalomaniac  projects  like 
“Chess  City”. 

An  example  of  this  reasoning 
comes  from  the  “Glasnogt 
Defence  Foundation”  (which  is  a 
reputable  human  rights  group 
according  to  the  British  Foreign 
Office):  The  winners  will  get 
prizes.  But  these  prizes  are  paid 
by  unlawful  extortion  from  the 
Kalmyk  people— every  citizen  of 
the  Republic  is  obliged  to  make  a 
financial  contribution  to  the 
Chess  Olympic  Games.  Would 
you  like  to  live,  to  eat,  to  win  this 
way?"  I  feel  overwhelmed  by  con¬ 
trition.  Taxation  is  indeed  a  truly 
wicked  thing.  But  were  1  to  boy¬ 
cott  every  country  that  practised 
it  I  would  have  only  penguins  for 
friends. 

On  an  altogether  mote  sombre 
note,  the  brutal  murder  of  oppo¬ 
sition  journalist  Larisa  Yudina 
has  been,  advanced  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  non-participation.  It  is 
certainly  a  very  serious  matter 
and  is  deeply  disturbing.  How¬ 
ever,  1  am  not  aware  that  the 
President  has  been  charged  in 
connection  with  this  plot.  Thus  it 
seems  irresponsible  to  pay  heed 
to  the  accusations  and  innuendos 
that  are  swirling  around  Mr 
fiyumzhinov  unless  some  sub¬ 
stantial  evidence  emerges. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  as  a 
President  of  a  republic  bordering 
the  oil-rich  Caspian  sea,  there 
are  quite  a  few  people,  and  not 
j?®*  the  .  down-trodden 

Kahnyks,  in  whose  interest  it  is 

to  have  him  removed. 

As  to  the  chess  itself;  I  would 
say  we  have  excellent  chances  for 
a  medal.  Even  first  place  is  not 
an  impossibility  if  some  luck  goes 
our  way,  although  the  weakened 
Russian  team  are  still  clear 
favourites.  Much  will  depend  on 
that  mysterious,  elusive,  \m- 
quantifyable  thing  called  form. 

An  impressive  victory  over 
Alexei  Shirov  notwithstanding 
form  was  notably  absent  from 
the  play  of  my  friend  and  erst¬ 
while  neighbour  Jon  Speelman 
during  the  Spanish  Team 
Championship.  Jon  appeared  to 
lose  more  games  in  this  one 
event  than  he  does  in  the  aver- 


age  year.  This  tactical  skirmish 
involved  just  the  sort  of  posi¬ 
tions  in  which  he  usually  excels. 


White :  Speelman 
Blade  Rodriguez 
Salamanca,  13.9.1998 
1.  QD  d5  2.  d4  £T6  3.  c 4  e6  4. 
fic3  2b4.  Tastes  differ,  of  course, 
but  this  line  is  not  to  my  liking 
as  it  seems  to  confuse  the 
Queen’s  Gambit  with  the  Nimzo- 
IndiatL  It  soon  becomes  a  regu¬ 
lar  Rflgozin  Variation,  however. 
5.e3(H)  6.  fed3  flc6  7.  0-0  a6 
8.  h3  dxc4  9.  fixc4  ®d6  10.  a3. 
Instead  10.e4  e5  11  .©e3  exd4 
12.&xd4  S?d7  13JSel  led  to  a  com¬ 
fortable  advantage  for  White  in 
Taimanov-Fischer.  Buenos  Aires 
1960.  Jon,  as  is  often  the  case, 
prefers  to  take  his  own  path.  10. 
— e5  11.  @c2  @e7.  li.  ...exd4 
I2.cxd4  flc7!?  was  an  idea, 
intending  to  place  the  bishop  on 
£5. 12.  b4  ©d7  13.  Sb2  Saefil4. 
Sadi  e4.  Having  run  out  of  use¬ 
ful  waiting  moves  Rodriguez 
establises  bis  central  outpost. 
15.  £kl2  @15.  Left  undisturbed 
Black  will  play  Sd7  and  sacrifice 
on  h3.  Speelman  is  not  so  oblig¬ 
ing  and  tries  to  cross  these 
plans.  16.  D  exD.  It  was  hard  to 
do  otherwise  because  White  had 
the  positional  threat  of  exchang¬ 
ing  everything  on  e4,  and  then 
slowly  exploiting  the  latent 
Ppwer  of  the  two  bishops.  17. 
@x!5  9xe3+  18.  3ft  Axd4.  Not 
the  materialistic  18.  19. 

6xD  &U2+  20.  Bxfc  0xC+  21.  *x(2 
$)xd4  as  22.  4Jd51  leaves  White 
with  an  endgame  plus.  19.  9d3. 


Black  (Rodrigncg)  to  play 


White  (Speelman) 


}?*r^+'-20-*fl20.fed 
2  Ug*  ?  blunders  the  b2  trial 
Confusing.  White  it 

£walkteaghtitlf*.21.f 
9*c3??Qn3+. 22. 14el  Qcl  m; 
beautiful  trap.  21.  -&SI  \ 
the  already  blazing  fin 


- V.  WiCJJUUAUJg  k U 

threat.  There’s  one  decei 
22.  gdeq  which  possibly 
oladta  ingenhxtB  attack! 
the  fine  line  between  sue 
failure.  22.  23,’fe 

The  kOler  blow.  It  is  mi 
move  after  24.  #xh29x£2. 
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BUSINESS  ^FINANCE 


The  Jerusalem  Post 


Central  Bureau  of  Statistics: 


in  brief 


DOLLAR  /  SHEKEL 


MAOF INDEX 


Th  F 


GOLD 

$  per  ounce 


'sit 

' j *' 


287.35 

28&2S 

x _  / 

284.65 

OIL 

$  per  barrel  of  brent  crude 


indigo  cuts  10%  of  workforce 

Indigo  yesterday  announced  that  a  reorganization  plan  imple¬ 
mented  in  the  fourth  quarter  led  to  a  10  percent  decline  in  its 
workforce  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2.5 m.  The  developer  of  digi¬ 
tal  printing  technology  added  that  the  layoffs  would  lead  to 
quarterly  savings  in  genera]  and  administrative  expenses  of 
some  $3m.  As  part  of  the  plan  Raft  Maor,  president  of  Indigo 
Israel,  would  be  appointed  president  and  chief  operating  officer 
while  George  Carlisle,  president  of  Indigo  America,  and  Shlomo 
Nimrodi,  the  company's  CFO.  will  leave  the  company. 

Don  Gersienfeld 


Court  overturns 
PM’s  income  tax 
appointment 


DAVID  ZEV  HARMS 


Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu’s  attempt  to  pass  a 
mini-tax  reform  before  the  general 
election  was  dealt  a  blow  yester¬ 
day.  where  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  decided  he  cannot  extend 
Income  Tax  Commissioner  Doron 
Levy's  term  in  office. 

Levy  was  to  have  stepped  down 
at  the  end  of  December,  to  be 
replaced  temporarily  by  one  of  his 
deputies,  Yonatan  Kaplan. 
However,  immediately  upon  tak¬ 
ing  over  as  acting  finance  minister, 
Netanyahu  announced  he  was 
extending  Levy’s  tenure  by  a 
month  to  the  end  of  January. 

Kaplan's  appointment  was  made 
by  former  minister  Yaakov 
Nee  man,  who  said  it  would  initial¬ 
ly  be  for  three  months  from 
January  1,  indicating  to  Kaplan 
that  be  would  ask  the  cabinet  to 
make  his  post  permanent  during 
January,  according  to  ministry 
officials.  Just  days  later  Neeman 
resigned,  believing  his  long- 
planned  tax  reform  would  be 
abandoned,  especially  given  the 
then  strong  possibility  of  early 
elections. 

Netanyahu,  upon  taking  up  the 
reins,  issued  a  news  release 
announcing  that  Levy  had  agreed 
to  remain  in  his  post  until  the  end 


’98  growth  1.9%,  lowest  in  ’90s; 
unemployment  up  1  %  to  8.7  % 


of  January  and  would  work  toward 
implementing  the  reform. 

Claiming  that  Kaplan  had  been 
dealt  with  unfairly,  the  Movement 
for  Quality  Government  petitioned 
the  High  Court,  which  yesterday 
ruled  Netanyahu’s  appointment 
could  not  stand.  Attorney-General 
Elyakim  Rubinstein  joined  forces 
with  the  movement  in  opposition 
to  the  appointment. 

During  the  appeal,  the  move¬ 
ment  also  suggested  there  may  be 
new  evidence  against  Levy  from 
an  earlier  investigation  into  his 
activities.  The  movement,  howev¬ 
er.  dropped  this  element  of  the 
petition.  particularly  after 
Rubinstein  said  Levy  had  already 
been  cleared  of  all  charges. 

In  a  statement,  Netanyahu  told 
the  court  he  had  asked  Levy  to 
stay  in  place  to  maintain  a  sem¬ 
blance  of  order  after  Nee  man’s 
departure  and  to  implement  a 
scaled-down  tax  reform. 

Levy  is  expected  to  make  a 
statement  today  during  a  hastily 
organized  farewell  party  at  the 
Income  Tax  Commission,  while 
Kaplan  will  replace  him  from 
January  1.  Netanyahu  has  agreed 
to  meet  Kaplan,  an  accountant,  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  making 
the  appointment  permanent. 

The  court  will  reconvene  to  hear 
an  update  on  January  13. 


By  JESSICA  STCMBEBfi 

The  economy  grew  1.9  percent 
in  1998.  down  from  2.4%  in  1997. 
while  unemployment  hit  8.7 9c,  or 
198,000  people,  up  from  last 
year’s  7.7%.  or  172.000.  the 
Central  Bureau  of  Statistics  said 
yesterday. 

This  is  the  lowesr  figure  for  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  this  decade. 

Meanwhile,  a  purchasing-power 
comparison  conducted  by  The  CBS 
among  Israel,  the  US,  and  the 
Organization  for  Economic 
Cooperation  and  Development's 
28  developed  economies  showed 
that  cars  sell  here  for  nearly  twice 
ibeir  price  in  the  US  and  some 

Edusoft 
sold  for 
$40m. 

By  PAH  GERSTEMFEU? 

Degem  Systems  announced  yes¬ 
terday  that  its  subsidiary  Edusoft 
would  be  sold  to  a  foreign  compa¬ 
ny  for  $40.2  million. 

The  company  refused  to  disclose 
the  purchaser’s  identity  or  provide 
further  information. 

Under  the  agreement  the  foreign 
company  will  acquire  all  the  out¬ 
standing  securities  of  Edusoft  for 
$8.50  per  share,  which  is  some  30 
percent  above  Tuesday's  closing 
price  of  Edusoft  shares  on  Nasdaq. 
In  early  US  trading  yesterday  the 
price  of  the  company's  share  rose 
to  $8.12. 

Edusoft,  a  producer  of  multime¬ 
dia  English-leaming  products,  said 
that  after  deduction  of  investment 
banking  fees,  shareholders  are 
expected  to  receive  $833  per  share. 

Degem,  which  holds  60%  of 
Rosh  Ha'avin  based  Edusoft.  said 
it  expects  to  write  a  capital  gain 
before  tax  of  NIS  10.3m. 


65%  more  than  elsewhere  in  the 
OECD,  while  health  cane  is  about 
25%  cheaper  than  in  the  LIS  and 
15%  elsewhere  in  the  OECD. 

Gross  domestic  product  (GDP?  - 
including  all  business  services, 
indurtuiai  production,  and  con¬ 
struction  activity  -  reached  NIS 
370  billion  in  IM98.  up  from  NIS 
340b.  in  1997. 

In  per  capita  terms.  GDP  fell 
U.4%  tii  NIS  rC.000.  compared 
with  an  0. 1  %  decrease  in  I9V7.  the 
bureau  said. 

At  the  same  time,  volatility  in 
the  housing  and  construction  sec¬ 
tors  contributed  heavily  !«■  the 
continued  slowdown,  with  that 
sector  shrinking  4.4%. 


“It’s  fair  to  say  the  economy  has 
stabilized  in  the  last  few  months," 
said  Ezra  Hadar.  deputy  director 
at  the  bureau.  The  earlier  trend  of 
declining  exports  and  rising 
unemployment  has  been 
stemmed,  he  said,  and  the  jobless 
rate,  while  while  clearly  high,  is 
nevertheless  lower  than  many 
assumed  it  was. 

Economist  Jonathan  Katz,  head 
of  the  macroeconomic  department 
al  Capital  Assets  Management, 
agreed.  One  could  “very  cautious¬ 
ly"  say  there’s  been  a  slight  upturn 
in  economic  activity  over  the  last 
month  or  two.  though  it's  too  early 
to  call  it  a  trend,  he  said. 

The  year’s  figures  are  slightly 


better  than  expected,  but  it’s  not  a 
dramatic  change.  Katz  said,  point¬ 
ing  at  slowing  immigration  as  a 
factor  that  causes  many  sectors  to 
contract.  At  the  same  time,  mini¬ 
mum-wage  increases  and  index- 
linked  salary  hikes  overshot  start- 
of-the-year  10%  inflation  expecta¬ 
tions,  creating  an  impression  of 
increased  spending  power,  he 
added. 

The  bureau  began  figuring  GDP 
data  according  to  a  new  method 
this  year,  which  may  have  slightly 
altered  the  figure,  said  bureau 
spokesman  David  Neumann. 

Called  SNA93,  this  method  is 
used  by  the  International 
Monetary  Fund,  the  European 


Union  Commission,  the  UN.  the 

World  Bank  and  the  OECD. 

Among  the  OECD’s  28  member 
states,  unemployment  averaged 
7.1%,  while  overall  per  capita 
GDP  rose  2.2%  and  1.6%  respec¬ 
tively. 

In  comparison,  the  Israeli  fig¬ 
ures  slumped  following  the 
shekel's  depreciation  between 
August  and  October,  said  Soli 
Peleg.  the  bureau's  chief  national 
accounts  statistician. 

Once  the  shekel  depreciated 
from  its  October  high,  the  con¬ 
sumer  price  index  increased  3%  in 
October,  with  inflation  rebounding 
to  7.2%.  For  all  of  ’98.  inflation  is 
expected  to  total  about  8.9%. 


Good  morning,  minister 

Workers  from  the  Phoenicia  Glass  Works  in  Yeroham  present  their  case  to  Industry  and  Trade  Minister  Natan  Sharansky  out¬ 
side  his  home  in  Jerusalem  yesterday  at  dawn.  Phoenicia  workers  and  owners  argue  that  their  factories  are  facing  closure  due 
to  accelerated  imports,  which  they  claim  are  being  dumped  locally  at  be  low-market  prices. 


Due  to  new  regulations 

100  TASE  companies  face  delisting 


By  PAH  GERSTENFELD 

Some  100  companies  may  be 
delisted  from  the  Tel  Aviv  Stock 
Exchange  within  a  year  if  they  fail 
to  meet  newly  instituted  regula¬ 
tions,  the  management  of  the 
TASE  yesterday  said  in  a  press 
conference. 

According  to  the  new  mainte¬ 
nance  rales,  which  were  adopted 
last  September  by  the  Knesset 
Finance  Committee,  trading  in 
companies  which  fail  to  meet  the 
new  criteria  will  be  suspended 
starting  December  1999. 

The  regulations  require  that  the 
public  hold  at  least  $400,000  in 
each  company,  public  holdings  in 
small  companies  should  be  above 


7.5%  of  their  equity,  and  the  cc*m- 
panv's  equity  capital  should 
exceed  $500,000. 

Currently  MX)  of  the  663  pub¬ 
licly  traJed  companies  fail  to 
meet  at  least  one  of  the  require¬ 
ments. 

it  should  be  noted,  however,  that 
the  number  of  firms  that  will  actu¬ 
ally  be  delisted  is  expected  to  be 
significantly  lower,  as  some  have 
already  published  tender  offers 
and  others  plan  to  act  in  order  to 
meet  the  criteria. 

In  addition,  the  TASE  board  of 
directors  can  delay  the  delisting 
for  as  long  as  three  years  starring 
from  the  day  the  company  is  sus¬ 
pended  from  trading. 

TASE  managing  director  Saul 


tSam)  Bronfeld  said  that  it  is  hard 
to  predict  how  many  companies 
will  eventually  be  delisted  but 
added  that  the  TASE  has  the  high¬ 
est  number  of  publicly  traded 
companies  per  capita  in  the  world. 

The  local  bourse  hopes  that  the 
Brodet  Committee  recommenda¬ 
tions  calling  for  double  listing  of 
shares  -  allowing  trading  in  Tel 
Aviv  in  Israeli  stocks  floated  in 
the  US  -  will  be  implemented  as 
soon  as  next  year.  “If  there  is  any 
thing  that  can  give  life  to  the 
TASE  it  is  the  double  listing,"  Yair 
Orgler.  chairman  of  the  TASE 
said. 

He  added  that  the  bourse  has 
already  applied  for  membership  to 
the  New  York  Depository  Trust 


Company  (DTC)  to  allow  fast 
transferring  of  equity  between  the 
two  markets.  In  addition  it  has 
approached  the  US  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  (SEC) 
asking  for  designation.  The  TASE 
hopes  to  receive  approval  from 
the  SEC  as  early  next  year. 

According  to  figures  supplied 
by  the  TASE.  the  average  daily 
turnover  in  1998  was  NIS  250 
million  compared  with  NIS  230m. 
in  1997.  During  the  year  compa¬ 
nies  raised  NIS  7.9  billion  in  pub¬ 
lic  offerings  compared  with  NIS 
7.4b.  a  year  ago.  However,  the 
majority  of  this  sum  was  raised  as 
part  of  the  privatization  plan,  in 
which  the  government  raised 
some  NIS  4.4b.  by  selling  stocks 


to  the  pubic,  allowing  it  to  reduce 
its  holdings  in  the  TASE  to  9%  of 
all  stocks  from  11%  in  1997. 

The  offerings  include  raising 
NIS  1.3b.  from  the  sale  of  hold¬ 
ings  in  Israel  Chemicals  in  the 
largest  public  offering  ever  and 
the  sale  of  government  stakes  in 
United  Mizrahi  Bank,  Bank 
Leumi,  Bank  Hapoalim.  and 
Bezeq. 

Trading  in  options  on  the  Maof 
25  index  rose  by  30%  to  some 
3 1 .000  options  a  day. 
Additionally,  trading  in  shekel- 
dollar  options  more  than  tripled 
because  of  the  shekel’s  high 
volatility,  which  led  to  a  300% 
increase  in  trading  of  sheke (-dol¬ 
lar  options. 


Corporate  Sweden  frets  over  exclusion 


STOCKHOLM  (Reuters)  - 
Some  of  Sweden’s  top  companies 
are  worried  that  their  competitive¬ 
ness  in  Europe  -  their  main  export 
market  -  will  be  bit  by  the  fact  that 
Sweden  has  excluded  itself  from 
joining  the  euro,  which  will  be 
officially  launched  tomorrow. 

Vehicle  maker  AB  Volvo  said  in 
remarks  published  on  Tuesday  it 
may  lose  hundreds  of  millions  of 
crowns  a  year  because  Sweden 
has  put  off  a  decision  on  joining 
the  single  currency,  at  least  in  the 
near-term. 

“We're  talking  about  hundreds 
of  millions  of  crowns  per  year,” 
Lars  Persson,  responsible  for 
euro-related  issues  at  Volvo,  told 
the  daily  Svenska  Dagbladet  in  an 
interview. 

“It’s  unfortunate.  It  increases 
business  risks  as  the  Swedish 
crown’s  value  is  so  unstable. 
Volvo  is  vulnerable  to  currency 
changes."  Persson  said.  Around  50 
parent  of  Volvo’s  sales  are-inside 
the  euro  area. 

Sweden’s  crown  fell  sharply  on 
foreign  exchanges  in  response  to 
global  turmoil  in  1998,  while  the 
currencies  of  small  European 
countries  planning  to  join  mone¬ 
tary  union  remained  relatively  sta¬ 
ble. 

Sweden  has  decided  to  opt  out 
of  the  euro’s  launch,  mainly 
because  of  negative  public  opin¬ 
ion,  but  the  government  has  said  it 
will  let  voters  decide  whether  to 
join  later  through  .either  a  referen¬ 
dum  or  a  general  election. 

Bur  Sweden's  business  sector 
wants  the  country  to  join  as  soon 


as  possible,  and  several  businesses 
are  already  preparing  to  convert 
their  accounts  to  the  euro. 

Sweden’s  parliament  will  vote 
late  in  1999  on  a  government  pro¬ 
posal  to  allow  Swedish  companies 
to  list  their  shares  and  draw  up 
accounts  denominated  in  euros 
from  January  1,  2000. 

LM  Ericsson,  the  world’s  third 
largest  mobile  phone  maker,  told 
Reuters  the  effects  of  Sweden’s 
exclusion  from  the  single  currency 
would  be  limited  as  it  was  a  glob¬ 
al  company  with  only  22%  of  total 
sales  in  Europe. 

“But  of  course  we  see  it  as  a  dis¬ 
advantage  that  we’re  not  joining  at 
the  start,”  Ericsson’s  corporate 
treasury  director  Ann  Westetgren 
said. 

Sweden’s  Employers’ 

Confederation  (SAF)  said  the 
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main  problem  was  that  corporates 
would  be  harmed  by  the  govern¬ 
ment's  failure  to  show  exactly 
how  it  stands  on  EMll  member¬ 
ship  and  what  its  strategy  will  be. 
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“We  don’t  know  if  or  when  we’ll 
be  part  of  the  euro  and  this  kind  of 
insecurity  is  nor  good  for  compa¬ 
nies,  as  they  don't  know  what  to 
expect  and  can't  plan  their  future.” 
SAF  spokesman  Kjell 
Frykhammar  told  Reuters. 

Sweden’s  Prime  Minister  Goran 
Persson  has  said  be  favors  a  refer¬ 
endum  on  the  issue,  but  feels  no 
pressure  to  act  before  2001.  The 


ruling  Social  Democrats  -  wbo  are 
divided  on  the  subject  of  EMU 
membership  -  are  due  ro  bold  a 
party  congress  to  decide  their 
position  in  September  2001. 

Sweden's  second  largest  compa¬ 
ny.  drugs  maker  Astra,  also  said  it 
was  disadvantaged  by  the  coun¬ 
try's  exclusion  from  EMU,  but 
said  currency  fluctuations  would 
only  have  minor  effects. 


•  it'.'-  • 

V -  :  -  -■  . . 


i&m tjanoiim 


TARGET  HATH 

(7TTOD) 

Mutual  Fund  for 
Foreign  Residents 

Date:  29JZ98 
Purchase  Price:  126.43 
Redemption  Price:  124.61 

HWWALfWlS 


AMERICAN  PUBLIC  COMPANY 


Fast  growing  and  specializing  in  a  wide  range 
of  telecommunications  products  and  services, 
currently  building  an  international  ISDN 
network  for  global  video-conferencing,  seeks 
Israeli  privately  held  corporations  for 
partnership/joint  venture f merger! acquisitions. 

Candidate  entities  must  have  traded  for  3  years 
and  have  revenues  in  excess  of  US$  5  million. 

Senior  Company  Executive 
currently  in  Israel 

For  more  information  and/or  immediate  attention, 
Tel.  02-566-1867  or  Fax  02-566-1871 
or  Email:  info@videocall.org 


j  Or  contact:  Videocall  International  Corp. 
j  One  Canal  Park,  Cambridge,  Ma.  02142  USA 
TeU  617-679*0300  Fax  617-679-0301  J 


The  Nature  and  National  Parks  Protection  Authority 

Tender  for  the  Establishment,  Preparation,  Operation  and 
Maintenance  of  Food  Services  and  Souvenir  Stores 
in  the  Masada  National  Parks 

The  Nature  and  National  P®ks  Protection  Authority  (hereinafter, 
“The  Authority")  hereby  invites  bids  for  the  establishment, 
preparation,  operation  and  maintenance  of  food  services  and 
souvenir  stores  in  the  Masada  National  Paries. 

1 .  The  Authority  is  interested  in  the  operation  of  food  services  and 
souvenir  stores  during  the  working  hours  of  the  national  park. 

2.  The  proposed  contract  period  is  five  years  with  option  for 
extension. 

3.  The  successful  bidder  shall  sign  a  detailed  agreement  with  the 
Authority.  Details  of  the  contract  are  specified  in  the  agreement 

4.  The  successful  bidder  shall  be  responsible  for  obtaining  ail 
licenses  and  permits  required  for  toe  operation  of  the  building 
for  food  services  and  souvenir  store  purposes. 

5.  The  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  determining  the 
successful  bidder  are: 

5.1  Previous  experience  in  the  operation  of  food  services  and 
souvenir  stores  in  tourism  projects. 

5.2  The  amount  of  the  license  fee  offered  to  the  Authority. 

6.  The  tender  documents  and  additional  details  are  available,  for 
a  non-refundable  fee  of  NIS  500,  at  the  offices  of  The  Nature  and 
National  Parks  Protection  Authority,  35  Jabotinsky  St.,  Ramat 
Gan  (The  Twin  Towers),  1st  floor,  tel:  03-576-6823  (Mali  Bar). 

7.  Bids  should  be  placed  in  the  tenders  box  at  the  Authority^  offices 
no  later  than  noon  on  February  28, 1 999. 

8.  The  Authority  intends  to  hold  a  site  tour  for  the  bidders.  Interested 
bidders  wishing  to  visit  the  park  and  inspect  the  site  for  the 
subject  matter  of  this  tender  are  requested  to  coordinate  the  visit 
in  advance  with  the  project  manager,  Ze'ev  Temkin, 
Tel:  03-685-0075. 

9.  The  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  negotiate  with  each  and  any 
bidder. 

1 0. The  Authority  does  not  undertake  to  accept  the  highest  or  any 
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supplied  by  Pacific 
Mediterranean  Investments, 
Tel.  09-958-5873.AII  other 
data  supplied  by 
Commstocfc  Trading  Ltd., 
Tel.  02-624-4963.  Due  to 
technical  failures  data  may 
be  inaccurate.The 
Jerusalem  Post  will  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  any 
transaction  made  on  the 
basis  of  these  data. 

Readers  who  wish  to  report 
missing  or  misquoted  data 
should  do  so  on  postcards 
only,  addressed  to 
Jerusalem  Post  Business 
Desk,  P.O.B.  81,  Jerusalem 
91000 


last  change* 

Watewagen _ 133  -43 

SOURCE;  S&P  COMSTOCK  (DW£3WJH>98) 


foreign  exchange  rates 


,  Lad  Change 

SN  (Barium  (I) _ 4268  0 

US.  Defer  m _ 4.164  0 

BrtWiPbunain _ 63678  0 

DWsctiMarkfll  - - 2.4966  0 

Kerch  ftanefl} _ 17444  0 

Japanese  toiiiQdi _ .3.614  0 

Sws  Franc  |1) _ 10472  0 

Canadian  Qatar  m _ 10885  0 

hflfcan  Lira  11000) _ 15816  O 

Jorawan  Drar  It) _ 53712  0 


NEW  YORK  MARKET  INDEXES 
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- JC7434 

- 312924 

- —31092 

- 2882.71 

- 7403 

- 47522 

-—.-59427 

- 40723 

- 1231.93 

_ 291-28 


OTHER  MARKET  INDEXES 


FTSE  100 - ..-.5382-6 

toyoWttoi - 13942.1 

Smgvora  aJKhara  Mat _ 304.64 

Hong  tong  Hang  Seng  Max  -10121.4 

braa  Index  „ _ -231 2t 

Pans  CAC40 _ 39 4166 

- - 503137 

Manna _ _ _ 871.72 

Smss  Uarkfl  Index—. - -7160.7 

Sydney - 27842 

Milan - 1484.18 


DOLLAR  CROSSRATES  (US) 
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Last 

- 1  661 

- 1.0574 
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- 0.7294 

- 115.02 

- 03087B9 

- -  ...13482 

- 3346 
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- - 1662 

- 13914 

- 113023 
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- - - 1  1661 


US  COMMODITIES 


Cocoa  IMar){ 
Coffee  (Mart  I 


Last 

- 1376 

- 11715 


Whas!  (Mar)  (CBOT) _ 276 

Soybean  (Jon)  iCBOD . —53325 

Orange  ki»  |WCEC) - 10*35 

Crate  CfiflAaiMNYMEX) _ 1133 

Bonds  UatUure _ 12729 

SandP  MarJuhjra _ 12423 


LONDON  COMMODITIES 


Last  Change 

Cocoa  (Mar)  (LCE) - 903  +3 

Coffee  (Mai)  (LCE) - 1818  +27 

Sugar  (Mai)  OjCa _ -240  *0.1 

Brant  crude  oil  (Mar)(lPE)  — __..1068  +2 


SPOT  MARKET  METALS  (US) 


50MT  Spot _ 


Lea  Change 
_ _ 336  +031 


NEW  YORK  METAL  FUTURES 


Lari  Change 

GoW(Fet>) - 20M  +1 

Siver  (Man _ — - 5.035  3 

Platinum  (jan) - - —36 1.4  +19 

Pafadwn  (Mart _ 32735  +23 

Hlgh-grada  copper  (Mart - 0.669  -0308 


LONDON  METAL  FIXES 


Last  Change 

Gold  AM  fix - 2063  +ftl 

Gold  PM  fa - —2873  +035 

StasrBx _ _ 503  +115 

Uorah  in  parentheses  striate  contract  exp.  date 
(Spa  marksi  fstros  ara  tram  apranmately 
2130  torari  time.  Al  others  are  dosing  quotas.) 

SOURCE;  SAP  COMSTOCK  OWE  3CPDEO90) 


Foreign  financial  data  courtesy  of 

CommStOGh  DYatfing  Ltd. 

Futures,  Options, 
Stocks.  Bonds 
and  Mutual  Funds 


34  Ben  Yehuda  SL.  Jerusalem 
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Pacific  Mediterranean 

Capital  Markets  Group  ■wrl 

•  Slock  broking 

•  Equity  research 

•  Money  management 

•  Corporate  finance 

Tel.  :  972-^0585877 

Telefax  -.972-9-9585896 

E-Mail  :  meir03@’irendline.co.il 
Contact  ;  Elan  Levi 


ISRAEL  MONEY  MARKETS 


Patah  (foreign  currency  deposit  rates)  j 

Currency  (deposit  for:)  3MOWTHS  6  MONTHS  12  MONTHS 
U.S.  dollar  l$250,000)  4.770  4.800  5.090 

Pound  sterling  (El 00,000)  5.550  -  5.540  5.620 

German  mark  (DM  200,000)  2.180  2.280  2-700 

Swiss  franc  (SF  200,000)  0.060  0.190  0.560 

Yen  (10  million  yen)  — 

(Rates  vary  higher  or  lower  than  indicated  according  to  deposit) 
Shekel  Foreign  Exchange  Rates*  (30.12.98) 


CHECKS  AND 
TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Rep. 

Buy 

Sell 

Buy 

Sell 

Rates** 

Currency  basket 

4.5281 

4.6012 

— 

— 

45680 

U.S.  doltar 

4.1292 

4.1958 

4.05 

4.26 

4.1640 

German  mark 

2.4716 

£5115 

242 

2L55 

2.4968 

Pound  sterling 

(LSI  43 

7.0259 

6.79 

7.13 

65876 

French  franc 

0.7368 

0.7487 

0.72 

0.76 

0.7444 

Japanese  yen  (100) 

3.5328 

3.8406 

352 

3.70 

3.6144 

Dutch  florin 

2.1927 

2.2281 

2.15 

226 

22160 

Swiss  franc 

3JJ187 

3.0674 

Z96 

3.11 

3.0472 

Swedish  krona 

0.5120 

0.5203 

0.50 

053 

05178 

Norwegian  krone 

05478 

05565 

0.53 

057 

•  05517 

Danish  krone 

0.6400 

0.6595 

0.69 

0.67 

05556 

Finnish  mark 

08128 

0.8260 

0.79 

Q.B4 

0.8212 

Canadian  doflar 

2.6600 

2.7030 

2.61 

2.75 

2.6883 

Australian  doflar 

23271 

25679 

2.48 

2.81 

25536 

a  African  rand 

0.7005 

0.71  IB 

0.63 

0.72 

0.7070 

Belgian  franc  (10) 

1.1976 

L2172 

147 

124 

15105 

Austrian  schilling  (10) 

3.5123 

3-5690 

3.45 

162 

35488 

Italian  lira  (iooo) 

2.4S57 

25360 

2.45 

258 

25216 

Jordanian  (ftiar 

5.7994 

55930 

6.70 

-6.11 

55712 

Egyptian  pound 

— 

— 

1.17 

157 

15368 

A  OQfli 

ECU 

4.8456 

4.8238 

— 

— 

Irish  punt 

Spanish  peseta  (100) 

8,1372 

&23B2 

6.03 

6.33 

6,1973 

2J038 

29507 

2.65 

&00 

25332 

TASE  advances  led  by  banks 


Tel  Aviv 

Israel's  benchmark  stock  index 
rose  yesterday  for  the  first  time  in 
four  days,  led  by  banking  shares, 
after  the  central  bank  left  its  key 
interest  rate  unchanged  to  keep  a 
rein  on  inflation. 

The  Maof  Index  of  the  Tel  Aviv 
Stock  Exchange's  25  largest  com¬ 
panies  rose  0.37  percent  to  308.90. 
after  dropping  0.76  percent 
Tuesday. 

Bank  Leumi  rose  1.2  percent  to 
5.89.  The  Bank  of  Israel’s  decision 
to  maintain  the  key  interest  rate  at 
13.5  percent  means  credit  would 
not  tighten  Anther,  which  would 
have  choked  off  more  of  the 
bank's  lending  business.  Bank 
Hapoalim,  the  country's  biggest 
bank,  rose  1.2  percent  to  7.59. 

Israel  Chemicals  rose  as  much 
as  1.46  percent  in  heavy  trading 
before  closing  at  4.1 1  shekels.  Hie 
fertilizer  maker’s  controlling 
shareholder.  Israel  Corp.  is  trying 
to  change  the  company's  charter  to 
prevent  Potash  Corp.  of 
Saskatchewan  Inc.  from  gaining  a 
seat  on  the  board  of  directors. 
PCS;  the  world's  largest  potash 
miner,  bought  a  9  percent  stake  in 
the  company  for  S91.3  million. 
Under  current  rules,  any  share¬ 
holder  with  7  percent  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  stock  may  appoint  a  direc¬ 
tor.  Israel  Corp.,  a  holding  compa¬ 
ny  that  invests  in  shipping  and 
electronics,  fell  2.04  percent  to 
NIS  1,440. 

ClaJ  Insurance  Enterprise 
Holdings  rose  I.OS  percent  to 
37.30.  Clal  intends  to  invest  in 
European  insurance  companies, 
according  to  its  strategic  plan  for 
1999.  Ma'ariv  reported.  Clal 
Insurance  is  already  considering 


joint  ventures  with  partners  in 
Cyprus,  Greece,  and  Romania,  the 
paper  said,  without  citing  sources. 

Bezeq  rose  20.4  percent  to 
12.98. 

Europe 


European  stocks  fell  for  the  first 
day  in  four,  led  by  Lloyds  Group 
TSB  and  other  banks  on  concern 
that  recent  gains  aren't  justified  by 
their  earnings  outlook.  The 
Bloomberg  banking  and  finance 
index  has  "risen  45  percent  in  two 
months. 

"I  just  sold  the  last  of  my  banks 
because  even  if  there  are  going  to 
be  mergers  in  that  business,  I  can't 
see  them  going  higher,”  Jacques- 
Antoine  Bretteil,  who  manages 
$700  million  at  International 
Capital  Gestion  in  Paris. 

The  Bloomberg  Europe  500 
Index  fell  1.53  points,  or  0.8  per¬ 
cent,  to  199.18  as  decliners  out¬ 
numbered  gainers  by  seven  to  five. 
Five  of  the  eight  benchmark 
indexes  in  Europe's  biggest  stock 
markets  fell  and  three  were  mixed. 

Lloyds  led  the  banking  index 
1.28  points  lower  to  180.4,  the 
biggest  industry  decline  in  terras 
of  index  points.  The  UK’s  fourth- 
biggest  bank  by  assets  fell  35.5p 
to  842 J,  paring  its  50  percent  gain 
since  October  5.  National 
Westminster  Bank  Pic,  the  UK's 
third-biggesL  bank  by  assets,  fell 
54p  to  1,140,  paring  its  71  percent 
advance  in  the  past  two  months. 

ING  Groep  NV,  Europie's  fifth- 
biggest  financial  services  compa¬ 
ny.  fell  2  guilders  to  i  15.1.  It  had 
risen  69  percent  since  October  5. 

HSBC  Holdings  Pic  fell  13p  to 
1,520  on  concern  a  proposed  bid 
for  control  of  Korea  First  Bank 


STOCKS 


Maof  308^a037% 

Dow  Jones  9274.64  j  QS% 
FTSE  5882.6  ▼  6.99%  ; 
Nikkei  1384117  Y  0.03% 


will  burden  it  with  bad  loans. 
HSBC  and  a  US  group  that 
includes  General  Electric  Capital 
Corp.  are  vying  for  a  controlling 
stake  in  the  Korean  commercial 
Bank. 

The  Korean  government  said  it 
would  announce  its  decision  on 
the  sale  tomorrow.  Korea  First 
held  $2.8  billion  in  bad  loans  at 
the  end  of  the  third  quarter. 

"The  negative  is  that  the  market 
is  very  keen  to  see  HSBC  build  up 
its  dependence  away  from  the  Far 
Eastern  market.”  said  Simon 
Smith,  who  helps  manage  about  4 
billion  pounds  (56.7  billion)  at 
Cape!  Cure  Sharp  in  Birmingham. 

“Now  they're  starting  to  beef  up 
their  Far  Eastern  earnings  again.” 


Asia 


Japanese  stocks  were  mixed. 
Utilities  slid  as  surging  govern¬ 
ment  bond  yields  made  their  divi¬ 
dends  less  attractive.  Computer- 
related  stocks  gained  on  hopes  an 
Internet  shopping  boom  will  boost 


profits. 

The  benchmark  Nikkei  225 
average  fell  4.73,  or  0.03  percent, 
to  13,842.17,  bringing  its  losses 
this  year  to  9.28  percent  Kansai 
Electric  Power  Co.  slid  as  the 
benchmark  10-year  bond  yield 
rose  13  basis  points  to  2.01  per¬ 
cent,  just  under  the  dividend  yield 
indicated  by  Kansai’s  most  recent 
payout. 

“People  bought  these  stocks  for 
the  dividend  yields,  not  for  capital 
gains,**  said  Masakazu  KImura,  a 
manager  at  Universal  Securities 
Co.’s  equities  division.  Now 
investors  are  looking  for  alterna¬ 
tives.  including  telecommunica¬ 
tions  and  Internet  stocks,  be  said. 

Elsewhere,  Singapore’s  Straits 
Times  Index  rose  1.2  percent, 
buoyed  by  gains  of  computer- 
related  companies.  Hong  Kong’s 
Hang  Seng  Index  felf  1.0  percent 
on  concern  HSBC  Holdings  Pic's 
possible  purchase  of  a  Korean 
bank  will  burden  it  with  heavy 
costs.  Australia’s  All  Ordinaries 
index  rose  0.6  percent,  lifted  by 
optimism  the  economy  will  grow 
□ext  year. 

In  Japan,  the  benchmark  10-year 
government  bond  yield  rose  more 
than  a  percentage  point  in  only  a 
month  on  concern  the  government 
will  flood  the  market  with  bonds 
to  fund  economy-  boosting  mea¬ 
sures.  Hie  surge  drew  funds  from 
utility  stocks,  which  carry  a 
greater  risk  than  government 
bonds,  analysts  said. 

Kansai  Electric  Power,  which 
provides  electricity  to  Osaka  and 
Kyoto  and  has  a  dividend  yield  of 
2.02  percent,  fell  1.9  percent  to 
2,475.  Tohoku  Electric  Power 
Co.,  with  a  dividend  yield  of  2  J 
percent,  fell  2.2  percent  to  2,000. 

(Bloomberg) 


Wall  Street 

Blue-chip  stocks  pulled  back, 
baiting  the  Dow’s  eight-session 
winning  streak,  but  smaller-compa- 
ny  shares  perked  up  as  Wall  Street 
remained  mired  in  a  pre-New  Year’s 
slum  bo-.  The  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average  fell  46.34  points,  0.5%,  to 
9,274.64.  Broader  slock  indexes 
finished  mixed,  with  the  Standard 
and  Poor’s  500  and  the  Nasdaq 
composite  pulling  back  modestly 
from  Tuesday’s  record  highs. 

Smalier-company  shares  turned 
high  in  the  afternoon,  hinting  at  the 
start  of  the  “January  effect”  bounce 
often  seen  in  that  sector. 

With  one  session  to  go,  the  Dow 
is  up  17.3%  for  the  year. 

While  strong  money  flows  from 
year-end  bonuses  and  retirement 
plan  contributions  have  fueled  a 
strong  finish  to  1998,  analysts  are 
concerned  that  company  profits 
may  not  justify  the  market's  lofty 
levels  in  1999. 

The  Standard  and  Poor’s  500  fell 
9.88  to  1,231.93,  and  the  technolo¬ 
gy-heavy  Nasdaq  composite  index 
fell  14.83  to  2,166.94  as  high-flying 
Internet  stocks  succumbed  to  profit¬ 
taking  for  a  second  session. 

Advancing  issues  outnumbered 
dec  liners  by  a  narrow  margin  on  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange,  with 
2,151  up.  2,085  down  and  905 
unchanged.  NYSE  volume  totaled 
592.00  million  shares  as  of  4  p.m.. 
vs.  582.29  million  at  the  same  time 
on  Tuesday.  The  NYSE  composite 
index  fell  2.78  to  594.27,  but  the 
Russell  2000  index  of  smaller  com¬ 
panies  rose  1.50  to  41 1.91.  and  the 
small-company  dominated 
American  Stock  Exchange  com¬ 
posite  index  rose  1  -32  io  672.07. 

(API 


Dollar  falls  against  European  currencies  ahead  of  Euro 


The  dollar  fell  against  the 
deutsche  mark  on  expectations  the 
euro  will  prove  to  be  a  powerful 
magnet  for  investors  after  its  debut 
tomorrow. 

"There's  increasing  talk  that  the 
euro  will  be  a  strong  currency,” 
said  Fernando  Medina,  senior  cur¬ 
rency  trader  at  Banco  Atlantico. 
"That’s  one  of  the  reasons  we’re 
seeing  the  dollar  a  bit  lower.” 

In  early  New  York  trading,  the 
dollar  fell  to  1.6697  marks  from 
1 .6737  yesterday  and  is  down-7.2 
percent  this  year.  Against  the  yen. 
tiie  US  cunency  fell  to  1 14.74  yen 
from  115.57.  For  the  year,  it's 


down  1 1.9%  versus  the  yen. 

The  dollar  was  little  changed 
against  the  European  currency 
unit,  with  the  Ecu  at  $1.1735  from 
$1.1734.  The  Ecu  will  convert  1- 
for-1  with  the  euro  tomorrow. 

Many  traders  expect  (he  dollar  to 
decline  after  the  euro  is  introduced 
as  investors  retool  their  portfolios 
and  central  banks  adjust  their  for¬ 
eign  currency  reserves.  Stock  and 
bond  trading  in  the  1 1  euro  nations 
will  be  conducted  in  euros  from 
Monday. 

The  dollar's  losses  were  offset 
by  a  6%  gain  in  the  Dow  Jones 
Industrial  Average  in  the  eight 
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days  through  yesterday,  which 
sparked  demand  for  dollars  from 
foreign  investors. 

“We  see  some  downside  to  the 
dollar  because  of  the  good  start  of 
the  euro,”  said  Neil  EUerbeck,  of 
Chase  Global  Asset  Management 
in  London.  He  said  stock  market 
gains  could  keep  the  dollar’s 
decline  in  check  and  he  sees  the 
dollar  trading  between  1.63  and 
1 .68  marks  between  now  and  mid- 
January.  He's  planning  to  sell  dol¬ 
lars  in  the  new  year.  * 

The  yen  got  support  against  the 
dollar  as  Japanese  government 
bond  yields  surged,  making  yen- 


denominated  deposits  more  attrac¬ 
tive,  traders  said.  The  yield  on  the 
10-year  Japanese  government 
bond  rose  above  2%  for  the  first 
time  since  September  1997  on 
concern  a  flood  of  new  bonds  - 
part  of  a  government  spending 
plan  -  will  overwhelm  demand. 

Still,  Banco  Atlantico’s  Medina 
said  he  expects  the  dollar  to  regain 
the  upper  hand  at  the  start  of  next 
year,  principally  because  Japan's 
economy,  the  world’s  second- 
largesc  remains  in  the  doldrums. 

“I  don't  think  the  yen’s  going  io 
get  any  stronger.”  Medina  said. 

(Bloomberg) 
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Coffee  declines  due  to  bad  weather  in  Latin  America 


Precious  Metals 

Gold  for  immediate  delivery  was 
little  changed  at  $286.75  an  ounce 
in  London,  as  the  mark  and  the  yen 
held  yesterday's  gains  against  the 
dollar.  A  weaker  dollar  makes  gold 
cheaper  to  buyers  using  other  cur¬ 
rencies. 

Platinum  for  immediate  delivery 
rose  as  much  as  $5.  or  1 .4  percent, 
to  $361  an  ounce  in  London  as  a 
strike  by  miners  at  Anglo 
American  Platinum  Corp.  disrupt¬ 
ed  output  for  an  eight  day.  The 
world’s  largest  platinum  miner 
said  workers  rejected  manage¬ 
ment's  latest  offer  Tuesday,  though 
its  negotiators  were  talking  with 
representatives  of  the  National 
Union  of  Mineworkers  again. 
About  5.000  of 40,000  workers  are 
on  strike,  the  company  said. 


COMMODITIES 


Crude  oil  for  February  delivery 
fell  as  much  as  22  cents,  or  1 .9  per¬ 
cent,  to  $1 1.50  a  barrel  on  the  New 
York  Mercantile  Exchange  after 
the  American  Petroleum  Institute 
said  last  night  that  inventories  fell 
more  than  expected  last  week. 
Inventories  dropped  by  2.4  million 
barrels  to  337  million,  though 
traders  said  that  was  partly  offset 
by  an  unexpected  increase  in  gaso¬ 
line  and  distillate  fuels.  Traders  are 
discounting  continued  military 
action  in  the  skies  over  Iraq 
because  they're  unlikely  to  disrupt 
the  flow  of  Iraqi  oil.  Iraq  fired  on 
UK  and  US  planes  patrolling  a 
“no-fly"  zone  yesterday  for  the 
second  time  this  week. 

Gasoline  for  January  delivery 
fell  as  much  as  0.67  cent,  or  1.9 
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percent,  to  34.80  cents  a  gallon  on 
the  Nymex  after  the  API  reported  a 
larger-ihan-expecied  rise  in  US 
inventories.  The  API  said  after 
floor  trading  ended  that  gasoline 
supplies  rose  by  1 .68  million  bar¬ 
rels  to  211.4  million  last  week. 
Analysts  surveyed  by  Bloomberg 
had  expected  a  100.000-barrel 


drop  to  a  600,000-barrel  rise. 
Traders  are  discounting  the  report 
of  an  outage  at  Exxon  Corp.’s 
425,000  barrel-a-day  oil  refinery  in 
Baytown.  Texas.  The  refinery  was 
hit  by  tire,  Platt’s  Global  Alert 
reported,  citing  a  local  television 
station.  Details  about  the  blaze 
weren’t  available. 


Others 


Coffee  for  March  delivery  fell  as 
much  as  0.55  cent  to  $1.1625  a 
pound  on  the  New  York  Coffee, 
Sugar  &  Cocoa  Exchange.  Traders 
expect  Central  American  exporters 
will  soon  start  shipping  crops  that 
were  delayed  by  as  much  as  two 
months  amid  bad  weather.  Crops 
in  Guatemala,  Nicaragua  and 
Mexico,  the  No.  1  supplier  to  the 
US,  were  harvested  late  after  a 
drought  slowed  development.  The 


bulk  of  the  crops  are  expected  next 
month  and  will  add  to  already 
plentiful  supplies  from  Brazil  and 
Colombia,  the  world's  top  two  pro¬ 
ducers. 

Copper  for  delivery  in  three 
months  on  the  London  Metal 
Exchange  fell  as  much  as  $26,  or 
1 .7  percent,  to  $1 ,490  a  metric  ton, 
as  producers  sold  futures  contracts 
to  lock  in  a  rise  in  the  price  to  a 
four-week  high. 

Copper  staged  its  biggest  rally  in 
five  months  yesieniay  after  a  drop 
in  the  dollar  against  other  curren¬ 
cies  spurred  demand  from  fabrica¬ 
tors  and  in  turn  triggered  buying 
by  speculators. 

Still,  contracting  consumption  in 
Asia  and  Europe  has  driven  down 
copper  prices  to  their  lowest  in 
more  than  1 1  years,  sliding  to  a 
nadir  of  $1,467  a  ton  on  December 
24.  (Bloomberg) 


Bonds  dive  following  Japanese  debt  slump 


•Tfiegg  rates  vary  according  to  bank.  “*Bank  of  Israel. 

SOURCE:  BANK  LEUMI 


US  bonds  fell  for  the  first  day 
this  week,  as  climbing  yields  in 
Japan  combined  with  a  weaker 
dollar  sapped  demand  for  long¬ 
term  Treasuries. 

“If  you  add  the  exchange-rate 
gam  to  the  higher  yield,  Japanese 
bonds  become  more  competi¬ 
tive,”  said  Robert  McGee,  an 
economist  at  Tokai  Bank  Ltd.  in 
New  York. 

The  30-year  bond  fell  6/32,  or 
$1.88  per  $1,000  bond,  to  102 
1/8.  Its  yield  rose  1  basis  point  to 
5.11  percent.  Two-year  notes 
gained,  though,  after  a  strong 
auction  Tuesday.  The  yield  on  the 
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EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem:  Hyper  Pharm,  Hypercd, 
24  Kantei  Nesharim,  652-2363; 
Balsam,  Salah  e-Dm,  627-2315; 
Shuafat,  Shuafal  Road,  581-0108;  Dar 
Aldawa,  Herod’s  Gate.  623-2058. 

Tel  Avfv:  Superpharm  GImmel,  1 
AWmaJr,  Ramat  Aviv  Gimmel,  641- 
7117;  Jabotinsky,  125  fbn  Gvirol,  546- 
2040. 

Ra’anana-Kfar  Sava:  Maigalit  mall. 
Jabotihsfcy,  Hod  Hasharan,  740-8881. 
Netanya:  Universe  Club,  50 
Hameiacha,  Southern  Industrial  Zone, 
885-3507. 

Haifa:  Super  Pharm  (Lev  Hamifratz), 
53  Ha’atzmauL  051-582021;  New 
Pharm.  40  Hanfta,  052-331013; 
Hanassi,  33  Hanassi,  833-3312. 
Krayot  area:  Motzkin,  64  Moshe 
Goshen,  Kayat  MotzJdn,  873-7243. 
Herzflya:  New  Pharm,  Beit  Merkatim, 
6  Maskit  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagallm), 
Hardys  Pitvah,  354-9003.  Open  9 


new  note  was  4.58%,  down  II 
basis  points  from  the  auction 
rate. 

Japanese  government  bonds 
plunged  for  a  second  day,  push¬ 
ing  the  benchmark  bond  yield 
above  2%  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  a  year,  on  concern  a 
flood  of  bonds  to  fund  economy- 
boosting  plans  will  overwhelm 
demand  at  an  auction  next  week. 

The  auction  today  is  the  first 
since  the  government  announced 
greater  bond  sales  and  reduced 
purchases  of  bonds  by  state-con¬ 
trolled  funds  two  weeks  ago.  The 
government  plans  to  sell  twice  as 


am.  to  10  p.m. 

Upper  Nazareth:  New  Pharm,  Lev 
Hair  Mall.  657-0468.  Open  9  a.m.  to  10 
p.m. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem:  Blkur  Holim  (internal, 
ENT);  Shaare  Zedek  (surgery  orthope¬ 
dics,  obstetrics);  Hadassah  Bn  Kerem 

^^v?TeJA^M^^!^snier  Dana 
Pediatric  Hospital  (pediatrics);  Tel  Aviv 
Medical  Center  (surgery). 

Netanya:  Laniado. 

POLICE  100 

FIRE  102 

FIRST  AID  101 


Magen  David  Adorn 
In  emergencies  dial  101  in  most  parts 
of  the  country.  In  atkfition: 

Ashdod*  8551333  KfarSam*  B902Z82 

Ashtaton  6551332  Nahoriya*  9B12333 

Baarahaba*  6274767  tetanya'  8604444 

Bert  Shomesh  6523133  PetahTikva*  9311111 
Dan  Region*  57B33S3  RahovoT  9451333 

Etar  6332444  Rfehon*  B642333 


3JS  Trbffi  yield  \ 


much  new  debt  in  the  fiscal  year 
starting  April  than  the  current  fis¬ 
cal  year.  It  will  purchase  just 
one-seventh  of -bonds  sold,  down 


Haifa*  8512233  Sated  6920333 

Jerusalem-  6S23133  Tel  Aviv*  5460111 

KarmteT  9685444  Tiberias-  6792444 

•Mobile  Intensive  Care  Unit  (MICU) 
service  in  the  area,  around  the  dock. 

Help  line  for  Engflsh-speakers  - 
Confidential  hot-line  counseling  and 
referrals  for  all  ages,  all  problems. 
Milev  Center  for  Crisis  Counseling. 

a 654-1111, 1-800-654-111. 

teed  help  for  tourists  (in  English) 
177-022-9110. 

The  National  Poison  Control  Center 
at  Rambam  Hospital  04-852-9205,  24 
hours  a  day,  tor  information  in  case  of 
poisoning. 

Eran  -  Emotional  Prst  Aid  -  1201, 
also  Jerusalem  02-561-0303  (Arabic: 
563-0301);  Tel  Aviv  03-546-1111  (chfl- 
dran/youtn  546-0739);  Rlshon  Lezion 
03-956-6661/2;  Haifa  04-867-2222 
(Arabic  867-2226J;  Beershefaa  07-649- 
4333;  Netanya  09-862-5110;  Karmret 
04-988-8770  (Arabic:  958-3444);  Kfer 
Sava  09-767-4555;  Hadera  06-634- 
6789;  Nazareth  (Arable:  06-645-4222). 


from  a  half  ar  present. 

Meantime,  the  dollar  fell  for  a 
third  day  against  the  yen,  to 
115.15  yen  from  115.57  yen 
Tuesday  in  New  York. 

The  tumble  in  Japanese  bonds 
also  raised  concern  some 
Japanese  investors  will  sell 
Treasuries  to  cover  losses  in  their 
domestic  market. 

“The  threat  of  Japanese  repatri¬ 
ation  to  offset  losses  at  home  has 
undermined  Treasuries,”  said 
Philip  Shaw,  the  chief  economist 
at  Investec. 

Still,  Shaw  said  be  expects 
losses  in  Treasuries  will  be  Umit- 


Crisis  Center  far  Religious  Women 
02-655-5744/5.  24-hour  service,  confi¬ 
dentiality  guaranteed. 

Wizo  hotlines  for  battered  women 
02-651-4111,  03-546-1133,  07-637- 
6310, 06-855-0506. 

Rape  Crisis  Center  (24  hours),  Tel 
Aviv  523-4819,  544-9191  (men), 
Jerusalem  625-5558,  Haifa  853-0533, 
Blal  633-1977. 

Hadassah  Medical  Organization  - 
Israel  Cancer  Association  support  ser¬ 
vice,  02-624-767B. 

Flight  arrivals  -  (Or  information  in 
English  03-972-3344. 
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Notices  in  this  feature  are  charged 
at  NIS  2608  per  fine,  including  VAT. 
insertion  every  day  of  the  month 
costs  NIS  520.65  per  fine,  including 
VAT,  per  month. 

JERUSALEM 
Conducted  Tours 


ed,  because  Japanese  investors  - 
the  second-largest  foreign  own¬ 
ers  of  US  bonds  after  UK 
investors  -  are  still  likely  to  favor 
the  higher  yields  offered  by 
Treasuries. 

At  yesterday’s  4.68%.  10-year 
US  notes  yield  about  266  basis 
points  more  than  Japanese  bonds 
of  similar  maturity.  That  gap  in 
yield,  or  spread,  narrowed  from 
more  than  400  basis  points  in 
early  November. 

Investors  said  Treasuries  would 
also  be  supported  by  expecta¬ 
tions  for  slow  US  inflation  in  the 
months  ahead.  (Bloomberg) 


HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English, 
daily  Sun.-Thur.,  11  am.  from 
Bronfman  Reception  Center,  Sherman 
Administration  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9, 23, 
26,  28.  F6r  info,  call  (02)  588-2819. 
HADASSAH.  Visit  the  Hadassah 
installations,  Chagall  Windows.  TeL 
(02)  641-6333,  (CG)  677-6271 . 

TEL  AVIV 
Museums 

TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Ninety 
'fears  of  Israeli  Art  -  selection  from  the 
Joseph  Heckmey-Lsraei  Phoenix 
Collection.  Hedva  Ser  -  tapestries  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Aubusson  workshops. 
Plastic  Times  -  Plastic  +  Design.  Jozaf 
Israels,  paintings;  Isaac  Israels: 
Chronicier  of  Ufa.  From  the  Cabinet  of 
Curiosities  to  Virtual  Reality;  The 
Museum  -  Past.  Present  and  Future. 
“A  Fotot  of  View”  -  children's  exhibi¬ 
tion.  Collections.  HELENA  RUBIN¬ 
STEIN  PAVILION  FOR  CONTEMPO¬ 
RARY  ART  10  a.m.-6  p.m.Tue  10 
a.m, -10  p.m.  Fri.„  SaL  10  ajn.-2  p.m. 
Meyerhof!  Art  Education  Center,  Tel. 
(03)  691-9155/8- 


Thursday, 
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NES  AMM1N  Kibbutz  Hotel  -  Thte  uniquely  European  vitege  in  the  Gafiee,  offers  Hostel, 
Hotel  and  apartment  situated  in  beautiftf  botanical  gardens.  Defirious  kosher  food.  Book 
w»ofour  “Classical  weekend  musical  packages’!  Tot  04-895  DQ99,  Fax:  04-995  0088. 


GALILEE -UPPER 


WHERETO  STAY 


Eilat 
RED  MOUNTAIN  HOTEL 

Nisl30pff  pasa  per  mjfo  ind.  breafcta 

*  Luxurious  rooms 
*T.V  and  video . 

*  Personal  sales 

*  Mini  bar 

*  Healed  swimming  pool 

*  Exercise  room 
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►  Hot  <4 
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WHtzht:  lO  RENT  A  CAR 


AVIS  ~  We  try  harder 

TeSAviv  03^5271752 
Ben Gurion Airport  035773200 
Jerusalem  02-6249001 
USA  201*816-8157 

London  44-181-848-8733 
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Phone  _ 

Tel  Aviv:  03-6391307 
Telefax:  03-5370511 

We  wiB  deliver  the  car  to  you 


f  ,  A  CAH  IN  THt  SHARON 


i  fafabest&mostwiiableseMce 
r  Special  offers  available 
•  Delivery  &  Airport  service 

Tel:  09-7408822.  09-7400383 


/  A/fl-CONDITlONED  ROOMS,  near  the  sources  of  the  Jordan,  and  the  Gotan  Heights. 

Tel:  06-694  3012,  Pax:  052-828  400.  Tel:  06-894  1274,  Fax:  052-825  84. 
\Jefc  06-594  4767.  Fag  052-817  719.  _ 

GOLAN  HEIGHTS 


f  MOTEL  GOLSHE  HAHERMON  -  Sagron  Family  Neve  AHv  -  06-898  1531, 

I  031-246  540.  The  closest  place  to  the  ski  resort,  wtfi  ad  conveniences,  comfortable 
^atmosphere  and  full  Israeli  breakfast  Special  package  deal  during  the  ski  season^ 

JERUSALEM 

rADDAR  SUITE  HOTEL  -  New  luxurious  site  hotel,  located  in  the  heat  of  Jerusalem. 
Each  suite  has  its  own  balcony,  satellite  television,  two  telephone  extensions, 
equipped  kitchenette,  Jacuzzi  bathroom. Tet  02-6263111  Fax:  02-6260791 


ALON  HOLIDAY  APARTMENTS  -  new  5  star  studios,  In  the  very  center  of 
Jerusalem,  air  conditioned,  kitchenette,  private  telephone,  top  design,  completely 
refurbished  Tel:  02-625-0002,  Fax:  02-625-0008.  E-maB:  alon©o-nlv.com 


LEV  YERUSHALAYIM  HOTEL  -  centrally  located  on  King  George  Street,  suites 
available  one  or  2  bedrooms  plus  living  room,  kitchenette,  dining  area,  steeps  up  to 
six  very  competitive  rates  Glatt  Kosher  restaurants  health  dub  sauna  &  Jacuzzi  Teh 
02-586 1891  or  571-1868,  Fax:  02-5864372,  e-mate  kaptanyoeintemet-zahav.  net . 


MOUNT  ZION  HOTEL  -  next  to  Old  City;  family  plan;  Restaurants,  Coffeeshap,  Bar, 
Kealthdub;  all  large  Citadel  rms  face  (3d  City  -  WOW?  Internet:  wwwunourdzioacoJ 
Tel:  02-568  9555,  Fax:  02-673 1425,  e-mail:  hoteKhnountzioacoJl 


PtZGCTSHORESH- beautiful  new  apartment  hotel  The  perfect  place  to  enjoy  nature 
and  visit  Jerusalem.  Two  bedrooms,  sitting-room,  kitchen,  fuBy  fimohed,  A/C,  TV  phone. 
Special  deal  for  long  stays.  Tefc0fr533822fr  Rape  02-5340262,  e-mail:  ttbeshoreshcoJ 


TIMES  SQUARE  RESIDENCE  -  On  Jabotinsky  Street,  near  the  major  hotels. 
Luxurious  apartments,  2  and  5  rooms,  fully  equips,  koshwldtehens. 

Tel:  02-561  -1236,  Fax:  02-561-1235 


/  RAMOT  Z  PRIVATE  Pleasant,  fuOy  furnished  2-room  apartment  w/garden.  (linens 
I  provided).  Country  setting.  Magnificent  forest  view.  Convenient  transportation. 
\^Ariondafcle  daily/wflaWy  pries.  Tet  02-588  5573,  e-mail:  rosieffshanfcnet 

JORDAN  VALLEY _ 

/* AFIKEl  NOFE5H  KIBBUTZ  AFTKIM  -  Vacation  apartments  &  rooms.  Kosher  cuisine!'' 
{  3  minutes  from  the  Kinneret.  Special  offer  for  November.  Sun-Thure:  95  NIS, 
VJ.Vestend;  120  NIS.  Prices  per  person  per  room  Tel:  06-6754150/1  Fax:  06-675415^ 

NETANYA _ 

/Ml  ZPE  YAM  HOTEL  -  situated  on  the  Mediteranean.  35  rooms  afl  with  baths,  toilets,  air- 
J  conditioned,  telephone,  TV.  video  &  radio  in  every  room,  dining  room,  kosher,  intimate 
\^bar,  elevator,  sun  terrace  on  the  roof,  parking,  family  atmosphere.  Tel/Fax:  09-862  3730^ 

SPOT  YAM -CAESAREA _ 

<r  \EF  YAM  -  Mediterranean  Tounsm  offers  a  dream  vacation  which  includes:  Holiday 
I  acts.,  private  beach,  glass  bottom  boat,  archaeology,  tornado  boat.  Call  for 
preservations:  06-6364444/70,  Fax:  06-636  2211.  www.kef-yam.coJ 

TEL  AVIV _ 

f LAGUR  BA’IR  luxurious  apartments  in  the  center  of  Tei  Aviv  near  Dizengoff  Center' 
I  Studio  apartments  for  2-3  people  including  a  kitchenette,  air-conditioning  &  cable 
\JV.  138  Dizengoff  St,  Tel  Aviv  Teb  03-527  2586  Fax:  03-524  7033  j 

TIBERIAS  _ 

/SCOTTISH  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Centre  of  Tiberias.  Historic  and  beautiful  buildings 
I  in  lovely  gardens.  All  rooms  private  facilities  and  air  conditioning.  Special  rates 
\Jfuring  December  &  January.  Tei:  06-6723769,  Fax:  06-67901 45^, 

ZjCHRON  YA’ACOV _ 

{  BEIT  MA1MON  -  A  small  family-run  hotel.  All  rooms  air-conditioned  with  telephone''' 
I  &  TV.  Its  famous  Casa  Barone  restaurant  serves  home-cooked  meals  on  the 
V  picturesque  terrace.  Fax:  06-639  6547,  let  06-629  0390,  e-mai  majrnon©pobox^om 


Stea  jiasDfis  jjj 


DEAD  SEA _ 

/l NIRVANA -All  rooms  overlooking  the  Dead  Sea.  Private  beach,  styfish  and  Intimate 
I  health  club.  Spa  treatments  include  Mud  Wraps.  Massages,  Thalassotherapy,  Beauty 
V  treatments.  Tel:  07-658  4626. 


ARROWWOOO  INTERNATIONAL-  world  teadere  in  timeshare  resales,  1999  pedals 
now  released,  red  gold  crown  week  for  less  than  200 0  dollars  (US). 
Phone  Solly  or  Sharon  at  OB-7415356, 053-872111. 


CLUB  SALE  -  far  purchesefcaMentai  of  hoflday  weeks  in  aD  tfrne-sharing  dubfhotels 
-  Israel  and  woridwidel  Tat  09-862  8064, 052-991 645. 


COMPETITIVELY  PRICED  APARTMENTS  in  EUat,  Tiberias  &  Jerusalem!  If  you 
want  to  seU,  purchase,  of  rent  your  one  stop  address  is  MAZTRAP  Center  -  VehucSt 
Tet  OB-934  9601,  Fax:  08-934  9602. 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY _ 

AKBBmZMMER”- Rooms  In  Jenrs^Tef  Aviv;  Sat + 30  K*bubB/aOu-sel^wi^ 
I  Yron,  Massada,  Alumot,  Ktar  Rupin,  Megiddo  (North),  Bachan,  Negba  (Coasl),  Kerarrdm, 
V^Gvufat  Bn  Yahav,  Bot  (Negev)  Tat  07-656  5422, 052-713  630,  Fac  07-ffiB  5135L  y 

GALILEE _ 

/*GAUL  B  &  B  -  Counfry  lodgings  with  kitchenette,  beautiful,  comfortable  and  spacious/'1! 
j  Suitable  also  for  large  families.  Great  location  in  heart  of  natural  oak  forest  Near 
l  tourist  attractions.  Open  year  around.  Tel/Fax:  04-988  6412, 851-556  880.  j 

GALILEE  -  KFAR  YUVAL _ 

/^ORNA’S  CORNER  B  &  B  -In  a  delightful  moshav  close  to  natural  springs,  Golan"'' 
[  Heights  and  Mount  Harmon.  Lovely  cabin  suites.  Completely  furnished,  very  peacefiri, 

V  warm  hospitality.  Tet  06-694  0007.  _  t 

GALILEE  -  MOUNTAINS _ 

/VEGETARIAN  BED  &  BREAKFAST-  in  beautiful  peaceful  Amiran  village  betweenN 
[  Karmiel  and  Safad.  “Anglo  Saxons",  Consular  staff  and  nature  lovers  especially  welcome. 
yEngfish  spoken  arid  understood.  Phillip  Campbell  Tel/fax:  06-688  9045, 052-365  998/ 

GALILEE -WESTERN _ 

/^BRENDA’S  COTTAGES  BAB  -  At  Moshav  Ben-Ami  near  Nahariya  and  the  seaT' 
[  Charming  units  with  all  amenities.  Large  patios.  BBQ  facilities,  wonderful  holiday 

V  atmosphere  and  warm  hospitality.  Brenda  and  Bobby:  Tel:  04-982  2320 

JERUSALEM _ 

/^ARCADIA  HOTEL  -  Small  family  hotel,  located  in  the  heart  of  Jerusalem.  Minutes’) 
j  away  from  old  city.  Clean  and  tidy  rooms.  Reasonable  rates.  Tel:  02-622 1998, 

V  Fax:02-6221858.  j 


/  UnrTLE  HOUSE  IN  THE  COLONY- The  smallest  hotel  in  Jerusalem*  16  air-conditioned 
[  rooms,  in  the  heart  of  the  German  Colony,  peaceM  street  Double  rooms  S59/69.  Singles 
\J539/59. 7fefc  02-563  7641,  Fac  02-563  7645,  e-mail:  metonit&netvbioanetJ 

TEL  AVIV _ 

CINE  GORDON  INN  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Near  Tel  Aviv  beachfront  A  dean,  comfortable 
alternative  to  expensive  hotels.  Rrfy  air-concStioned.  Single  rooms  from  US$41.00.  Tet 
03-523  8238;  Fax:  03-523 741ft  wimpsUal/gwdon-Inn,  E-ms*  sfeepm@mter.netl 


j  JiiJjiHi  y  /teijMs-ifj  MPaal 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY _ 

SOOD  MORNING  JERUSALEM  Short  term  rooms  and  apartments,  furnished,  al  sees 
j  Low  prices.  Tel:  02-623  3459,  Fax:  02-625  9330,  e-mail:  gmier©neMaoaneLSI 
V  http^/wwwaccofra?xxlation.cojl 


/  BEST  QUALITY  AND  CHEAPEST  short  term  holiday  rentes  in  Netanya,  Ra’anana, 
I  Kfar  Saba,  Herziiya,  Tel  Aviv,  Jerusalem,  etc.  Tel/Fax:  09-8352116  e-mail: 
\.  gaffan©rjetvisHXUietJ 

JERUSALEM _ 

(  NEWLY  RENOVATED  short-term  suites  &  apartment  fully  furnished  prime  locations 
1  up  to  7  beds.  Tet  03-523  0080;  Fax  03-5228129;  e-mate  omegatfvOhtBUWLH 


NETANYA _ 

r QUALITY  APARTMENTS  &  HOUSES  -  For  holiday  rentals  in  NETANYA  and 
CAESAREA.  Fully  (unshed  and  equipped  homes  for  ahortflong  term.  Netanya  (teal 
Estate  Tel/Fax:  09-884  6544,  e-mail:  netreOtetecnetJ 


Wiis/a  iQ  H-ii 


DARNA  -  ‘Our  home  is  your  home."  Authentic  Moroccan  Hospitality,  KOSHER.  Business 
lunch;  salads,  couscous,  dessert,  traditional  mint  tea.  Only  NIS  69  with  this  ad  Open  12.130 
-3.130  p.m.,  6130-midnight  3  Horkanos  St  Tet  02-624  5406. 


EUCALYPTUS  -  The  taste  of  Israel  from  ffibGcal  Days.  Rave  revtewsl  Excellent  meat,  fish  THE  7™  PLACE  -  Popular  Jerusalem  dining  spot  authentic  Southern  Indian  and  dairy 
&  vegetarian  dishes  enhanced  by  a  masterful  use  of  herbs  and  spices.  Limcheon  specials,  cuisine.  Spadous.  bright  and  frierxfly.  Uve  show  every  night  Kosher.  37  HffleJ  St  (Beit  A^on 


Kosher.  NEW  ADDRESS:  4  Kftar  Safra  (City  Hall  Complex).  TeL  02-624  4331. 


-  the  joumalsts  center).  Tet  Q2-$25  4495. 


George  St.,  (next  to  Carvel).  Tefc  02-625  4470. 

NORMAN’S  STEAKTI  BURGER  -Freshest  bugers,  steaks,  ribs,  chicken,  fish,  salads  arxJ 
more,  grilled  to  perfection.  American  style  food  and  service.  Kosher  Jerusalem  Rabbinate. 
27  £mek  Refaim,  German  Colony.  Teh  02-566  6603. 

THE  PIE  SHOP  -  TEA  &  PIE,  DONT  PASS  ME  by,  kosher,  sweet  &  savoury  pies,  dairy 
menu;  soups,  salads,  toasts,  specialty  drinks.  Open  11:00  a.m.-12  midnight  9  YoeJ  Solomon 
(back  yard).  Tel:  02-624  8712, 

RESTAURANT  MISHKENQT  SHAANANIM  -  Superb  French  cuisine  for  lunch  &  dinrw,  7 
days  a  week.  Outstanding  wine  cellar,  elegant  setting -spectacular  view -private  room. 
Located  In  Yemm  Moshe  (below  the  Guest  House).  Tel:  02-625 1042 

RlENZl  -  Candle  fight  dating  in  an  etegent  decor.  Fresh  fish  and  home-made  pasta.  Kosher 
Limehadrin  -  Dairy.  Business  lunch  from  NIS  39. 10  King  David  St  (Opp  New  Hilton  Hotel). 
Open  Sat  Nftes.  TeL-  02-622  2312 


DBugearaiant  i 


niM^j~uaa _ _ _ 


Yisrael  SL  The  Jewish  Quarter.  9.D0  ajn-10D0  pun.  Tet  02627  2148. 

RUSH  PINA _ _ _ 

B'BAYITSHELRAFA-  in  toe  heart  of  old  Rosh  Pina,  find  an  fev&nale 
and  special  restaurant  serving  casseroles,  steak  and  vegetarian  food. 
Gourmet  cooking  and  reasonable  prices.  te/efeK  06-693  6192 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL  PACKAGES 

which  include  die 

International  Edition,  French  Edition, 
This  Week  in  Israel  and  Internet 

-~1„, _ ,.is£<  "s  *InloeaI  cunendes 


COLLECT  USA  and  ALL 
Dlal  the  above  Toll-Free  number  from  ANY  telephone  m 


fit  [e 


•  Forme best  a rwsw™-- - 

•  we  off er  you 

•  Delivery  &  A upon  serve* 


CRUISES 


discounted  cruises 

WINTER  CRUISE  ON 
LUXURY  CRUISE  SHIP 

Phone  Judy  or  Arthur  _ 

Tel:  0W1762«  Fax:  0W17W35p 

Greentoufs.8iH3iawa,  | 

Tel  (eves):  Arthur  09-9575656  j 


MEET  ISRAELIS 


WORLD  OF  SINGLES 

V  ISRAEL  -  ENGLAND 
.  BELGIUM  *  USA-  ■  CANADA 

CAROL 

20  Snccessfol 

Years  Matching^"*  Si 


CENTRAL  ISRAEL _ _ _ ^ 

/"HASMONEAN  VILLAGE- An  authaitic  recreation  from  the  days  of  the  Maccabees, 

[  located  In  the  ModTtn  area,  adjacent  to  Route  443.  Lots  ofacfrrities  for  children  and 
yjhelr  parents.  Fluent  EngBsh.  Tefc  08-626 1617. _ _ ^ 

^FISHING  WUUC- MOSHAV  T3U.SHACHAR«a«8fionpfcric  site  Two  fishing  pools -■moiatt'' 
[  and  cam-  Lawns  and  shaded  seating  areas.  PbyequpmattwdidBa  fish  and  meat  rastaurarA. 
Open  from  9  ajm.-8pjn.  Mon,  Thro.  9  am-fntdrffitf.  Tet  08-934  8089, 050-399  327.  ^ 

GENERAL _ 

f  SAVE  TIME  AND  MONEY  -  Contact  Judy  at  SIGHTSEEING  TOURS,  81  HayarkoT' 
SL,Tel  Aviv.  Teb  03-517  6248,  Fax:  03-517  8835  prom  abroad  fax:  872-3-517-8835). 

I  Booking  da3y  aghtseeing  toixs  to  afl  of  Israel,  Jordan  and  Egypt.  ^ 

JAFFA  PORT _ 

f  aALLERY/PRINT  WORKSHOP  -  Har-S  Printers  S  Publishers,  Jaffa  Port,  Main  Gate.  HneS 
(  Art  prints/original  paintings,  artist  books,  Israeli  and  international  artists. 
\sTet  0W381  ^.^--'i1us^X3-^110^1M0-14^a^^^wwwiitoartmfl/to^ 

NORTHERN  ISRAEL _ 

/TOUR  GUIDE  -  Tours  of  Northern  Israel  with  licensed  English  speaking  tour  guide!' 
(  Accommodations  at  beautiful  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Reasonable  rates. 
yCalf  Mart  -  Tel:  06-683  8292, 051-518  827, 06-696  3502  Fax:  06-683  8000, 

SAFED _ 

/^ASCENT  -Your  base  in  the  North  for  Jewish  mysticism.  Best  youth  hostel,  greaP 
1  tocaticaiJlaiy  passes.  fajyJawish  MuRi-Medra.  Center,  weekly  shabbatons,  special 
^seminars.  TO^  off  witfHhis  ad.  Tel:  06-692 1364,  Fax:  06-692 1942  '»  ^ 

SHARON  AREA _ 

/tADAIM  -  Beautiful  &  original  gffts^by  tsraefi  artists  &  crafts  people,  ceramics,  jewelry, 

I  cloths,  woodwork,  painting,  and  more...  for  every  occasion.  Browse  and  enjoy- 
y^1 8  HarcarmelSL(Mfdrachov>fferushalayim)  Kfar  Sate.  Tet  09-766  2468. _ 

TEL  AVIV _ 

/^YIDDiaiSPia’-- Israeli  Natior^Yid^  Theater.  Yidcfah  classics  by  an  oUstanding>' 
[  theater  group.  A  genuine  Jewish  experience.  At  ZDA  House,  Tel  Aviv.  To  reserve: 

V  1-800-444-660.  Don’t  miss  it 


Being  single 
doesn't  mean  to  be  aionel 
GiveusacalH 

It  may  just  change  your  Bfe,  , 
The  Marriage  Connection 
Bezalel  8  Jerusalem 
Tei.  02- 624  6819  J 


ANGLO-ISRAEL 
INTERNATIONAL  SINGLES  | 

Well  cstaUieheJ global  \ 

introduction  service  arm  j 
marriage  bureau 


Discretion  far  people  uritfiout  i 
their  hnowhtlgc 


HOME  SERVICES 


TOURCTCormnedabCHaycnx-hjKaeiB 
Jonraatom?  Then  yon  naedHcaf^WB 

•  In  vour  atswn  w  trakMn  H. 

- '  as^imyniartvene  prepare  H'  - 

•  41  npdn,  tapmotuai*,  MMduai 
wquinjiMnB  aOmd  to  profesrionaCy. 

taw  H0UBCME  k  a  eenpnnmm  bam 
monaflumcrt  &  majrtoiflnco  sanrico  fcr 
psoptolnjauteurpawi  ofmWnour 
ooK»rvyawarkynirt  lurpnort^ 
BacauMwicara. 

*sn»ises. 

Fa  daCaft  contad  OanU  Ww 
Tal.0Z-raiW16  Far.  02-SI 3299 


MOBILE  PHONE  RENTAL 


TEL  AVIV _ 

f  Drganize  a  churchgo^  fora  wonderful  Hdy  Land  pBgrimage.  As  a  group  organizer 
[  you  and/or  your  nrinistar/priestcoidd  travel  FREE.  Fax  you-  delate  and  phone  lumber 
\  to  Arthur  GoWberg,  Far  03-517  9001. 


•  j)}  Js/iiaJ 


TEL  AVIV _ 

f HOW  TO  TRAVEL  FROM  ISRAEL -ZION  TOURS  -  The  largest  North  American' 
I  agency  in  Israel.  Your  ONE  STOP  travel  centert  Tel:  02-625  4326.  e-mail: 
V  marteionftietvisionj^ 

TENERIFE _ 

rTlME  SHARING  -  In  Tenerife.  Sale  at  a  very  special  rate.  2  weeks  in  July 
In  luxurious  apartments  in  Tenerife.  Don't  miss  ft!!  Teh  03-938-6258 


£  \  per  day 
^  1  any  period  H 

Free  incoming  calls 
Low  cost  intsniatkmaJ  caKs 

03-516*8366, 053-76*5053 

D*a»oric«itt«aon  rervh»  araflatte 
.  Afl  major  crwH  carts  aocapUd 


WHERETO  EAT 


/  DeBdottt  n 
'  Taste  of  Israel  \ 

Kqaher-  laruaolem  BnbtewM  -fj 

The  Geftm  GafleryJ 
Restaurant  i 

♦  Mixed  Grill  *  Poultry  a 
*  Fish  *  Homemade  Pitot  9 
♦  Salads  1 


(opp-  Mount  Zion  HoMl) 

Lwncb  SpccSoL-  20%  olfntguiar 
|tnmu prtcebetwnai  noon ond 4p ja. 


JERUSALEM 

ANGELO  RlSTORAHTErfAUANO-Frommer's  1998  Gridesays,  The  most  superb  pasta  A  Jerusalem  landmark  -RIMON  RESTAURANT  Grffled  Meats  and  Middle  Eastern  ctxsane. 
in  the  courrtry..."  Also  fresh  fish  &  Roman  specialties.  Kosher  Dairy.  Outstanding  business  CAFE  RIMON  Dairy  and  Fish.  Superb  pastry.  Indoor-outdoor  seating.  Glatt  Kosher 
lunch  1 2-5  p.m.  NIS  35. 9  Hortanos.  Closed  Friday.  For  reservations.  Tefc  02-623  6095.  Limehadrin.  4  Luntz  SL  (off  Midrachov).  Tel:  02-624  3712. 


SIGMUND  CORNER  BISTRO/CAFE  -  Art  Deco  Decor- Serving  crapes,  sotps,  sandwiches, 
shakes  atd  brewed  cofees.  Reasonable  prices.  Sun-Thua*  11  am-1  am  FH  9  am-hour  before 
ShabbaLSi.  hour  after  Stefcbat-1  am.  Kosher.  Comer  Araa/Ha’ari  Sts.  Ty.02-5636212 


HECHAL  SHLOMO  -RESTAURANT/CATERERS  serving  you  the  best  freshest  most  lDNYS'BETWEBf  THE  AfiafiS°-iricxi0  restaurant  co6ea^hop  in  an  andentexusad^ 
deOdous  food  in  an  exciush/s  environment  Functions  for  up  to  150.  Brit  Milahs,  Bar  Mfevahs,  right  next  to  toe  Hotel.  Extensa  dairy  menu.  Kosher  Umehadrin.  830  ajn.-1D30  pm,  Motza'a 
7  Brachos,  special  occasions,  58  King  George  SL,  Glatt  Kosher/meat  Tel:  02-622  3312.  Shabbat  until  11:30.  Also  private  functions.  174  HagaJ  St  (in  the  tunnel].  02-627-7761. 

MARVAD  HAKSAM1N  ORIENTAL  RESTAURANT  -  Mid-Eastern  and  Yemenite  food;  TZADDDCS  -  Jerusalem's  Real  Authentic  New  York  Dell.  Corned  beef,  roast  beef,  brisket, 
Kosher/meat  Open  for  lunch  &  dinner  tffl  11:00  p-m.;  Sun.-Thure.,  Ffi  MB  3:00  pjtl  1,6  King  pastrami,  salami,  all-beef  hot  dogs,  HiH  bagels,  draft  beer.  Kosher  Limehadrin.  2  Tifferet 


100  Continuous  days 
at  a  very  special  rate 

only  NIS  12.82  per  day 
Single  column  Box  only  NIS  18.72  per  day 

To  appear  in  this  special  tourism  column 
or  for  more  details  send  fax  to: 

100  DAYS 
Fax.  02-5388  408 
or  call  Tel  Aviv  Area 
Tel.  03-839  0333  (Ruthie) 

Fax.  03^39  0277 
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The  Jerusalem  Post  Thursday,  December  31, 1998 

Radja,  Bodiroga 
sparkle  in  EuroStars 


AP)  ~uDin0  Mia  and 
Dqan  Bodiroga  hit  key  baskets 

^stretch  on  Tuesday  night  as 
jhe  East  beat  the  West,  104-98,  in  the 

IS.  AII'Star  game-  "* 

JL"“ Bodir^  aJ though  he  had 
sevCTal  former  NBA  players  as  team¬ 
mates.  who  settled  the  East  win  in  a 
game  played  under  near  NBA-like 

t?  a  24-second  clock. 

_  The  Yugoslav  forward,  playing  for 
Grace’s  Panaihinaikos.  scored  15 
points  for  the  East  and  raided  off  six 
straight  points  as  the  East  trailed  93- 
91  with  3:20  left 

Like  everyone  else,  Bodiroga  was 
enthusiastic  about  the  new  rules 
European  basketball’s  governing 
body.  FIBA,  is  thinkins  of  imple¬ 
menting. 

‘They’re  great,  it  makes  the  game 
quicker.  A  player  has  a  chance  to  dis¬ 
play  all  his  abilities  on  court,**  said 
Bodiroga. 

Radja,  his  teammate  at 
Panaihinaikos,  led  the  East  with  17 
points  and  dunked  twice  with  time 
tunning  out  to  kill  the  West’s  last 
hopes. 

Carlton  Myers  from  TeamSystem 
Bologna  was  the  game’s  Most 
Valuable  Player  after  hitting  for  20 
points  for  the  West  and  adding  a  lit¬ 
tle  razzle-dazzle  to  the  match. 

Pedrag  Danilovic,  of  Kinder 
Bologna,  added  19. 

For  a  while  it  appeared  Myers  and 
Danilovic,  who  had  16  of  his  points 
in  the  second  half,  would  break  the 
West  jinx.  The  East  has  now  won  all 
three  EuroStars  contests. 

Danilovic  poured  in  nine  points  as 
the  West  went  on  an  18  to  10  spun  to 
start  tire  second  half  that  put  them  up 

-.  Myers  then  took  over  by  firing 
threes.  He  also  added  a  little  show 
biz  to  a  match  that  lacked  sizzle 
'Mien  he  found  himself  wide-open  at 


the  3-point  line  in  the  third  quarter. 

“Knowing  I  won  the  3-poim  con¬ 
test  at  halftime,  1  asked  the  crowd  if 
they  thought  I  was  going  to  hit  it  or 
miss  it,”  said  Myers,  who  sank  the 
shot  to  the  crowd's  delight. 

A  disappointing  crowd  of  7,500  in 
the  9,000-seat  Max  Schmeting  Hall 
came  hoping  to  see  spectacular 
moves  and  often  found  the 
European  players  playing  hard-nose 
defense. 

“The  European  mentality  is  to  play 
to  win  every  game.”  said  FIBA 
spokesman  Florian  Wanninger.  The 
NBA  players  are  willing  not  to  play 
defense  for  a  couple  of  quarters  to 
put  on  a  show.” 

The  German  crowd  wanted  ro  see 
dunks,  exploding  every  time  a  play¬ 
er  put  on  a  little  show  of  power. 

But  Conrad  McRae  of  Fenerbahce 
Istanbul  drew  the  biggest  roar  when 
he  missed  a  power  dunk  that  shook 
the  rim. 

The  small  crowd,  after  sellouts  the 
previous  two  years  in  Tel  Aviv  and 
Insianbul,  proved  FIBA  still  has 
much  to  do  in  selling  a  European 
AU-Star  game. 

FIBA  also  couldn’t  find  a  major 
German  TV  station  to  televize  the 
game  live  even  though  the  contest 
was  played  in  the  country. 

The  new  rules  also  included  play¬ 
ing  quarters  instead  of  halves  and 
forcing  reams  to  move  the  ball  out  of 
the  backcourt  in  eight  seconds 
instead  of  10. 

east  non 

Bodlrooa.  7-10  3-4  is.  Kuduay  &-J1  13.  Rivera  5- 
7  13.  Naumoekl  5-10  2-4  13.  Etonomou  0-3  0, 
1-6  1-1  i  Karassev  2-5  3.  Shaffer  06  0. 
Tartac  5-7  2-4 12.  McRaa  1-3  2-2  4.  Rmfia  7-13  3- 
3  17.  Sfomhergas  4-51-1  11.  Totals:  43-80  13-18 
104. 

WEST  (98) 

Rood  2-3  4,  Dantfovtc  7-10  4-6  19.  Beard  2-2  4. 
Kamaevas,  6-11  M,  Nesterov*  1-2  2.  Myers  9-18 
20.  Maneghin  1-31-1  3.  Alexis  5-8  12.  Herreras  1- 
5  2,  FUgaudaau  2-9  4.  Robreca  7-10  14. 

Total:  43-81  5-7  98. 

RebotmdsrEast  (Rac$d  uj,  West  (Retoraca  10). 
Assists -East  (NaumosM  4).  West  (Rfeaudeau  8). 
A:  7.50Q. 


Stewart  calls  for  review 
of  laws  on  playing  time 


in  brief 


MELBOURNE  (Reuters)  - 
England  captain  Alec  Stewart  has 
called  on  cricket’s  governing  body 
to  review  its  laws  on  playing  tune  to 
avoid  a  repeat  of  Tuesday's  exhaust¬ 
ing  four-hour  final  session  of  the 
fourth  TeSL 

England  scored  one  of  the  most 
dramatic  wins,  in  Ashes  history 
when  they  beat  Australia  by  12  runs. 

Both  Stew  an  and  Australian  cap¬ 
tain  Mark  Taylor  said  they  were 
unhappy  at  having  to  play  for  more 
than  eight  hours  -  the  longest  day  in 
Test  history. 

“Commonseose  should  come  into 
it.’’  Stewart  said.  Tm  sure  it  will  be 
looked  at  by  the  ICC  (International 
Cricket  Council),  things  like  when 
die  breaks  are  and  how  long  ses¬ 
sions  should  be.”  Play  began  on 
TUesday  at  10.30  a.m.  and  did  not 


finish  until  7.33  p.m.  Playing  time 
was  eight  hours  three  minutes  com¬ 
pared  to  the  normal  six. 

An  extra  half  an  hour  had  been 
added  to  the  first  and  last  sessions  of 
each  of  the  three  days  played  after 
the  opening  day  was  washed  out. 

Tuesday's  final  session  was 
extended  even  further  when  tea  was 
taken  early  after  England  were  dis¬ 
missed  in  their  second  innings  28 
minutes  before  the  scheduled 
break. 

More  time  was  added  on  because 
of  slow  over  rates,  taking  the  final 
session  through  until  7.19  p.m. 

By  that  stage  Australia  were  just 
14  runs  away  from  victory  and  the 
umpires,  in  accordance  with  ICC 
rules,  offered  the  batsmen  an  extra 
half  an  hour  because  a  result  was 
possible. 


Domi  moves  from  PSG  to  Newcastle 


NEWCASTLE  (Reuters)  -  Paris 
St  Germain  left-back  Didier  Domi 
completed  his  move  to  Newcastle 
United  yesterday  becoming  the 
23rd  French  player  to  join  an 
English  premier  league  club. 

Domi,  a  French  youth  interna¬ 
tional  who  will  not  be  2 1  until  next 
April,  will  cost  Newcastle  £4.0 
million. 

Domi  has  only  made  just  over  50 
appearances  for  PSG  since  making 
his  debut  for  the  side  in  the  1994-95 
season,  but  has  already  picked  up 
major  honors  with  PSG  winning 
the  French  Cup  and  the  French 
League  Cup  fast  season. 

He  was  also  in  the  team  beaten 
by  Barcelona  in  the  final  of  the 
European  Cup  Winners'  Cup  in 
1997,  but  has  been  out  of  the  side 
since  coach  Artur  Jorge  took  over 
earlier  this  season. 


Newcastle  coach  Ruud  Gullit 
said  he  was  delighted  to  have 
signed  the  player  who  will  make 
his  league  debut  against  Chelsea  on 
January  9. 

Coventry  City  said  yesterday 
they  had  signed  20-year-old  Danish 
goalkeeper  Morton  Hyldgaard  and 
agreed  a  loan  deal  for  Venezia 
striker  Slefuno  Gioacchini. 

But  unsettled  French  defender 
Jean-Guy  Wallemme  was  leaving 
after  only  six  months  at  High  field 
Road  to  return  home  with  first  divi¬ 
sion  Sochaux- 

Hyldgaard  had  been  on  trial  from 
Danish  Second  Division  Ikast  and 
cost  Coventry  £200.000  with  a  fur¬ 
ther  £200.000  to  be  paid  after  a 
fixed  number  of  appearances. 

Italian  Gioacchini  arrived  on  loan 
from  snuggling  serie  A  Venezia  for 
the  rest  of  the  season. 


Stewart  remonstrated  with 
umpires  Daryl  Harper  and  Steve 
Bucknor,  arguing  that  his  tiring 
bowlers  had  already  spent  more 
than  three  hours  in  die  field  in  the 
final  session. 

Unfortunately  for  Australia  their 
decision  to  bat  on  backfired  as 
England  cleaned  up  their  last  three 
wickets  for  one  run  to  complete  a 
famous  victory. 

Taylor  defended  Australia’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  continue  but  agreed  with 
Stewart  that  the  rules  should  be 
changed 

"1  know  the  object  of  the  rules  is 
to  get  as  much  cricket  played  as  pos¬ 
sible  but  T  think  you’ve-  got  to  draw 
the  line  somewhere  otherwise  you’ll 
end  up  starting  at  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  finishing  at  nine 
o’clock  ai  night,"  he  said. 

Agent:  Udinese 
want  Schmeichel 

COPENHAGEN  (Reuters)  - 
Italian  Serie  A  club  Udinese  are 
among  a  number  interested  in 
signing  Manchester  United’s 
Danish  goalkeeper  Peter 
Schmeichel  when  he  leaves  Old 
Trafford  at  the  end  of  his  season, 
his  agent  Ole  Frcderiksen  said 
yesterday. 

Frederiksen  said  there  has  also 
been  interest  shown  from  clubs  in 
France.  Spain  and  Portugal. 

Schmeichel  is  allowed  to  start 
talking  to  other  clubs  from  this 
weekend,  but  he  is  unlikely  to 
return  to  Denmark  with  Brondby, 
the  club  be  left  in  1991  for 
United. 

“It  would  be  good  for  my  son  to 
learn  another  language  before  we 
return  home."  Schmeichel  said. 


BBC  faces  the  music 

LONDON  ( AP)  -  They  wanted  to  watch  Headley  and  Gough. 

Instead,  it  was  Handel  and  Grieg. 

Thanks  to  a  blunder  by  the  BBC,  thousands  of  cricket  fans 
watched  an  introduction  to  classical  music  for  children  on 
Tuesday  instead  of  the  final  few  exciting  overs  of  England's  unex¬ 
pected  12-run  win  over  Australia. 

While  Dean  Headley  and  Darren  Gough  bowled  out  the 
Australians  for  England's  victoiy  in  Melbourne,  viewers  who 
switched  on  around  breakfast  time  back  in  England  didn't  see  a 
ball  bowled. 

Although  the  BBC  changed  the  schedules  last  week,  the  alter¬ 
ations  didn't  make  the  daily  papers. 

Pakistan  to  play  India  after  10-year  Test  gap 

NEW  DELHI,  (Reuters)  -  Pakistan  and  India  will  end  a  10-year 
gap  when  they  face  each  other  in  a  Test  match  in  Delhi  next 
month.  Indian  cricket  officials  said  yesterday. 

Pakistan  will  play  two  Tests  against  India  and  the  two  countries 
will  then  be  joined  by  Sri  Lanka  to  take  part  in  the  inaugural 
Asian  Test  Championship. 

India  and  Pakistan,  fierce  political  opponents,  have  not  faced 
each  other  in  a  Test  series  since  1989,  when  India  toured  Pakistan. 

Walsh  to  miss  fourth  Test,  Ambrose  doubtful 

DURBAN  (Reuters)  -  The  beleaguered  West  Indies  cricket 
team  suffered  a  body  blow  yesterday  with  the  news  that  Courtney 
Waisb  will  miss  the  fourth  Test  against  South  Africa  because  of  a 
hamstring  injury. 

New- ball  panner'Curdy  Ambrose  is  struggling  with  knee  and 
back  problems  which  could  also  rule  him  out  of  the  match  at 
Newlands  in  Cape  Town  starting  on  Saturday. 

Walsh  sustained  his  injury  while  fielding  on  the  final  day  of  the 
third  Test  in  Durban  on  Tuesday.  South  Africa  won  by  nine  wick¬ 
ets  to  take  an  unbeatable  3-0  lead  in  the  five-match  series. 

Tomba  settles  for  third  in  farewell  race 

SESTRIERE  (Reuters)  -  Italy’s  Alberto  Tomba  had  fo  settle  for 
third  place  oyesterday  in  what  was  billed  as  his  last  competitive 
ski  race  at  the  scent  of  some  of  his  greatest  World  Cup  triumphs. 

Swiss  veteran  Paul  Accola,  Tomba’s  great  World  Cup  rival  in 
1992  when  he  took  the  title  and  the  Italian  was  runner-up,  won 
the  special  three-legged  slalom  under  the  floodlights  in  Sestriere. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

RATES 

DWELLINGS 

u 

SERVICES  ■  VEHICLES  M  VEHICLES 

h 

VEHICLES 

u 

VEHICLES 

PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  All  rates 
indude  VAT: 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  157.95  for  10 
words  (minimum),  each  additional  word 
NIS  15.79. 

FRIDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS 
246.70  10  words  (minimum),  each  addi¬ 
tional  word  NIS  24.57. 

TWO  FRIDAYS  -  NIS  402.4B  lor  10 
words,  f minimum),  each  additional  word 
NIS  40.24. 

MONDAY.  WEDNESDAY  and  FRI¬ 
DAY  (package)  -  NIS  351  lor  10  words 
(minimum).each  additional- word  -  NIS 
35.10 

WEEK  RATE  (G  insertions)  -  NIS  503.10 
tor  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
word  -  NIS  50.31. 

4  FRIDAYS  -  NIS  643.50  for  10  words 
(minimum),  each  additional  word  -  NIS 
64.35. 

MONTHLY-!  24  insertions)  -  NIS  1228.50 
tor  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
word  -  NIS  122.35. 

Rates  are  valid  from  December  15, 
1998. 


DEA DUNES  offices: 

Jerusalem  -  weekdays:  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  4  pm  on 
Thursday. 

Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa  -  weekdays:  12 
noon,  2  days  before  publication:  for  Friday 
and  Sunday:  4  p.m.  Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv 
and  12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifa. 

For  classified  enquiries  please  call 
02-6315644. 


DWELLINGS 


_ General _ 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

JERUSALEM  LODGES  LTD. 
Short  and  long  term  rentals 
Bed  and  breakfast 

P.O.  Box  4233,  Jerusalem  91044. 
Tel.  02-5611745,  Fax:  02-563-7566 
e-mail:  lerel@iereLco.il 


THE  JERUSALEM  INN 
Hotel 

Private  Bathroom  -Telephone-T.V. 
Tel.  02-625-2757 
Guesthouse 
B.B.  doubles  /  family  rooms 
Tet.  02-625-1294 
Best  value  accomodations. 


_ Jerusalem  Area _ 

SALES 

MUST  S1HI1  GIVAT-CANADA  -  luxury 
duplex,  5.5,  +  3  for  i ncome,  indoor  park¬ 
ing  ,  view,  garden.  $450,000.  flexible. 
Tel.  02-623-1593(0)  (NS).  Tel.  02-676- 
1415{E)(NS)1  Fax  02-623-1537.  [20073] 


habitat  realestate 

.  jr’xz&xit ^**j*s*uxs*t**rx'pru 


Jerusalem  quality  sales  &  rentals 
in  all  areas  -  ask  Itaylr 


I  .»  ?v^,v .  —  .-wl  .  ■».  | 

Email:  corticcr5-netvision.net.il 


MUSRARA.  APARTMENT  IN  Arab 
building,  unique,  80  meters,  gallery,  reno¬ 
vated.  stylized.  Tel.  02-534-1471.  050- 
312-801.  [792266] _ 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

BED  &  BREAKFAST.  WARM  at¬ 
mosphere.  private  shower,  TV  in  room, 
many  extras.  French  Hill.  Jerusalem 
$30  for  a  single.  $50  for  a  couple. 
Apartment  rental  short  or  long  term.. 
Fully  equipped  3  bedroom  apartment  in 
Tiberias  .  Tel.  972-2-581-0870.  Fax. 
972-2-581-1385.  E-Mai»: 

saaha©  jposLco.il 


DWELLINGS 


Tel  Aviv 


SALES 


SALE-PINKAS  WEiZUANN,  4.5  + 
basement  parking,  security,  beautiful 
kitchen.  Tel.  03605-5110.  050-756-279 
(private).  [795314] 


DWELLINGS 


Sharon  Area 


SALES/RENTALS 

HERZUYA  PITUAH,  GOOD  selection  of 
quality  houses/apartments,  for  sale  or 
rent.  Excfus/v*  OREN  &  DUNSKY.  Tel. 


rent.  Exclusive  OF 
O9-967-3096.[0201] 


_ Jerusalem _ 

GENERAL 

PALMISTRY,  INDIVIDUAL  READ¬ 
INGS  and  consultations.  Andres,  Tel.  02- 
624-7259. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ General _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

..EXCELLENT  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES, 
.for  aqjraiis.  domestic  help,  childcare  and 
caregivers  for  the'etdeny.  Great  condi¬ 
tions.  High  salary,  five  in/out,  countrywide. 
Tel.  03-688-6767,  052-891034.  [14454] 

_ Jerusalem _ 

GENERAL 

FOR  TOURISTS  AND  FOREIGN  passport 
holders,  waiter/ess  in  Jerusalem, 
monthly  wage,  $750  •+  tips,  possible 
liva-in.  Gal.  Tel.  050-267-422. 14151] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Tel  Aviv _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

DON’T  DESPAIR-  BECOME  an  au 
pairil  Don't  delay-  phone  today!!  Au  pair 
International  has  available  the  most  prom¬ 
ising  and  interesting  live-in  job  offers  in  Is¬ 
rael.  Phone  24  hour6  03-619-0423. 

(19003) 

IMMEDIATE  AU-PAIR  JOBS  available, 
frfendtiest  families,  best  conditions,  the 
agency  with  a  heart  for  the  Au  Pairs. 
Call  Hilma:  (03)  965-9937. 

EXCLUSIVE  AU  PAIR  AGENCY  in 
North  Tel  Aviv  seeking  qualified,  intelli¬ 
gent  candidates.  High  salaries.  Tel. 
0504520-894.  [20053] _ 

HIGH  SALARY  FOR  matapelet,  possr- 
bie  five-in ,  good  conditions.  03-676-3183. 

(7927*2) _ 

HEN/WOMEN,  LIVE-IN/LIVE-OUT, 
parr-time/futl-time.  Tel.  03-512-4059. 
057-280-280.  17951 9S] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Sharon  Area _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

WORKERS  WANTED:  2,3  times  par 
week,  llive-tn  possible).  Tel.  03-512- 
4058, 057-280-800.  [795194] 


_ General _ 

_  GENERAL _ 

HjSjjtr  APTCDATnr,c 

a  QUALITY  NEW  &  USED  CARS 
i  TAX  FREE  &  UNRESTRICTED 
Buying  ■  Setting  •  trading  •  Leasing 
Celebrating  25  fa is  -  Countrywide  Service 
Fassport --Passport  -  Our  Specialty 
Tel.  050-240-977,  Tfel./Fax.  02-652-3735 

PASSPORT 

MERCEDES-BENZ  S320,  1998  mod¬ 
el,  black  metallic,  leather  interior,  all  ex¬ 
tras:  sun  root,  park -distance  control,  navi¬ 
gator,  GSM  phone,  17.000  km.,  net  export 
price  DM  78,000  (FOB  German  port). 
Contact  Michael  Gerhard*  Automobiles, 
Germany,  Tel.  49-451  -499-3851 12,  Fax. 
49-J5 1-499-385314.  in  Israel  Tel.  050- 
454-044.  [21361] 


VEHICLES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

_ PASSPORT 

MITSUBISHI  STATION.  GLXI.  1394. 
46.000km.  excellent  condition,  automat¬ 
ic.  Tel.  02-652-3735,  050-240-977. 
[19478] 


UNRESTRICTED 

FIATT1PO,  DGT,  1991.  1.6  cc.  new 
motor,  automatic,  metallic,  fully  loaded, 
power  steering,  very  economical  &  ele- 

»ant.  Inexpensive.  Tel.  02-993-1493 
U.S.),  050-316-715  (N.&)  [21051] 


SUBARU  STATION,  1993,  1.6  cc.  au 
tomatic,  power  steering,  orthopedic  seats, 
radio-tape,  full  security  system,  AC,  low 
mileage.  Perfect  car  at  discount  price. 
Tel.  02-993-1560  (N.S.).  050-316-715 
(N.S.)  [21050] 


1985,  PEUGEOT,  305,  automatic,  good 
condition.  120,000km,  betow  book.  Tel. 
02-586-6080  (NS).  [21479] 


MAZDA  323F  1994,  5  doors,  red.  au¬ 
tomatic,  power  steering,  power  brakes, 
AC.  $,000  km.,  no  radio,  excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Tel.  02-673-1750  (NS).  [796442] 


_ Tel  Aviv _ 

PASSPORT 

DAEWOOD  PRINCE  1996.  manual, 

luxury  car.  full  extras,  excellent  condition. 
Don't  miss  out!  $6,500.  Call  Mark  any¬ 
time.  Tel  03-527-0621.  050-717-981. 
[794159] 

DAEWOOD  SSANGYONG  CORAN- 
DO  jeep  4x4.  manual,  cfiesel.  1994,  excel¬ 
lent  condition.  S6.900.  Cafl  Mark.  Tel.  03- 
527-0621.050-717-981.  [794159] 

FORD  SESTIZA,  1992,  automatic, 
small  car,  full  extras,  as  new  condition. 

auaranteed,  excellent  car.  $4,390.  Call 
!ark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 

FORD  PROBE,  1991  GT.  manual.  2 
door.  S4.900,  5  seats,  black,  very  luxuri¬ 
ous  car.  AC,  P/S.  E/W,  top  condition,  km 
km.  Call  Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621, 
050-717-981.  [7941591 

FORD  PROBE  1991,  2  door,  5  seals 
aiTomatic,  very  luxurious.  AC.  full  extras, 
cruise  control  white.  low  km.,  excellent 
car.  Call  Mark  Tel.  050-717-981, 03-527- 
0627.  [794159J 

HONDA  ACCORD  1988,  manual,  ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  tun  extras.  $3,900.  Call 
Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 

MERCEDES  240.  DIESEL.  1978, 
manual,  red.  lull  extras,  $4,900.  Call 
Marie  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[794160] 


_ Tel  Aviv 

MITSUBISHI  STARiON,  1989,  2 
doors,  manual.  5  seats,  air-conditioning, 
radio-cassette,  very  attractive  car,  $4,900. 
Call  Mark  any  time.  Tel.  050-717-981. 
[794159/ 

PONTIAC  GRAND-AM,  1992,  au- 
tomatic.  very  luxurious,  hid  extras,  $5,900. 
Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050-717- 
981.  (794159] 

SAAB  90001,  1994,  automatic,  excel¬ 
lent.  new  condition,  full  extras,  metallic 
dark,  very  luxurious  car.  S9.300.  Caff 
Mark  any  time  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050- 
717-961.  [794159] 

VOLVO  240  GL,  1986.  manual  RHD, 
original,  excellent  condition,  full  extras. 
S2.900.  CaH  Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527- 
0621.050-717-981.  [794159] 

VW  GOLF  GTI,  1991,  auto,  excellent 
condition.  4  doors.  5  seals,  lull  extras,  as 
new.  silver.  $5,500.  Call  Mark.  TeL  03- 
527-0621 .  050-717-981 .  [7941 59] 

CHEVY  LUMINA,  1998,  only  4.500  km., 
as  new,  automatic,  green,  radio-cas¬ 
sette.  alarm  and  immobilizer.,  telephone 
stand,  book  price.  Tel.  03-964-6805. 
052-936-962  (Annfa).  [795460] 

PASSPORT  TOPASSPORT  -  Subaru 
Legacy  Station  GL  ABS  1994.  27,000 
km.,  excellent  condition.  Tel.  050-292- 
433.  [796440] 

VW  GOLF  GTI,  1990,  manual,  dark 
blue.  2  doors.  5  seals.  fuR  extras,  $4,500. 
Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050-717- 
981.  [794159] 


VW  GOLF  GTI,  diesel,  1992,  dark  blue, 
manual,  excellent  condition,  very  cheap  to 
run,  fun  extras,  $4900.  Call  Mark.  Tel.  03- 
527-0621. 050-717-981.  [794159] 

CADILLAC  SEVILLE.  1983,  aulomat- 
ic,  collector's  item,  full  extras,  excellent 
condition,  3.8  cc..  2  colors,  S5.900.  Call 
Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


Sharon  Area 


PASSPORT 

1992  GOLF,  AUTOMATIC,  p/steering. 
AC,  4  door,  low  km..  1  white,  1  dk.  blue, 
great  buy.  $4,900.  Tel.  052-423-3327. 
09-742-9517.  [794905] 


1994  GRAND  CHEROKEE  LTD. .  white, 
full  leather,  lull  options,  no  accidents, 
rta  off  road  accidents,  small  mileage, 
must  be  seen.  Tounst  or  Diplomat.  Tel. 
052-123-327.  09-742-9517,  [7949C5] 

OLEH  -  OLEH  *  1098  Toyota  Caroia  Sta¬ 
tion  GLI.  automatic,  full  option.  Can 
only  be  described  as  new.  Big  saving. 
Coming  soon.  Tel.  052-423-327.  09-742- 
9517.  [794905] 


TOURIST  ONLY,  1996  L  300,  10  seats, 
manual,  p/steering.  AC,  1st  hand,  white, 
average  km.,  cheap  price.  Tel.  052-423- 
327,  09-742-9517.  [794905] 


DWELLINGS 


_ Jerusalem  Area 

RENTALS 

MOTZA-ILJT,  FURNISHED  STUDIO, 
kitchenette,  built-in  cupboards,  separate 
entrance  at  private  villa,  parking.  Tel.  02- 
534-2824. 

ALKALAI  3,  CABLE,  kosher,  furnished, 
1st  floor,  garden,  large,  monthly/annual. 
Tel.  050-507-330  (N.S.)  [796371} 

HARAV  BERLIN,  2.5,  FURNISHED^ 
1st  floor,  garden,  kosher,  quiet,  monthly  or 
armuaL  lei  050*07-330  (N.S.)  [796371] 

TCHERNIKOVSKY,  4.  FURNISHED, 
kosher.  3rd  floor  modern,  equipped, 
monthly  or  annual,  TeL  050-50/-330 
(N.S.)  [796371} 

3  BEDROOM  APARTMENT,  EAST  TAL- 
PJOT,  attractive,  partially  Jurnished, 
ground  floor  with  large  patio.  Available 
Nov.  15  -  Dee.  1,  for  one  ysar  possiWy 
longer.  S750/monlh.  Tel.  02-671-4210 
(NS). 


Mail  this  coupon  to  us  with  payment  enclosed  (minimum  10  words) 


COUPONS* 

x  I  □„  6  TIME 

See  cfassil 

4  A  0/  Classil 

■  II  /O  No  refimefe 
U  TEXT: _ 

OFF  — 


□  ONETIME  insertion 

Q  3  TIMES  □  4  FRIDAYS 

□„  6  TIMES  (FULL  WEEK)  □  MONTH 

artfng  Date _ No.  of  words _ 

AMOUNT:  NIS _ Rates: 

See  classified  rates  on  this  page.  Deduct  10%  if  you  use  this  coupon. 

Classification _ Geographical  Area_ 

No  re  fluids  far  early  cancellation  of  series. 

TEXT: _ 


City _ iPhone _ Credit  card - 

Expiry  date _ _ _ ID  No. - 

□  Please  send  receipt— - - - —Signature — 

HAIL  TO:  ADS  COUPON  SPECIAL,  P.O.Box  81,  Jerusalem  91000 


VyBWy  The  Israel  Airports  Authority  kjSaSi 

Public  Tender  No.  C4030057  “ 

Airside  Srteworks  Electrical  Work 

Tfte  Israel  Airports  Authority  (1AA)  hereby  wishes  to  make  the  following  changes  in  the  Pre-Conditions 
of  this  subject  matter  tender  as  follows: 

Only  the  complete  language  of  the  Pre-Conditions  as  stated  in  the  revised  RFP  is  binding.  The 
complete  text  may  be  obtained  by  written  request,  submitted  on  company  letterhead,  to  the 
PMF  facsimile  number  stated  below. 

Exhibit  A  of  Request  for  Proposals  -  Pre-Conditions 

Clause  3  (Registration  with  the  Contractors'  Registrar  [Israeli  Offerors  Only])  should  read: 
tf  the  Offeror  is  an  Israeli  entity.  Offeror  shall  attach  to  its  Proposal,  a  certificate  issued 
by  the  Contractors'  Registrar  (of  the  State  of  Israel)  attesting  to  the  registration  of  the 
Offeror  in  the  Contractors'  Register  under  the  Classification  of  Group  A,  Branch  160, 

Type  3  under  the  Registration  of  Contractors  for  Construction  Works  Regulations 
(Classification  of  Registered  Contractors)  1 988. 

Clauses  9  Hi  (Quality  and  Experience  Requirements)  should  read: 

Offeror  shall  have  installed  and  completed  a  minimum  of  two  (2)  runway  or  taxiway 
lighting  and  signage  projects,  and  has  installed  not  less  than  70  runway  or  taxiway  light 
fixtures,  within  the  last  seven  (7)  years. 

Clauses  9£  in  (Quality  and  Experience  Requirements)  should  read: 

A  minimum  of  two  (2)  runway  or  taxiway  lighting  and  signage  projects,  and  has  installed 
not  less  than  70  runway  or  taxiway  light  fixtures,  within  the  last  seven  (7)  years. 

Tender  Documents  are  available  from  the  Project  Management  Firm  (PMF)  Project  Office  located  at 
Ben  Gurion  International  Airport  between  the  hours  of  09:00  and  12:00,  business  days  (Sunday  through 
Thursday).  Interested  Offerors  must  contact  the  PMF  Contracts  Administrator,  Mr.  Amnon  Yoshpe  at 
telephone  number  972-3-977-4464  (Fax  number  972-3-971 -2956)  a  minimum  of  forty  eight  (48)  hours  , 
In  advance  to  arrange  Site  access.  Interested  parties  may  preview  the  Tender  Documents  prior  to  their  j 
purchase. 

This  clarification  will  also  be  issued  to  all  Offerors  who  have  purchased  the  Tender  Documents  by  an  | 
addendum.  _  1 

1B9050_DB_a0 


SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  CLASSIFIED  OFFER! 

r  used  car  classified  ad...  A 

isn’t  ail...  Save  another  1 0% ! 


vrs--!  .  . 


We  want  your  used  car  classified  ad... 

...so  we’re  making  an  offer  you  can’t  refuse!!! 

Your  classified  car  ad  can  run  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  for  only: 

NIS  64.00  for  two  foil  weeks 
flNI  Y  NIS  97.00  for  one  foil  month 
NIS  1 28.00  for  two  full  months 


1 .  Save  10%  on  above  prices,  by  using  the  mail-in  coupon  In  this  paper  (2  weeks  NIS  57.60;  one  month  NIS  87.30;  two  months  NIS  1 1 5.20) 

2.  You  get  up  to  25  words,  to  say  just  how  great  your  car  Is! 

3.  You  may  upgrade  from  package  to  package,  by  paying  the  difference. 

HRA3S  OF  PlffiUCAIION;  Advertisement  must  be  for  one  car  only.  You  may  cancel  ad.  If  you  sefl  the  car,  but  no  refunds. 

Payment  by  cash,  check  or  credit  card.  1£B70  (bJi0 


f 
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Thursday, 


Martin  make  si  Kentucky  ends  rare  two-game  skid 


the  Jets  go 


’  -r  r-x;  -■  -+*  +.  ■■■ 


NCAA  BASKETBALL 


He  has  produced  a  franchise- 
record  29  touchdowns,  more 
than  3,200  yards  and  completed 
62  percent  of  his  passes.  He  is 
12-1  as  a  New  York  Jets  starter, 
reaching  the  Pro  Bowl  and  lead¬ 
ing  the  American  Football 
Conference  in  overall,  third- 
down  and  fourth- 
quarter  passer 
rating. 

Quarterback 
Vmny  Testa- 
verde’s  season 
was  magical  in 
its  consistency, 
motivated  in  its  purpose  and 
mandatory  to  the  Jets'  realized 
hopes  of  an  AFC  East  title  and 
the  playoffs.  When  it  comes  to 
|  Bill  Parcells’s  bus.  Testaverde 
has  taken  over  as  driver. 

Curtis  Martin,  however,  is  the 
fuel  that  makes  it  go.  Hie  run¬ 
ning  back,  fulfilling  Parcells’s 
$36-million  investment,  is  the 
Jets’  MVP  for  this  season. 

Testavende's  accomplishments 
are  framed  in  almost  every  area 
by  Martin's  contributions,  from 
his  every-down  role  as  a  rushing 
threat,  a  protector  on  blitz  pick¬ 
ups  and  as  a  bail-out  passing  tar¬ 
get  for  the  harried  quarterback. 

Without  Testaverde,  the  Jets 
turn  to  the  capable  Glenn  Foley; 
without  Martin,  the  Jets  turn  to 
vacation  planning.  Opponents 
respect  Testaverde;  they  fear 
Martin. 

That  is  why  he  is  most  valu¬ 
able,  more  so  than  Testaverde, 
linebackers  Mo  Lewis  or  Bryan 
Cox  or  wide-out  Keyshawn 
Johnson. 

“There  are  games  where  I  feel 
that  I  played  a  more  important 
role  where  I  didn’t  have  a  100 
yards,”  Martin  said  recently, 
“where  I  .felt  my  role  was  even 
more  important  than  if  I  rushed 
for  ISO  yards.” 

Indeed.  Martin’s  presence  in 
the  backfield  has  resulted  in  up 
to  45  percent  of  the  game  plan 
rotating  around  the  play-action 
pass,  with  21  of  Testaverde 's 
scoring  throws  coming  with  the 
two-time  Pro  Bowler  on  the 
field.  The  back  has  produced 
1,652  yards  from  the  line  of 
scrimmage  despite  battling 
injuries,  which  cost  him  a 
game,  second  in  franchise  his¬ 
tory  to  Freeman  McNeil’s-- 
1,758  yards  in  16  contests  dur¬ 


MY  CALL 


ing  1985. 

After  failing  to  convert  six  of 
his  first  nine  rushes  on  thiid- 
and-l,  Martin  moved  the  chains 
on  10  of  his  last  11  tries  from 
that  distance  down  the  stretch, 
getting  stronger  as  the  season 
went  on  -  mentally  and  physi¬ 
cally.  In  addition 
to  touching  the 
ball  on  42  per¬ 
cent  of  the 
£v-  ^v  team’s  offensive 
plays  in  his  15 
games.  Martin 
has  established 
himself  as  a  quiet,  spiritual  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  locker  room. 

He  is,  simply,  too  good  to  be 
true.  Which  is  plenty  good 
enough  for  the  Jets. 

Other  awards: 

Best  Move:  Signing  Cox,  the 
team’s  defensive  MVP,  after  vet¬ 
eran  Marvin  Jones  tore  knee  lig¬ 
aments  during  the  preseason. 
Cox,  outspoken  and  unbridled, 
provided  a  much-needed  jolL 
Runner-up:  Matching  the  St. 
Louis  Rams’  $2J-million  offer 
for  linebacker  Chad  Cascadden 
during  the  offseason. 

Best  Quote:  “God’s  playing  in 
some  of  these  games,  and  he  was 
on  our  side  today”  -  Parcells 
after  the  team’s  32-31  victory 
over  the  Seahawks  on  December 
6.  which  ended  with 
Testaverde’s  controversial  TD 
run  on  fourth  down.  Runner-up: 
Parcells,  joking  about  his  weight 
-  “If  I  fell  down.  I’d  rock  myself 
to  sleep.” 

Play  of  the  Year:  Lineman  * 
Ernie  Logan’s  stripping  of  j 
Dolphins  quarterback  Dan 
Marino  late  in  a  December  13 
showdown  at  Miami.  Cascadden 
picked  up  the  fumble  and  sprint¬ 
ed  23  yards  for  the  backbreaking 
touchdown  in  a  21-16  win. 
Runner-up:  Kicker  John  Hall’s 
game-winning  32-yard  field  goal 
with  no  time  remaining  at  rainy 
Kansas  City  on  November  1 . 

Top  Hidden  Performer:  Nose 
tackle  Jason  Ferguson  is  devel¬ 
oping  into  a  run-stuffer  on  the 
level  of  Buffalo  Pro  Bowler  Ted 


Washington.  Runner-up:  safety 
Victor  Green.  In  case  no  one  has 


noticed,  this  guy's  good. 

Rookie  of  the  Year:  Tackle 
Jason  Fabini.  Runner-up:  quar¬ 
terbacks  coach  Dan.  Henning. 

(Newsday) 


LEXINGTON  (AP)  -  Jamaal 
Magloire  had  15  points  and  eight 
rebounds  as  No.  7  Kentucky  rout¬ 
ed  Tennessee  Stale  97-47  to  snap  a 
rare  two-game  losing  streak  on 
Tliesday. 

The  Wildcats  (11-3),  coining  off 
losses  to  Duke  and  Louisville, 
shot  74  percent  from  the  field  in 
the  second  half  to  halt  their  first 
two-game  losing  streak  since  the 
1993-94  season. 

“We  needed  a  game  like  this 
heading  into  conference  play  on 
Saturday  against  Florida,"  said 
Ryan  Hogan,  who  scored  12  points 
in  his  first  career  start.  “We  moved 
the  ball  around  and  finally  shot  the 
ball  the  way  we  can  shoot  it.” 
Kentucky,  which  shot  only  40  per¬ 
cent  from  the  field  in  its  two  recent 
losses,  shot  56  percent  against 
Tennessee  State  14-5). 

“I  was  impressed  with  our  pass¬ 
ing  and  bow  we  took  care  of  the 
basketball,”  coach  Tubby  Smith 
said.  “We  played  unselfishly  to 
score  points.” 

California  78 
No.  9  North  Carolina  71 

Geno  Carlisle  scored  29  points 
in  the  Pete  Newell  Challenge  at 
Oakland,  California. 

“We  couldn’t  stop  Carlisle,” 
North  Carolina  coach  Bill 
Guthridge  said.  “We  were  all  over 
him  on  several  of  those  shots.  It's 
uncanny,  the  way  he  gets  those 
shots  off." 

Brendan  Haywood  scored  24 
points  for  North  Carolina  (12-3), 
which  played  for  the  first  time 
since  losing  to  Georgia  Tech  on 
December  22.  The  Tar  Heels  have 
their  first  two-game  losing  streak 
since  January  1977. 

‘They're  very  quick  and  athletic 
and  they  certainly  used  that  to 
their  advantage.”  Guthridge  said 
of  Cal  (9- 1 ).  which  made  14  steals 
and  forced  the  Tar  Heels  into  24 
turnovers. 

No.  5  Stanford  57,  Temple  50 

Arthur  Lee,  fighting  the  flu, 
scored  16  points  and  hit  four  of 
Stanford's  11  3-pointers  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  game  at  the  Pete  Newell 
Challenge. 

Kris  Weems  added  15  points  for 
Stanford  (10-2),  which  had  eight 
3-pointers  and  just  one  other 
field  goal  in  the  second  half  -  a 
dunkby  Mark  Madsen  on  an 
aHey-oop  pass  from  Lee.  Mark 
.Karcber  scored-,  J 4  points  for  . 
Temple  (6-5). 
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No.  22  Syracuse  75 
Notre  Dame  63 
Jason  Hart  scored  18  points  and 
visiting  Syracuse  shut  down  Notre 
Dame  star  Troy  Murphy. 

Murphy  was  0-for-ll  from  the 
field  and  finished  with  five 
points,  snapping  his  streak  or  J- 
straight  games  in  which  he  hit  for 
double  figures.  Notre  Dame  (7-6. 
1-1  Big  East)  trailed  by  only  one 
point  midway  through  the  second 
half,  but  the  Orangeman  (9-3,  I- 
2)  went  on  a  12-1  run  to  go  up 
5S-40.  4 


College  Basketball  Top  25 


HARD  DRIVE  -  Kentucky's  Wayne  Turner  drives  past  Tennessee  State’s  Brian  Williams  in  first- 


half  action. 


No.  10  UCLA  92 
Loyola  Marymount  67 
At  Los  Angeles,  freshman 
Jerome  Moiso  scored  21  points  as 
UCLA  won  its  final  tuneup  for  the 
Pac- 10  season. 

Loyola  Marymount  (4-7),  which 
trailed  by  20  points  early  in  the 
second  half,  closed  to  54-41  with 
15:24  left-on  consecutive  3-point- 
ers  by  Robert  Davis  and  -Rupert 
McClendon.  But  UCLA  (8-2) 


responded  with  an  1 1-1  spurt, 
capped  by  Ray  Young's  3-pointer, 
to  take  a  65-42  lead. 

Illinois  67,  No.  14  Clemson  50 

Arias  Davis  scored  a  career-high 
20  points  as  visiting  Illinois 
snapped  Clernson’s  eight-game 
winning  streak. 

The  Tigers  (1 1-2;  missed  II  of 
12  shots  to  start  the  second  half  as 
Illinois  (8*4lr  named  ariose  game 
into  a  romp  with  a  15-3  run.  Terrell 


McIntyre  scored  15  points  for 
Clemson,  which  shot  only  29  per¬ 
cent  from  the  field. 

No.  15  New  Mexico  84 
Houston  69 

Kenny  Thomas  and  Lamont 
Long  each  scored  23  points  as  host 
New  Mexico  won  die  Lobo 
Invitational.  . 

The  Lobos  (KM),  who  have 
won  37  straight  ai  home- against 
non-conference  opponents,  put  the 


How  the  lop  25  teams  In  the  APs'  college 
basketball  poll  fared  Tuesday: 

1.  Connecticut  (9-0)  did  not  play. 

2.  Dute  (tt-1)  ad  not  play. 

3.  Cincinnati  (11-0)  did  not  play. . 

4.  Maryland  (13-1)  tSd  not  play. 

5.  Stanford  (10-2)  beat  Temple  57-50. 

8.  Arizona  (7-0)  dW  not  play. 

7.  Kentucky  (11-3)  beat  Tennessee  State 
97-47. 

8.  Indiana  (13-2)  <fid  not  play. 

9.  North  Carolina  (12-3)  lost  to  California 
76-71. 

10.  UCLA  (8-2)  beat  Loyola  Marymount 
92-87. 

11 .  Purdue  (12-2)  (fid  not  play. 

12.  St  John's  (10-2)  did  not  play. 

13.  Michigan  Stale  (9-3)  did  not  play- 

14.  Clemson  (tl-2)  lost  to  Illinois  87-50. 

15.  New  Mexico  (iG-i)  beat  Houston  84- 
69. 

16.  Minnesota  (9-1)  beat  Sacramento 
State  98-57. 

17.  Auburn  (12-0)  beet  Bethune-Cookman 
99-46. 

la.  Kansas  (8-3)  dklnot  play. 

19.  Wisconsin  (12-1)  did  not  play. . 

20.  Arkansas  (9-2)  did  not  play. 

21. towa  (9-1)  did  not  play.  ' 

22.  Syracuse  (9-3)  beat  Notre  Dame  75- 
63. 

53:  Pittsburgh  (8t4)  did  not  play.  ,  ,  . 
24:  Texas  Crmsfiarr  (10-2)  tfid  not  play.-  - 
25.  Oklahoma  State  (7-3)  efid  not  play. 


Lightning  strike  to  stop  home  drought 


TAMPA  (AP) 
-  Vincent 
Lecavalier  had 
a  spectacular 
second-period 
goal  and  Bill 
R  a  n  f  o  r  d 
stopped  35 
shots  as 
Tampa  Bay  snapped  a  nine-game 
home  losing  streak  with  a  3-0  win 
over  the  New  York  Islanders  on 
Tuesday. 

Lecavalier  spilt  the  defense  near 
the  blue  tine  and  then  put  a  shot 
between  goalie  Marcel  Cousineau’s 
pads  while  being  pulled  down  from 
behind  by  New  York  defenseman 
Zdeno  Chara  at  6:43  of  die  second. 

Ranfond  preserved  his  15  ch  career 
shutout  by  stopping  Robert 
Reichel’s  breakaway  attempt  mid¬ 
way  through  the  third  period. 

Flyers  4,  Flames  3 

Valeri  Zelepukin  scored  1:57  into 
overtime  as  Philadelphia,  despite  a 
second-period  injury  to  Eric 
Undros,  balded  back  from  a  two- 
goal  deficit  to  win  on  the  road. 

Zelepukin  took  the  puck  over  the 
Calgary  blue  line,  cut  to  his  left  and 
beat  Andrei  Trefilov  high  on  die 
blocker  side  from  the  top  of  the  face- 
off  circle. 

Lindros  was  hit  twice  on  the  same 
shift  along  the  side  boards  with  six 
minutes  left  in  die  second  and  did 
not  return.  His  status  was  not  imme¬ 
diately  known. 

Trailing  3-1  entering  the  third  peri¬ 


od.  the  Flyers  tied  the  game  on  goals 
by  Danius  Zubrus  and  Dan  McGillis. 
Colin  Forbes  also  scored  for  the 
Flyers,  who  extend  their  unbeaten 
streak  to  nine  games  (5-0-4  ). 

Clarke  Wilm,  Theoren  Fleury  and 
Todd  Simpson  had  goals  for  the 
Flames,  who  have  lost  five  in  a  row 
at  home. 

Canadfens  5  Oflers  2 
Mark  Recchi  ended  a  career-worst 
18-game  goalless  drought  without 
taking  a  shot  and  added  a  second 
goal  in  Montreal’s  away  win. 

On  a  delayed  tripping  penalty 
against  Recchi,  Oilers  defenseman 
Janne  Niinimaa  banked  a  pass  off 
the  boards  that  slid  the  length  of  the 
ice  and  into  the  unoccupied 
Edmonton  net  with  goalteuder 
Mikhail  Shtalenkov  on  the  bench  for 
an  extra  attacker.  Recchi  was  given 
credit  for  the  goal  at  5:56  of  the  first 
period  because  he  was  the  last 
Montreal  player  to  touch  the  puck. 

Brett  Clark  and  Sergei  Zholtok 
also  scored  for  the  Canadiens,  who 
had  ended  an  11-game  winless  streak 
with  a  2-1  victory  last  Saturday  in 
Toronto. 

Avalanche  4,  Canucks  2 
Valeri  Kamensky  had  a  goal,  end¬ 
ing  a  15-game  scoring  drought,  and 
added  three  assists  as  visiting 
Colorado  won  a  fight-filled  game. 

Claude  Lemieux,  who  also  had  an 
assist,  scored  the  go-ahead  goal  to 
snap  a  2-2  tie  6:59  into  the  third  peri¬ 
od  as  the  Avalanche  won  for  only  the 
third  time  in  their  last  nine  games  (3- 


5-1). 

The  teams,  playing  for  the  second 
time  in  12  days,  had  two  fights  in  a 
first  period  that  featured  96  minutes 
in  penalties,  including  game  miscon¬ 
ducts  to  Avalanche's  Wade  Belak 
and  the  Canucks’  Chris  McAllister. 


The  Canucks,  coming  off  back-to- 
back  shutout  losses,  lost  their  third 
straight  and  are  4- 10-3  in  their  last  17 
games. 


United  and  Chelsea  stalemate 
benefits  leaders  Aston  Villa 


EASTERN  CONFERENCE 


N.Y.  Islanders  000-0 
Tanpa  Bay  021-3 
First  Rariod-None.  Second  Po  nod-1,  Tairpa 
Bay.  Lecavalier  0  (Richer) .  6:43.  2.  Tampa  Bay, 
McCarthy  3  (Cross.  Tucker].  M29  (pp).  Th»d 
Fferiod-3.  Ta/rpa  Bay:  Sefrvanov  5  (Ctant),  17:42 
(M>).  Shots  on  goa(-New  Yfcrtc  W-8- 13-35.  Tampa 
Bay  5-5-7-17.  GoaJies-New  Tbrk,  Couslneau. 
l&mpa  Bay,  RanfoxL  A-1Z34S. 


Atlantic  Division 

W  L  T 


Hew  ]m<7 
Pbrtaddphu 

Pittsburgh 

H.lkngen 


20  9  4 

17  9  9 

14  10  7 

12  14  7 


H.l  Islanders  13  21  2 
Northeast  Division 


Pts  GFGA 
44  101  84 
43  96  77 
35  85  84 
31  90  90 
28  87  106 


PMadetphta  0  1  2 1-4 
Calgary  2100-0 

Pot  ftatod-l.  CaJgary,  W*n  5  (Hise,  Smfth). 
9-06  (pp).  2.  Calgary  Bauiy  18  {Houdey}.  18:18. 
Seoand  ftnod-3.  PhfecfelphJa.  Foitws  6  (ZiAflja). 
3c2£.  4.  Catary.  tgWa  14  (Snpson).  9fl4.  ThW 
Fteriotf-5,  ZutJOJS  3  (Destarxins).  1  -06 

(ah).  6.  PhfedeJprtta.  McGtts  3  (Braxf Amou).  930. 
Chrertbw-7,  PhtadatWa.  ZaiepuMn  4. 157.  Shcfe 
on  goat-Phtedelphta  11-15^-1-36.  CaJgary  10*8- 
t-«7.  Goaltea-PWIacWphra.  HaxtaU.  Calgary. 
Thjfilw.A-17,104. 


19  13  2 

IS  12  6 

IS  13  4 

10  18  7 


43  91  58 

40  107  97 

36  86  72 

34  92  78 

27  78  98 


Montreal  230-5 

EMnonton  2  0  0-2 

Rita  Psriod-1,  Montreal  Clark  2  (Swvanoon, 
Dawe),  am.  2,  Montreal.  Reetfit  8,  5:56  ten).  3, 
Edmonton,  Murray  8  (Devereaux.  FjJtoon).  1337. 
4.  Edmonton.  Be  ran  eh  9,  14:15.  Second 


Southeast  Division 
Carofma  16  14  5 

Florida  13  12  6 

Vfatingion  li  18  3 

Tampa  Bajr  9  23  3 


37  89  84 

32  81  82 

25  70  82 

21  72  119 


fttriod-5.  Montreal.  Corson  5  (Beech L  Kotvu), 
3:04  (po).  6,  Montreal,  Zholtok  1,  3:59.  7. 
Montreal,  Recchi  7  (Kocvu).  6*1.  Third 


WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
Central  Division 

W  L  T  Pts  GF  GA 

Detroit  17  IS  2  36  106  95 


Petod-Mone.  Shota  on  goal-MontreaJ  11-12- 
11-34,  Edmonton  9-5-6-22.  Power -play 
Opportuntees-Montrea)  1  ot  5:  Edmonton  0  of  4. 
Goolies-Monbeal,  Hacked.  Edmonton. 
Shtalenkw.  Eassnsa.  A-17.100. 


12  11  9  33  87  83 

13  17  3  29  78  98 


10  20  4  24  77  113 


Northwest  Division 
Colorado  16  16  3 


35  83  86 


Coteredo  112-4 

Vancouver  1  0  1-2 

Ffcs  pHriocM,  Cotorada  Forsbap  10  [Umwux, 
Kamensky).  7-.ii  top).  2,  Vancwivew.  York  4 
(HedicanX  17:25  (ppX  Second  Pertod-3,  Colorado. 
Karrwnifcy  7  (Drury.  LatatMe).  10:46.  TOnl 
FWod-4.  Vancouver,  Mucfo*  12  (Otilund),  523. 5. 
Colorado,  lemieux  U  (Oeadnerah,  Kamentkyl. 
658. 6.  Cotorado,  Foote  1  (Fbrsbsre,  Kamensky), 
1050  (ppX  Shots  on  poaMSotorado  6-11-10-27. 
Vancouver  6-3-7-16.  Gtwfioj  Crtomdci,  ESfrgtan. 
Vancouver.  Snow.  A-18,422. 


Edmonton  15  17  3  33  96  94 

Yarrami  13  18  4  30  96  104 

Cateary  12  20  3  27  96  106 


Dallas 
Phoenix 
Anaheim 
(an  Jose 
LosAngefes 


Division 

U 


50  99  65 
44  91  60 


13  12  8  34  78  75 


8  28  70  75 


(I  21  3  25  78  95 


Sydney-Hobart  survivors  recount  moments  of  terror 


HOBART  (AP)  -  One  survivor  tells  of  how  his 
friend  and  skipper  died  in  his  arms  from  a  heart 
attack  in  the  flooded  cabin  of  a  stricken  Sydney- 
toHobart  race  yacht. 

Another  says  he  almost  drowned  as  he  struggled 
to  free  himself  from  the  deadly  trap  of  a  safety 
harness,  which  drowned  a  crewmate,  after  a  giant 
wave  overturned  their  yacht 

Sailore  Steve  Walker  and  Rob  Matthews  were 
giving  the  first  accounts  yesterday  of  then'  night¬ 
mare  hours  on  tie  Tasmanian  12-meter  Business 
Bust  Naiad  after  it  was  disabled  by  huge  seas  on 
Sunday  (tight  in  Bass  Strait  during  the  annual  race. 

Fair  race  sailors  died  and  two  are  missing  and 
presurad  drowned. 

Business  Past  Naiad  owner-skipper  Bruce  Guy, 
51,  and  crew  member  Phil  Skeggs,  35.  who  lived 
in  the  same  street  in  the  Launceston,  Tasmania 
suburb  of  Riverside,  died. 

An  emotional  Walker,  who  broke  down  several 
times,  said  the  weather  steadily  worsened  during 
Sunday  afternoon  and  night 

During  the  early  evening,  a  massive  breaking 
wave  rolled  their  boar  360  degrees. 

The  mast,  windows  and  cabin  were  broken  and 
fair  crew  went  over  die  side  m  their  harnesses  but 
wee  rescued. 

■  Th^scntoiaamayd^.whidiwasacJanuiedgBd, 
deaed  the  shrouds  fiom  the  propeller  and  started 


their  engine  intending  Id  head  for  the  closest  land. 

“It  was  very  difficult  to  keep  on  course  dodging 
the  waves,”  Walker  said.  “We  had  two  on  deck  in 
one-hour  shifts,  one  giving  compass  headings  and 
die  other  steering.”  About  U  p.m.  that  night, 
another  wave  rolled  the  boat,  but  this  time  it  stayed 
upside  down  for  four  to  five  minutes. 

Matthews,  who  was  on  deck  shift  with  Skeggs, 
said:  “I  was  trapped  over  the  back  of  the  boat  in 
underneath  the  cockpit  behind  the  aft  lifelines. 

"When  the  boot  initially  rolled  I  thought  it 
would  do  like  it  did  the  first  time  and  just  pop  back 
up  again.  So  for  the  first  10  to  15  seconds  I  made 
no  attempt  to  unhook  my  harness  because  I  didn't 
want  to  leave  the  boat 

‘Then  when  it  stayed  inverted  I  started  to  try  to 
get  my  harness  undone  which  I  found  really  diffi¬ 
cult  even  though  I  had  the  hooks  on  my  chest 
because  I  was  being  pulled  every  which  way  and 
I  was  right  at  the  end  of  the  harness  and  I  was 
using  all  my  strength. 

“I  had  nearly  ran  out  of  breath  when  the  boat 
was  lifted  by  another  wave  and  J  just  sucked 
enough  air  to  keep  me  going  for  another  10  or  15 
seconds.  I  don’t  know  how  long,  and  I  forced  the 
harness  off 

'Then  the  back  of  the  boat  was  only  two  feet 
behind  me  and  I  popped  to  the  surface  and  hung  onto 
the  ropes  at  (be  stem.  I  am  the  luckiest  man  alive.” 


Skeggs,  in  a  similar  situation,  could  not  free  himself. 

Walker,  Guy  and  the  five  other  crew  were  below 
decks  and  upside  down. 

“We  heanl  Rob  calling  for  Phil,”  Walker  said 
“We  didn't  hear  Phil  answer  and  couldn't  do  any¬ 
thing. 

‘Then  another  huge  wave  righted  the  boat  leav¬ 
ing  about  a  meter  of  water  below  decks  -  Bruce 
was  beside  the  main  hatchway,”  Walker  said. 

“As  he  tried  lo  get  up  be  had  a  (heart)  seizure 
and  died  in  my  arms  and  I  tried  to  keep  him  above 
the  water"  The  shocked  crew  battened  the  boat 
down  and  rode  the  night  out  below  decks. 

"Below  decks  was  horrendous."  Walker  said. 
'Tfrere  was  flotsam  everywhere  and  the  water  was 
surging  like  being  on  a  surf  beach."  About  3  aun. 
more  massive  waves  washed  away  the  tiferafts 
which  had  been  lowered  to  one  side  of  the  boaL 

"We  were  too  exhausted  to  do  anything  about 
it,”  Walker  said-  “Everyone  was  bashed  and 
bruised”  A  search  aircraft  found  them  at  7_30  auiL 
Monday  and  about  half  en  hour  later  a  betieoptS' 
winched  the  seven  survivors  to  safety. 

The  two  bodies  were  secured  on  the  boat  and 
left 

”We  didn’ t  want  to  leave  Phil  and  Brace  but  we 
were  glad  to  get  off  that  boat,”  Walks’  said 

The  boat,  with  the  two  bodies  aboard,  was 
towed  to  shore  yesterday. 


LONDON  (Reuters)  -  Qielsea 
and  Manchester  United  played  out  a 
0-0  stalemate  in  the  premier  league 
on  Tuesday  night  allowing  Aston 
Villa  to  move  into  1999  in  top  spot 

In  a  scrappy  match  Chelsea,  who 
would  have  overhauled  Villa  had 
they  won,  enjoyed  the  better  of  the 
first  half,  capitalizing  on  Manchester 
United’s  passing  errors  in  midfield 
and  testing  Denmark  goalkeeper 
Peter  SchmeicbeL 

Norway’s  lanky  Chelsea  fowaid 
Tore  Andre  Flo  went  into  the  break 
deeply  frustrated  after  putting  the 
baQ  wide  or  high  from  clear  sewing 
positions  four  times. 

Both  managers.  Chelsea’s  Italian 
boss  Gianluca  Viafli  and  United’s 
Alex  Ferguson,  were  pleased  to  have 
avoided  defeat 

“I’m  a  little  disappointed  after  that 
first  half  but  satisfied  with  the  poinL” 
said  Vialli. 

“Chelsea  created  a  few  good 
chances  and  we  were  lucky  to  sur¬ 
vive  the  first  half.”  said  Ferguson, 
adding:  “I  think  both  teams  are 
happy  to  have  settled  for  a  draw.” 

Flo’s  sharpest  chance  went  beg¬ 
ging  after  a  display  of  Italian  wiz¬ 
ardry  from  Gianfranco  Zola,  who 
rounded  two  defenders  and  fired 
from  close  range.  Schmeiche)  par¬ 
ried  at  Flo’s  feet  but  the  ball  rico¬ 
cheted  just  wide. 

Chelsea's  World  Cup  winning  cap¬ 
tain  Franck  Leboeuf  and  fellow 
defender  Michael  Duberry  kept 
Andy  Cole  and  Ffrul  Scholes  in 
check  but  got  a  fright  halfway 
through  the  first  period  when  Andy 
Cole  rounded  Chelsea  'keeper  Ed  de 
Goey  only  to  see  his  shot  scrambled 
off  the  tine. 

Ten  minutes  later  a  rather  subdued 
David  Beckham  curled  in  a  cross  but 
Scholes's  shot  went  straight  to  the 


keeper. 

Beckham  perked  up  in  the  second 
half  and  benefited  from  Scholes’s 
substitution  by  Teddy  Sheringham. 
who  matte  more  space  up  front. 

United  upped  their  tempo  and 
tightened  tbeir  somewhat  porous 
defence  with  Roy  Keane  and  Gary 
Neville  distributing  with  greater  flair 
and  imagination. 

De  Goey  was  fenced  to  punch  the 
ball  out  from  Sheringham  in  the  61  st 
minute  and  an  imposing  Dubeny 
scrambled  the  ball  offlthe-line- four- 
minutes  later. 

Zola,  ever  busy,  had  Chelsea’s  best 
chance  of  the  second  half  but  when 
be  found  himself  face  to  face  with 
Schmeiche!  be  tried  and  failed  to 
power  the  ball  through  tile  big 
Dane’s  legs. 

Schmeichel.  who  leaves  English 
football  at  the  end  of  the  season,  con¬ 
founded  critics  who  maintain  he  has 
lost  his  touch  with  an  inspired  dis¬ 
play  throughout  a  match  Chelsea 
will  feel  they  lost  through  squan¬ 
dered  chances. 

They  can  count  themselves  lucky 
that  they  did  not  finish  the  game  with 
10  men  after  the  referee  -  showing 
seasonal  goodwill  -  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  second  yellow  card  for 
Leboeuf  for  pushing  Beckham  after 
be  had  already  gone  in  the  book  for 
a  foul  on  Cole. 

The  Frenchman  himself  was  wait¬ 
ing  for  his  marching  orders. 

In  the  night's  other  premier  league 
match,  Wimbledon  fought  back 
twice  to  hold  fifth-placed  Leeds  to  a 
2r2  draw. 

In  Scotland.  Aberdeen  ■  were 
denied  a  fourth  successive  premier 
league  victory  when  they  drew  l-j  at 
home  to  MotherwelL 

Sixth-placed  Aberdeen  looked  cer¬ 
tain  to  replace  Motherwell,  fifth. 


when  Scotland  international  Eoin 
Jess  scored  with  a  20-meter  shot 
which  went  in  off  the  post  in  the  3 1st 
minute. 

But  Motherwell  striker  Lee 
McCulloch  equalized  in  the  67th 
minute  when  he  volleyed  in  Pat 
Nevin's  cross.  .  . 

Bottom  dub  Dunframline  thought 
they  were  going  to  leave  St 
Johnstone  wife  a  rare  victory  after 
Andy  Smith’s  69*  minute  penalty  - 
only  the  sixth  of  the  campaign  for  a 
striker -who  scored-26  last  season  - 
put  them  ahead. 

Their  hopes  were  dashed  when 
Paul  Kane  levelled  in  the  81st 
minute  with  a  shot  from  16  meters. 


Premier  League 


fcnwYita 

Chelsea 

ttadmerUnimi 
Arsenal 
Leeds  United 


P  WO  L  F  A  Pts 
28  il  6  3  31  2fl  39 


20  9  10  1  31  17  37 
20  9  8  3  39  23  35 


20  9  8  3  22  II  35 

20  8  9  3  34  19  33 


Liverpool 
HnWtebTWgb 
Wbnbtom 
laearQlf 
Deity  County 
Tntantaa  Hoopor 
Newcastle  Unrtnl  - 
fariM 

Sheffield  Wednesday 
BbddwroRoms 
Coventry  City 
Chariton  Witetk 


24  23  32 
36  25  31 


20  7  9  4  32  26  30 
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20  6  ID  4  2D  18  28 


20  7  6  7  28  30  27 


8  24  28  24 
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29  S  8  7  13  21  B 

20  6  4  10  21  22  22 

20  4  6  10  20  28  18 
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»  3  S  12  16  38  14 

20  2  7  II  18  36  13 
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20  9  6 
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21  6  6 
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7  nations  in  2006  race  before  today’s  deadline 

7T  FR T (T2f*ntprc\  —  Q^van  oi _ _  , 


ZURICH  (Reuters)  -  Seven 
countries  have  entered  the  race  to 
stage  the  2006  World  Cup  Finals 
before  the  deadline  for  official 
bids  closes  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 

South  Africa,  who  officially 
entered  their  bid  on  December  14. 
became  the  seventh  and  final 
entrant  along  with  Brazil 
England.  Egypt,  Germany.  Ghana 
and  Morocco. 


iheXhristraas-and  New  jfeac  hn1i- 

day,  Jordaan  said:  “Our  docu¬ 
ments  were  registered  with  FIFA 
on  December  14  and  we  hope  to 
make  a  formal  presentation  to 
FIFA  at  the  Soccer  Expo  meeting 
in  Cannes  in  January.”  ° 


down.  by-BEA  for-besting -the - 
tournament  -  stadium  facilities, 
transportat,0".  telecommunica¬ 
tions.  security  and  hotels  -  can  be 
meL 

The  first  deadline  for  2006  coxn- 
p?l|t'0n  ‘s  today's  when  the  offi- 


Danny  Jordaan,  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  South  African  bid  con¬ 


firmed  his  nation’s  bid  had  been 
sent  to  EEFA  two  weeks  ago. 

Speaking  from  a  beach  in  Port 
Elizabeth  where  he  was  spending 


Morocco,  who  unsuccesfolly  bid  wben  *e  offi~ 

for  the  1994  and  1998  finals,  added  ioda^ri  mtents  musl  ** 

their  name  to  the  list  earlier  u£  3,™*  m  Zurich-  The 

month.  The  other  countries  all  ™*lme  for  a  formal  written  com- 
subraitted  their  official  bids  in  ^  b,d  for  tournament 

November.  ,s  April  l  next  year. 


submitted  their  official  bids  in  . 10  bid  for  tournament 

November.  ,s  April  l  Dext 

FIFA  president  Sepp  Blatter  has  wiJ!  **  «>m- 

repeatedly  advocated  the  3anuar>  31,  2000  with 

finals  being  staged  in  Africa  H^  m^isron  being  made  by  the 
the  first  time  if  111  the  f^cut.ve  Committee  it,  March 
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CRITICS'  CHOICE 


CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

_ Michael  Ajzenstadt 

David  Shalion  leads  the  Jerusalem  Symphony 
Orchestra-IBA  in  Benjamin  Briaen’s  monumental 
cry  for  peace,  the  War  Requiem.  Saturday  night  at 
8:30  ai  the  Jerusalem  International  Convention 
Center  with  a  preview  concert  at  7:30. 

Young  composer  Keren  Rosenbaum  has  inaugu¬ 
rated  Reflex,  an  ensemble  of  young  musicians/per¬ 
formers  who  present  their  first  opus.  Reflex,  which 
is  a  multimedia  music/thea ter/dance/ video  extrava¬ 
ganza  composed  by  Rosenbaum.  The  premiere 
takes  place  Friday  at  10  p.m.  at  the  Side  Stage  of 
the  Tel  Aviv  Performing  Arts  Center. 

The  biannual  Musica  Sacra  Festival  takes  place 
in  Nazareth  on  Friday  and  Saturday  and  features 
eight  concerts  at  the  city’s  Salesian  Church  and  the 
Sisters  of  Mary  Church.  Among  the  highlights  is  a 
program  of  Russian  liturgical  music  (Saturday  at  II 
a.rn.).  a  program  titled  “The  Spring  of  Love  and 
Joy,”  with  Christmas  songs  from  the  Byzantine  tra¬ 
dition  (Saturday  at  6  p.m.). 

Membeps  of"  the  Ensemble  Intercontemporain 
from  Paris  and  Jerusalem's  Knprizma  ensemble 
will  perform  works  by  Schoenberg.  Kopytman. 
Ehrlich.  Sharon.  Wolpe  and  Denisov  in  a  special 
concert  tonight  at  8:30  at  the  Jerusalem  Music 
Center  and  tomorrow  at  2  p.m.  at  the  Israel  Music 
Conservatory  in  Tel  Aviv. 

Aviv  Ron  leads  his  Ramat  Gan  Chamber 
Orchestra  in  an  all-English  program  of  composi¬ 
tions  by  Purcell,  Vaughan  Williams,  Holst,  Britten 
and  Elgar  with  violinist  Nitai  Zori  as  soloist. 
Saturday  at  8:30  p.m.  at  the  Ramat  Gan  Theater. 

The  Soul  Children  of  Chicago  perform  spiritu¬ 
als,  gospel  music  and  a  special  gospel  version  of 
Handel’s  Messiah  with  the  Kibbutz  Chamber 
Orchestra  Saturday  at  4:30  p.m.  in  Nazareth.  All 
other  performances  will  take  place  at  8:30  p.m.  - 
Sunday  at  Kibbutz  Dorou  January  5  at  the  Mann 
Auditorium  in  Tel  Aviv.  January  6  at  Ein  Hashofei 
and  January  7  at  the  Sherover  Theater  in 
Jerusalem. 


WHAT’S  ON 


The  young  performers  of  Reflex  present  a 
buoyant  multimedia  show. 

The  I  dan  Trio,  with  violist  Alar  Arad,  plays 
chamber  music  by  Beethoven.  Mozart  and  Faurd 
tomorrow  at  noon  at  the  Targ  Center  in  Ein  Kerem, 
Jerusalem. 

Tire  chamber-music  series  at  the  Israel  Music 
Conservatory  in  Tel  Aviv  continues  on  Saturday  at 
8:30  p.m.  with  Mendelssohn's  First  Piano  Quartet 
and  the  Franck  Piano  Quintet.  Assaf  Zohar  will  be 
at  the  piano. 

The  Schola  Gregoriana  Pragensis,  a  10-member 
vocal  ensemble  specializing  in  Czech  Gregorian 
music,  makes  its  local  debut  tonight  in  a  special 
New  Year's  Eve  conceit  at  the  Marbnite  Church  in 
Jaffa  (8:30  pjn.).  Tomorrow  they  perform  at  the 
Musica  Sacra  Festival  in  Nazareth  (2:30  p.m.).  on 
January  2  they  appear  in  Ein  Hashofet  (10:30  a.m.) 
and  at  Karmiel  (8:30  p.m.).  On  January  5  they  are 
at  the  House  of  Grace  Church  in  Haifa  (8:30  p.m.), 
and  their  tour  ends  on  January  9  at  the  Augusta 
Victoria  Church  on  Ml  Scopus  in  Jerusalem 
(11:30  a.m.). 


RADIO 
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■VOCE  OF  MUSIC 

&<e  Dfflersdort:  String  Quartet  no  B; 
Mozart  Horn  Oufatet  K407; 
Boccherini:  Piano  Quntot  op57/6 
(LesAcfiauxJ 

7:07  Cherubini:  Sonata  in  F  far  Horn 
and  String;;  Bach:  Cantata  no  144 
TArnm,  was  dein  ist,  und  geha  ton*; 
Handet  Harpsichord  Suita  no  1; 
Haydn:  String  Quartet  op  762 
8n>  Kabalevsky:  Celo  Concerto  no 
1  op  49;  Brauns:  Horn  Tno  op  40 
MS  Debussy:  Ffetite  Suite; 

Schubert  Symphony  no  8; 
Beethoven:  Piano  Concerto  no  2  op 
ttrMarfimj:  Les  Ftesqties  da  Piero 
deSa  Francesca  tar  Orchestra; 
Pagantat  Viofin  Concerto  no  ! ; 
Schumann:  Symphony  no  3 
■Rhenish" 

ttOO  Noon  with  Gideon  Hod 
1«J6  Encore  -  Pad  Robeson  at 
Carnegie  Halt  (9.5.58) 

15ri50  The  Voice  d  Music  Magazine 
ISOO  Bach:  Sonata  in  B  minor  far 
i/loSn  and  Harpsichord;  Zetenfca: 
Mserera  in  C  minor;  Haydrr  String 
Quartet  op  9/3;  Beethowrt-  Sonata  fa 
Afcr  Oe*o  and  Piano  op  rarBrtOar: 
Canticle  IV,  Journey  olthe  Magi,  op 
88;  Smetana:  String  Quartet  no  1 
■From  My  Litef 

UfcOO  New  CDs  -  Beiwakfc  String 


Quartet  no  3  (Ymdiasl  Quartet); 
Schumann:  Der  Rosa  Ptoertahn  op 
tl2 

2035  Sarah  Fucftson+fayman, 

Giano  Haydn:  Sonata  in  D  Hof)33; 
Manachem  Zur  Piano  Concerto 
(1983)  (JSO  /  Robertson);  Ravel:  Ma 
Mere  COye  -  Suite  far  Piano  4- 
Hands;  Poulenc:  5  Impromptus 
21 :00  Ctouds.  Caleb  rations  and 
Sirens 

23:00  Art  of  the  Song  -  Songs  at 
Franz  Schubert  -  progam  no  59  - 
Die  WrtBrrajse,  second  progam. 

■  RAWOWEST 

CNN  nwraon  the  hour foBomd  by 
RacfioWEST  local  news 
&00  Morning  Drive  with  Marc 
Berman  (unts9fl0) 

7:45  Sports  Update 
&08  Lnns  Trust  Financial  Update 
MO  Morning  Bruich  with  Sharon 
Wagner  (inti  12:00) 

KkOO  LegaJ  Eagle  with  Lany  Dubb 
The  Twersfcy  Report  with 
Mordechai  Tweisfcy 
1340  Memory  Lane  vtfi'Rebecca  £. 
1440UI  SluTs  Pick  W  Mat 
1640  Afternoon  Drive  with  Mha 
Reims  lints  1940) 

17:45  Sports  Update 

1940  Okies  -  Music  &  Trivia  with 


Teisha  Bader  and  Lany  Gamfel 
2140  Staying  Sana  with  Dr.  Miriam 
Adahan 

2240  West  Rock  with  Ratfceaid 
140  Steepiess  in  Jerusalem  with 
Aaron  Katzman  (until  340) 

■  BBC  WORLD  SERVICE 

640  The  World  Today 
630lns&* 

6:45  OR  the  She#:  Cotamba 
740  The  World  Today 
7:30  Outlook 
755  Music  Brief 
840  IhB  VlfaiW  Today 
840  Mercian  (Books) 

940  Work!  News 

9:15  Off  the  Shaft  Cotamba 

940  Composer  of  the  Monte 

1040  Wbrid  News 

10:10  Pause  for  Thought 

10:15  Perfarmanca 

1040  Electronic  Jutebax 

1140  World  News 

1145  World  Business  Report 

11:15 radiates  .  .  . 

Tf  40  Network 

11:45  Sports  Roundup 

1240  Newsdesk  :  :i 

12:30  Discovery 

1340  Newsdesk 

1340  Recent  News 

13:45  From  Our  Own  Correspondent 


1440  World  News 
1445  Wbrid  Busfaess  Report 
14.-15  Britain  Tottey 
1440  Early  Versions 
14:45  Sporta  Rouxkfo 
15:00  Newshour 
1640  World  News 
t&OSOufook 
1640  M^itradc  X-Press 
1740  World  News 
1745  Sports  Roundup 
T7rt5WesW«y 

1730  The  Vntage  Chert  Show 
1840  World  News 
1845  Record  News 
1840  Insight 
1&45  Britain  T<xfcy 
1940  Eirope  Today 
1940  World  Business 
Report 

19*5  Sports  Roundcp 
2040  Newsdesk 
2040  Assyrian 

2140  News  Summary 

2141  Outtaok 

21:25  Parse  for  Thoutfi 
.  2J 40  John  Peei  ri  , 
2240'NewstiOLr  ■  ” 

2340 "World  News  . . 

.■2345  Worid  Busfaess.',;  r. 
Report 

23: -R>  Britan  Today 
2340  MerUan  Books 
0040  Newsdesk 
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ACROSS 

1  Put  jacket,  on  to  follow 
pioneer  (5-6) 

9  Author,  say,  who  at¬ 
tracts  the  punters  (9) 

10  Richard  is  in  poor 
condition  (5l 

11  Bird  was  fix-st  to  be 
given  a  name  (6) 

12  Cleaner  fuel,  of  a 
dark  grey  colour  (S) 

13  No  d -drink?  Here's  a 
little  (6) 

15  Drunk,  cause  inn 
trouble  (8) 

18  Signalling  one's  get¬ 
ting  tired?  (S) 

19  A  sign  twins  are  due 
next  month  (6) 

21  Get  actor  to  represent 
rural  worker  (8) 


23  River  rose,  for  exam¬ 
ple  (6) 

26  Failure  is  nearer  los¬ 
ing  head  (5) 

27  Violent  argument 
about  one  that  flies  in 
a  gale  (5,4) 

28  Delights  in  a  dance  to 
which  partners  are 
specially  invited  (6,5) 

DOWN 

1  In  fact,  I  bet  Angus  is 
a  Highlander  (7) 

2  A  fight  joined  roughly 
(5) 

3  Clumsy  felling  trees  (9) 

4  Enjoy  being  similar  (4) 

5  When  start  is  due,  but 
nothings  on  time  (4,4) 


6  The  police  reflect  on 
use  of  this  gun  (5) 

7  By  which  I  mean  1 
might  be  replaced  by 
the  monarch?  (5.2) 

8  Con  shore  quizzically 
from  ship  (8) 

14  Large  woman:  it’s 
Agnes  in.disguise  (8) 

16  Worker  with  horses  is 
.  a  steady  chap  (9) 

17  Ignorant  of  poetry'?  (S) 

18  Particular  skill  of  uni¬ 
versity  department?  (7) 

20  Excess  of  waves — tie 
up  (7) 

22  Fall  sick  touring  Puerto 
Rico  for  a  month  (5) 

24  Your  answer  to  this 
clue  won’t  be  right  (o) 

25  Manage  company  on 
exercise  (4) 


SOLUTIONS 


as  s  03  0  0  H 

IBEHoarasran  aannoi 
h  a  a  s  q  a  e 
IHBQBDGDS0  HESHESHj 

cj  a  □  0  in  □  a 
DSHD  sasosnaal 
m  H  0  H  0 
innansao  qeqsidehI 

0  13  Q  S  Q 
iDSBHffiSOS  ansm 

a  o  a  □  □  n  n 
lasnaas  tanassinraBl 
s  e  s  e  ra  ra  a  , 
israoDra  QEraHrannrasl 
a  0  s  0  @  a 


Yesterday's  Quick  Solution 
ACBOSSc  7  Finger.  8  Prince.  10 
Expound,  ll  Satyr.  12  Earn,  13 
Opted.  17  Molar,  18  Loot,  22 
Trade.  23  Learner,  24  Mosque. 
25  CanceL  DOWN:  1  Offered,  2 
Inspire,  3  Began.  4  Prosper.  5 
Unite,  $  Heart,  9  Adaptable,  14 
Doleful,  1$  Connect,  14  Startle, 
19  Stamp,  20  False,  21  Pagan. 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1  Bit  of  a  ‘do’  (5) 

4  Avoided  (7) 

8  Consider  (7) 

9  Coercion  (5) 

20  Improve  (5) 

11  Withdraw  (7) 

13  Ante  (anag.)  (4) 
15  Ten  years  (6) 

17  Crawls  (6) 

20  A  dull  pain  (4) 
22  Hostilities  (7) 
24  Depart  (5) 

26.  Socks  (5) 
27iDisgrace  (7)  .: 

28  Hates  (7) 

29  Soil  (5) 
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DOWN 
Forebode  (7) 
Gun  (5) 

Ceded  (7) 
Planet  (6) 
Sickly  (5; 

Tell  (7) 
Resided  (5) 
Every  one  (4) 
Rip  (4) 

Right  (7) 

Set  free  (7) 
Furtiveness  (7) 
Head-count  (6) 
Universe  (5) 
Donkeys  (o) 
Snake  (5) 


■  CHANNEL  1(H) 

640  News  Bash 

641  News  m  Arabic 
&45  Good  Mommg  bad 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV  (H) 

840  Jewish  Sciences 
840  Crossroad  Cafe 
940  Deafen  Wife  Dogs 
940  Psychology 
1040  Sesame  Street 
1045  Programs  tar  tee  very 

1t4OG0ograpty 
1240  History 
1340  Music 
1340  Harris  Room 

WCHAtUiEL  1  (71) 

1540  Heartbreak  Ugh 

16:15  a  and  LJy 
1630  Garten  Party 
t&a  A  New  Evening 
1745  \bnn  and  Other 

Animats 

18:10  Tme  far  Language 
1&t5  News  in  Engfcri 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 
1840  Encomter 
1940  News 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 
1940  Ckk  + 

2040  News 

20:10  The  Scokft  Bridte 
2140  Mart  Leva  11957]  - 
romantic  tkama  about  a 
Mupte  Invoked  tn  a  pas- 
stanate  al^oneunting  loira 
affair  which,  af  fist,  tuns 
brightly  and  teen  threatens 
to  oerwhem  them.  VWh 
Chris  ODonnel  and  Drew 
Barrymore 
2340  News 
2340  Christmas  Mass 

■  CHANNEL  2  (22) 

5:45  Today's  programs 
545  On  the  Edge  of  the 
Shelf 

540  The  Rainbow  ChOdren 
&43  Morning  with  Gabi 
Gazi  and  Rivka  Michaefi 
940  Rwtea  Mchaei 
945  Fall  Guy 
10:46  Ink 

11:11  Guitar  Festival 
1246  Anything  Bui  Low 
1242  Jenny  and  tee 
Captain 

1340  Sixth  Order 
1340  Ghostwriter 
14M  Home  and  Aiiay 
1440  Tck  Tack 
1540  Dave's  Worid 
1527  Roseame 
1640  The  Bdd  and  the 
BenAU 

1640  Street  Comer 
1740  Five  with  Gad 
Slier* 

17:30  Open  Carts 
1840  Caroine 
1640  The  Visitor 
t92SZbeng 
2040  News 
2040  Only  in  Israel 
2140  Rafi  Fteshef 
22j45  AlyMcBeei- part  2 
2349  Sweet  Liberty  (1986) 

-  a  smalMown  history 
teacher  is  teriSed  when 
Hollywood  anlves  to  mate 
a  rrewia  based  on  hta  book, 
but  soon  dacmers  that  the 
cast  are  not  eraefly  sticking 
to  IheorigineJ  script  Write 
Aten  Alda,  Michael  Caine 
and  Mcheite  Pteifter 
0040  News 
0045  Sweet  Liberty - 
cprtd.  — .  , 

1:43  Stontelers  Festival 
'221  Pubac  Motels '  ~  - 

■&Q  AniEvermgoiMoslw 
Wianeky  Songs 
342  Song  for  Today 

■  JORDAN  TV  (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

1540  Holy  Koran 
15r10  Superman 
1540 Tone  Travelers 
1640  Science 
1740  Applause 
1840  Sparks 
1940  Le  Jorxnal 


19:15  French  docuneraary 
sates 

1940  News  Heatfnes  . 
1345  Famfiy  Package 
2040  Greet  Romances 
2040  Dr.  Quinn,  Maddne 
Woman 

21H5  Oprah  Wrtrey 
2240  Navs 
2240Movfe 
0040  Bennie  Dudey 

■  IflDDLE  EA5TTV 
(24/27) 

(unconfirmed) 

740  Keeping  Rt 
740  700  Club 
840  TV  Shopping 
1540  Beetecwn 
1540 TteWhta  Fang 
1640 Woody  Woodpecker 
1740  700  Otto 
1740  Arabic  News 
1840  CNN  Entertakineni 
1840  Coach 
i940Wse$iy 
20:00  Cop 

2140  Movie:  Drop  Dead 
Fred  (1991) 

2340  Late  Show  with 
David  Letterman 
23:35  CNN  Entertainment 
0040  TV  Shopping 
240  700  Dub 


■  nv  3  (33) 

16:30  Dctmor 
1740  From  Day  1b  Day 
TS40  Us  Goes  On 
1940  News  in  Arabic 
1940  News  in  Russian 
2040  Great  Mysteries  8 


2040  Teietessaf 
21 40  News 
2140  Cate  Theater 
2240  Heaven  On  Earth 
(1998)  -  a  couple  move  to  a 
retreat  away  from  the  mod¬ 
em  world  in  an  attempt  to 
save  their  marriage,  but 
matters  deteriorate  when 
the  husband  adopts  tea 
community’s  phfiosophy  m 
tee  extreme.  WBh  Neal 
Pearson  and  Geraidne 
Summervfle 

■  ETV  2  (23) 

1540  Ue  SkOs 
1640  Hot  Science 
1640  Sesame  Street 
1740  Arabic  CaB^sphy 
1740  Look  Around  \bu 
1840  Destines 
1840  Art  Workshop 
1940  Jewish  Studfes 
1945  Utite  Big  Country 
1940  Vis-a-vis 
2040  HeBo  Pnina 
20rl0  A  New  Evenng 
2040  Golden  Age 
21 40  Access  AI  Areas - 
British  doomentery  about 
thebfoes 

2240  In  the  Heal  of  tee 
Mflht 

22-45  Lfe  and  Times  of 
Lad  Mourttatten 

■  CHANNEL  3 

740  Good  Ewing  wite 
Guy  Ptaes(rpt) 

740  Love  Stay  with  Ybesi 
Siyas(ipl) 

940  Celeste 
940  One  (Je  to  Live  (rpt) 
9:45  The  Vbung  end  tee 
Restless  (rpt) 

1040  Days  at  Our  Lhres 
11:15  Angels  Darrl  Cry  (rpt) 
1240  Barnaby  Janes 
12:45  Dates 
13:35  Navsrado 
1440  Bewitched 
1445 1  Oreatji  of  Jaenma 
1440  Days  of  Our  Lives 
1545-Judge-Judy  '  -  * 
£40  Angels  Don!  Cry 
16:45  One  Life  to  Live 
1740  Frasier 
1840  Good  Evanaig  with 
Guy  Pines 

18:30  Local  Broadcast 
B40  The  Vbung  and  the 
ResSess 

19:40  Melrose  Place 
2045  ER 

21:10  Law  and  Otter 
2240  Ybir  Lapkl  Lhra  at  10 
2240SernMd 
2340  Rcki  Lake 


2345  Good  Evening  wHh 
Guy  Pnes 
0045  ER 
145  Sift  StaMngs 
140  Norte  Of  GO 
2^  Swift  Justice 
Pctoged 
4:10  Spy  Garr® 


1140  The  Raffle  (19B4)  - 
comedy  about  an  ouuti- 
worityMngmanwho 
comes  ip  with  e  money- 
making  scheme  to  fnd  the 
most  beaufiM  woman  in 
tea  worid  and  to  set  up  a 
raffle  where  the  winner  wins 
a  date  with  her.  With  Lea 
Nfchofs 

1340  A  Gta  m  Every  Port 
(1952)  -  come*  about  two 

deck  hands  who  hide  a 
racehme  on  board.  With 
Gtoucho  Marx.  Wttam 
Bendtx  aid  Marie  Wlson 
1440  The  Price  of  Ksstig 
(1997)  -  romantic  drama 
about  a  young  woman  who 
cannof  choose  b^ween  two 
sdtors  and  consuSs  the 
local  occultist.  VWte  Paiey 
Perrett,  Lata,  Nfcote  Eggot 
and  Jon  Seda 
1640  New  in  the  Cinema 
1645  Chameleon  (1995)  - 
on  undercover  agent  work- 
tag  or  a  case  □!  Aug 
smugging  from  Eastern 
Europe  beoomee  so  deeply 
tavoNed  that  he  tais  In  kwe 
wite  one  oi  the  chief  sus¬ 
pects.  Wfflh  Anthony 
LaPagfe.  Kevin  Petek  and 
MetoreHardn 
1845  Greedy  (1994)-  dys¬ 
functional  foray  comedy. 

An  estranged  nephew 
returns  to  tee  estate  of  fie 
dytagnehundeatthetasis- 
tence  of  Ns  yeady  cousins 
who  tear  tea  the  incte  wfl 
leave  his  tartme  to  his 
young  oompanica  With 
Mchael  J.  Fax,  IGk 
Douglas,  Phfl  Hartman  and 
Nancy  Travis 

2045Jafi}reak(1997)-a 
woman  diving  cross-coun¬ 
try  acbdantaljy  Irite  a  sher¬ 
iffs  son  and  flees  with  tee 
sheriff  on  her  taAWfeh  Aly 
Sheed»  David  Carradne 
2240  Anna  Karenina 
(1997)  -  another  recouping 
of  Tolstoy's  masterpiece 
about  a  ifitfvcentory  aristo¬ 
cratic  wie  and  mother 
whose  blazing  romance 
with  a  dashtag  count  leads 
to  her  death.  Wite  Sophie 
Marceau,  Sean  Bean, 

Alfred  Motra  and  Mia 
Koshner 

1^  Four  Rooms  (1995)- 
taur  short  ffens  wttn  Affer¬ 
ent  directore.  al  set  on  New 
'fear's  Eve  In  a  Los  Angetes 
hotel,  connected  by  tee 
presence  oiled  tee  bei- 
nop.  A  star-studded  cast 
tadudes  Antonio  Banderas, 
Jennifer  Beals  and 
Madonna.  Directed  by 
ASson  Andera,  Alexandre 
RocfcweS,  Robert  Rortaguez 
and  Quantta  Tarantino 
1 45  Bkfi  Traffic  School 
(1996)  -  eratic.  Three  ax- 
strippers  open  an  atema- 
tMerkiving  school 
2^Dea5y  Prey  (1995. 68 
mina.)  -  a  Vietnam  vet  fe 
kidnapped  by  mercenaries 
to  serve  as  a  ive  target,  but 
turns  out  to  be  more  capa¬ 
ble  tean  they  eqpectBd. 

Wih  Ted  Prior.  Troy 
DonahuB  and  Fritz 
Matthews 
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Married  with  Trials 
ChSdren  Beyond 
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Jaflbreak  Fresh 
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Bel  Air  worid 

Full  House 
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Bob 
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Seinfeld 
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■  CHLDR94{6) 

640  Cartoons  ' 

845  Simba.  Jungle-  King 
845  The  Lfflle  fits 
940  Arteur 
93S  The  Smurfs 
1040  Ninja  Turtles 
1045  Supermen 
1045  flBter  Fan  and  the 
Pif^^DS 

T145  Cow  and  Chkkan 
t240Ffaper 
13:00  Nb  Holgersen 
1340  State,  Jmgte  King 
M40  Little  Bear 
14:10  Sharicy  and  George 


1440  Princess  Stssi 
1545  The  Smurfs 
1545 Mrte  Turtles 
1640  Fbtowing  Enchanted 
Tates -vrite  ltd  Segav 
1640  Peter  Pan  and  the 
Pirates 

1740  Bobbys  Worid 
T74S  Dark  Jouney 
1845  SMers 
1940  Moesha  -  retina 
1940  Famiy  Maries 
1945  Married  with  Children 
2040  The  Fresh  Prince  of 
Bel  Air 

20>WFiI  House 
21:10  Los  and  Ctaifc 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

2240  Bob  Roberts  (1992)  - 
poHcal  satire  about  a  ri^rt- 
wing,  talk-staging,  senatori¬ 
al  canddate  who  oecefe  at 
pubic  opinion  and  meda 
maraputetron.  Directed  by 
and  starring  Ton  Robbins 
2345  Jacknria  (1989, 102 
mins) -straightforward 
drama  about  two  Vietnam 
vwfs  who  try  to  deaf  wrih 
their  emotional  scars.  With 
Robert  Da  Mrp  Ed  Harris 
and  Kathy  Baker 

■  CHANNELS 

640  Open  University  (rpts 
from  Wednesctey  at  2330) 
840  Life  in  tee  WW  (rpt) 
840  Decisive  Weqxins 
940  Futore  Quest 
Cyberffe  (rpt) 

940  The  Next  Step  (rpt) 
955  Roald  Dahi  (rpt) 

10^5  Smal  Wanders  (rpt) 

1245  Deepak,  Explorations 

hConsdousness-rare 

interview  vHte  the  wel- 

knownhaaisr 

■&40  Worid  Discoveries: 

Pyretenan  (rpt) 

13:10  Great  Crimes  and 
Trials  (rpt) 

13*0  Beyond  2000  (rpf) 
1440  A  New  World.  Saving 
the  Planer  (rpt) 

1440  Quest  for  the 
Fdtrtain  of'rtxtifi  (rpt) 

C40 1914-1918:  The  Great 

Ufer.part6(rpt) . 

1640  Cousteau: 
Madagascar  U  • 

T740  Open  UnKnwsity: 
Beyond  the  Mechatica) 
Unwrse-.New  Lwing  Body. 
Journey  Through  the  Safer 
System;  Managing  Tbir 


focredbfo  story  of  SL  Joan, 
the  Frenchpeasarti  girf  who 
rfcove  tee  Engbsli  ote  of 
France,  was  turned  af  the 
state  kx  a  witah  and  is  still 
a  Ranch  heroine 
21:45 1914-1918:  The  Great 
War,  part  7 

2245  Roald  Dahf  (rpt) 
2340  Open  Urtueisiy: 
Rwanda,  Where  was  the 
Church  T^ocfoto^cal 
Imagination;  Seties 
Connection 

■  STAR  WORLD  (18/15) 

540  05,  The  New 

Protasstonab 

740  Oprah  Winbey  Show 

640  Santa  Barbara 

940  The  Bold  and  the 

BeaufiJ 

940  Hawal  Cooks 
1040  Snowy  River,  the 


1940  World  Discoveries 
1940  Great  Crimes  and 
Trials:  Son  of  Sam 
2040  Beyond  2000 
2040  A  New  World.  Saving 
the  Planet  part  3 
2140  Joan  of  Arc -tee 


MOVIES 


H  40  Jack  Hanna's  Animal 
Advertises 
11 40  SmaD  Wonder 
1240  The  Brites  Empire 
1240  Wbrid  News 
1340  Worid  Business 
Report 

1340  Home  Improvement 
1440  Wizard  ofOz  on  Ice 
1540  tavarotti  and  Friends 
1640  rtverdaice  Live  at 
NYC 

1740  The  Bold  and  the 
Beautiful 

1840  Wizard  rtOz  on  Ice 
1940  Pavarotti  and  Friends 
2040  Rhmdance  Live  at 
NYC  i 

2140  Newton  ' 

2240  The  Brittas  Empire 
2240  The  Bold  and  tee 
Beautiful 

2340  The  Wonder  Wars 
2340 Mr.  Sefvedere 
0040  Aerobics  Qz  Style 
0040  World  News 
140  Home  Improvement 
140  Candd  Camera 
240  Jack  Hamak  Animal 
Advenbias 

240  The  Brittas  Empire 

■  NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC  (B). 

640  Statue  of  Liberty  (rpf) 
740  ChBC 

1340  Ctasing  the  MfMght 
Sun  (rpt) 

1440  Seanto  far  tee  Great 
Apes  (rpt) 

1540  Wbives  of  tee  Air  {rpt) 
1540  Orr  Hawafe  Giant 
Wave  [rpt) 

1640  Roctet  Men  (rpt) 
1740  Tates  of  War  (rpf) 
1840  Statue  of  Liberty  (rpt) 
1940  Chasing  the  Mnragft 
Sun(rrt) 

2040  Bugs -a  Journey  to 


tee  cfoud  forest  of  Ecuador 
2140  AssaiA  on  Manaski  - 
Swfes  mounteln  cfeiteem 
attempt  a  Nepalese  peak 
2240  Reef  at  Ras 
Mohammed 
2340  Possum -A  New 
Zealand  Ntaremare 
2340  Nepal -Life  among 
tee  Tigers 

0040  Throttfeman  -  portrait 
of  speedboat  racer  State 
Curtis 

0040  Southern  Harbor- in 

New  Zealand 

140  DMng  with  Seals 

140  Wave  Warriors - 

kayaking 

240  Bugs  (rpt) 

■  BBC  WORLD  (13/14) 

News  on  the  hour 
640  USADeed 
740  Wbrid  Review  Tfe  (rpt) 
640  The  Net  (rpf) 

940  Hard  Talk  (rpt) 

1040  World  Review  ‘98 

^40  Hart  Tak  (rpt) 

1240  Hcrirfey  (rpti 
1340  The  World  today 
1440  WUd  World:  The 
Making  d  the  Living  Planet 
1540  World  News  and 
Business  Report 
1540  The  World  Today 
1640  Top  Gear  (rpt) 

1740  Hart  Talc  iMte  Ten 
Sebastian 

1845  Moneywtse  -  con- 
amer  magazine 


2040  T1»  World Today 
2140  HartTblt  (rpt) 

2240  World  News  and 
Business  Report 
2230  Worid  Review  '98 
2340  Earth  Report  Ein> 
Special 

00:10  Europe  Direct 
140  Vtorid  News  and 
Business  Report 
1:15  Asia  Today  (rpt) 

240  The  Net  (rptl 

■  CNN 

INTERNATIONAL  (12) 

.  News  throughout  the  day 

640  WDrioFttport 
740  CNN  This  Morning 
740  insight  (rpf) 

640  CNN  This  Momtag 
B40Moneyine(rpt) 

940  CNN  This  Morrtng 
940  World  Sport 
1040  CNN  This  Momtag 
1040  Showbiz  Today 
1140  Lany  King  (rpt) 

1240  World  Sport 
1340  American  Ecfition 
13:45  World  Report  As 
They  See  It 
1440  Science  and 


Technology 

15:15  News  &  Bosness  Asia 
1640  Showbiz  Today 
1740  Wbrid  Sport 
1830  Trawl  Guide 
1940  Larry  Krng  Live  (rpt) 
2045  American  Etteon 
2140  Wbrid  Business  Today 
2240  O&A  vrth  Fta  Khan 
2340  News  Europe 
2340  Insight  (rpt) 

0040  Worid  Business 
Today 

0040  World  Sport 
140  Worid  View 
140  Moneyfew  Newshour 
240  Showoiz  Today 

■  SKY  NEWS  (14/13) 

News  on  the  hour 
640  Worid  News 
640  C8S  Evening  News 
740  Fashion  TV 
840  Sunrise 
1140  Year  In  Review: 

Sports 

1240  Vbar  in  Review: 

Britain 

134QABC  Nigimne 
1540  fearer  Review: 
Ireland 

1640  fear  in  Review: 

Sports 

1740  fear  in  Review. 
Potties 

1840  fear  in  Review: 
Showbiz 

1940  Live  al  Fhe 
2140  fear  In  Review: 

Sports 

2240  fear  ta  Renew. 
Politics 

2340  fear  in  Review: 

Wbrid 

0040  Prime  Time 
240  CBS  Evening  News 

■  CHANNEL  5  (05) 

640  Bedes  in  Motion 
1640  Bodes  fa  Motion 
1640  French  League 
Soccer 

1840  National  League 
Basketball  -  GaS  Elyon  vs 
Hapoel  Jerusalem 
2040  Five  to  the  Air  - 
Hapod  TA  vs  Maccab  HA 
2340  Boeing .  • 

■  EUROSPttn' (15/16}  | 

940  Xlrem  Sports  (rpi) 
H40Tna!hfon 
13:00  Ski  Jumping 
1440Motofcydfag 
1540  Bowling 
1740 Ski  jumping 
1840  Live  Figure  Skamg 
2140  Dancing  (rpt) 

2240  Sumo 
2340  Mate-reports  (rpt  l 
0040  Combat  Sports 
140  Bloopers  (rpt) 

240  Motosports  (rpt) 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  Jamon,  Jamon  5  • 
Lolita  7  •  All  the  President's  Man  9:30 

•  The  Mask  of  Zorro  9:45  G.G.  GIL 
Jerusalem  Mall  (Malha)  »  6788448 
Under  Heaverv-»Pract»caf  Maglc~TT>e 
Dti  man  Show  4:45.  7:15,  10  • 
ANTZ«flonin-Sliding  Doors  4:45. 7:15, 
10  •  The  Negotiator  4:30,  7:15,  10 -The 
Big  LabowsM!  10  »  Small  Soldiers  4:45. 
7:15  JERUSALEM  THEATER 
Washington  Square  7. 940  •  Character 
(Dutch,  Hebrew  subtitles)  7,  9:30  RAV 
CHEN  1-7  *  6792799  Credit  Card 
Reservations  *  6794477  Rav-Mecfter 
Building.  19  Ha'oman  St.,  Talpiot  The 
Mighty  5.  740.  9:45  •  Rounders  5,  7:15. 
9:45  •  There’s  Something  About 
Mary~Studio  54  5.  740.  945  •  Life  is 
Beautiful  5. 7:30, 9:45  •  Snake  Eyas  9:45 

•  Next  Stop  Wonderland  5,  740  •  Holy 
Man  5.  7:30,  9x15  MEVASSERET  ZION 
G.G.  GIL  *  5700868  The  Truman  Show 
4:45, 7:15, 10  •  Sliding  Doors  4:45, 7:15, 
10  SMADAR  v  5618168  Girls  Night 
5:30,  740  *The  Dream  Lite  of  Angels 
10 

TEL  AVIV 

DCENGOFF  Sliding  Doors  11  a.m.,  1, 
3:15,  5:30,  7:45,  10  •  Washington 
Square  11  a.m.,  1.  3:15,  540.  7:45. 10  • 
Character  (Dutch,  Hebrew  subtitles)  11 
a.m..  1.  3:15,  5:30,  7:45,  10  GAT 
*6967888  Life  is  Beautiful  5. 7:30. 9:45 
GLOBUS  ’*6081130/1  Practical  Magic 
ooANTZ  11:30  a.rtL,  2,  5,  7:30,  10  • 
Bonin— The  Truman  Show  1140  am,  2, 

5. 740. 10  •The  Negotiator  11 :30  a.m.,  2, 
440.  7:15,  10  •  Small  Sokfiere  1140 
am.,  2, 5, 740  'The  Big  Lebowskf  11 :30 
am..  2,  5,  740,  10  •The  Glrtgertiread 
Man  S740, 10  ‘The  Perfect  Murder  10  • 
Pautie  V 40  am.,  2,  5  G.G.  HOD  1-4 
v  5226226  Hod  Passage,  101  Dizengoff 
SL  Under  Heaven-Ronln-Tha Truman 
Show  5, 740, 10  •The  Big  Lebowski  5, 
7:30,10  LEV  1x5288288  Girts’ Night  12 
noon,  240,  5,  7:15,  9:45  •  The  Dream 
Life  of  Angels  12  noon,  2:30, 5, 740, 10 

•  Hana-Bi  12  noon,  240. 5, 740, 9:45  • 
Night  TValn  9:45  •  Welcome  to  the  Doll 
House  1240,  2:30,  5.  7:15  LEV  AVIV 
V6417148  Girts  Night  7:30.  B:45  -  The 
Dream  Life  of  Aiwels  7:30, 10  •  Nights 
of  Cabiria  10  •  Sweet  Hereafter  10  • 
Hana-Bi  740,  9:45  •  A  Price  Above 
Rubles  7:30  •  Welcome  to  the  Doll 
House  Sun-Wed.  7:30  LIMOR 
*6968084  Shah  We  Dance  6  •  in  the 
Realm  of  the  Senses  B  •  As  Good  Ae  It 
Gets  £45  &G.  PEtR  v 5442 Ml 
Under  Heaven—Practical  Magic  5, 

740. 10  •  The  Truman  Show«ANTZ  5, 

740, 10  -The  Negotiator  4:30, 7:15. 10 
RAV-CHEN  v  Dizengoff  Clide 

Rounders  2:30,  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  The 
MightyaoStucflo  54»Snate  Eyes  240, 
5.  7:30. 9:45  •  Ever  After  2:30,  5, 7:30, 
9:45  •  Holy  Man 240, 5, 740, 9:45  RAV- 
OH  1-5  v  5102674  Opera  House 

There's  Something  About  Mary  5, 
740,  9:45  •  The  Uighty-Tkngo^Next 
Stop  Wonderland  5,  7:30,  9:45  TEL 
AVIV  MUSEUM  Claire  Dolan  5. 8. 10 
HAIFA  _ 

CINEMA  CAF£  AMAMI  s-8325755 
Sliding  Doors  7:15,  940  •  The  Big 
Lebowski  7:15,  940  MORIAH 
ir8242477  Washington  Square  7:15, 
9:30  OR1  *8500056  Practical  Magic- 
Bonin  4:45, 7rt5,10  •  SScSng  Doors  -The 
Ttuman  Show  4:45,  7:15  •  ANIZ  4:45, 
7:15, 10*The  Negotiator  440, 7:15, 1 0  • 
Small  Soldiers  4:45, 7:15  *lhe  Perfect 
Murder  10  PANORAMA  U838202D 


Practical  Magfc-oCharacter  (Dutch. 
Hebrew  subtitles)  4:30,  7.  940  •  The 
Negotiator  7,  940  •  Charaderf'Duteh, 
Hebrew  subtitles)  4:30,  7:15,  9:30  • 
Small  Soldiers  4:15  RAV-CHEN 
*8500055  Holy  Man°°There's 
Something  About  Mary  4:45,  7:15, 
940  •Wrongfully  Accused  5. 7:15, 940 

•  Halloween:  H20  5. 7:15,  940  -  Studio 
54  5, 7:15, 9:30  RAV-GAT 1-2  n  8674311 
Rounders  7,  9:30  •  Snake  Eyes  7:15, 
9:30  RAV-MOR  1-7  *  8416898 
Rounders  4:30.  7.  9:30  •  Life  is 
Beautiful  4:45,  7, 9:30  •  Studio  54~The 
Mighty  5. 7:15.  940  •  Holy  Man  4:30,  7, 
9:30  •There'S  Something  About  Mary 
4:30,  7,  940  •  Ever  After  4:30.  7,  940 
RAV-OR 1-3  ix  8246553  Life  Is  Beautiful 
4:45.  7,  940  •  Ever  After  4:45,  7.  940  • 
The  Mighty  5, 7:15, 940 

AFULA 

RAV  CHEN  There’s  Something  About 
Mary  7,  9:30  *  Studto  54  7:15,  9:30  -The 
Human  Shaw  7:15, 940 
ARAD 

STAR  *9950904  SHfUng  Doors  7:30, 
9:45  •  The  Perfect  Murder  740,  9:45  • 
The  Big  Lebowski  5.  740.  9:45  •  Psulfe 
5  •  Plppi  LongstocMng  (Hebrew  cSa- 
kjgue)5 
ASHDOD 

G.G.  GIL  *  8647202  Practical  Magic 
-Bonin  5.  7:30,  10  •  ANTZ~Slkfing 
Doors  5,  740  •The  Negotiator  7:15, 10  • 
Small  Soldiers  5  RAV  CHEN 
*8661120  Rounders  5, 7:15, 9:45  •  Ever 
After  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  Hedy  Man-There’s 
Something  About  Mary  5, 7:30,  9:45  • 
Life  Is  Beautiful-Studio  54  5.  7:30, 
9:45 

ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  *  6729977  Practical 

Maglo«R onin  5,  7:30,  10  •  ANTZ~ 
Sliding  Doors  5,  7:30,  10  ■  Small 
Soldiers  5  •  The  Negotiator  7:15,  10 
RAV  CHEN  *6711221  Rounders  5, 
7:15,  9:45  •  Holy  Man-There’s 
Something  About  Mary-Life  Is 
Beautiful  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  Studio  54  5, 
7:30,  9:45 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  *5531077  Practical  Magic 
5, 740. 9:45  •  Roundere-Ronln  5, 740, 
£45  •There’s  Something  About  Mary  5, 
740, 9:45  -The  Negotiator  440, 7, 9:45 

•  Holy  Man  5,  7:30.  9:45  •  Life  Is 
Beautiful  5, 740, 9:45 
BEERSHEBA 

G.G.  ORI  W6103111  Practical 
Magie<>oRonln  5,  7:30,  10  •  Small 
Sokfiers  5  •  AftfTZ  5,  740  *  SBdfrig 
Doors  7:30.  10  ■  The  Negotiator  10 
RAV-NEGEV  1-4  «623&78  Life  Is 

Beautfhti-The  Mighty  5,  740.  9:45  • 
There's  Something  About  May  5, 740, 
9:45  ■  Rounders  5, 740, 9:45 
SLAT 

EILAT  CINEMA  Ever  Aften»There’s 
Something  About  May  7:30,  ID-  Club 
54  740.  10  GIL  *6340182  Practical 
MaglcoANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  •  Small 
Soldiers  5  -The  Negotiator  7:15, 10 
HADERA 

LEV  *6343555  There’s  Something 
About  Mary»The  Big  Lebowski  740, 
10  •  ANTZ-StudJo  54  7:30.  10  •  Ever 
After  740  -  Snake  Eyes  10 
HERZLfYA 

COLONY  *6902656  There's 
Something  About  Mary  5:30, 7:30. 10 
-  Life  la  Beautiful  5:30,  7:30,  10 
DANIEL  *  9544044  Girts  Night  7:15, 
9:30  STAR  *  9589068  Practical 
Magic  740, 10  •  ANTZ  740  -  Holy  Man 
10  •  There’s  Something  About  Mary 


740, 10 

HOD  HASHARON 

GIL  *  7408591  Practical  Magic  5. 740. 
10  •  ANTZ~There's  Something  About 
Mary  5.  7:30.  10  •  SmaB  Soldtere  5. 
7:30  •  The  Negotiator  10 
HOLON 

GLOBUS  Practical  Magfc~Ronln  5, 
740,  10  •  There'S  Something  About 
Mary-ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  •  The 
Negotiator  7:15. 10  *  SmaH  Soldiers  5  • 
Life  Is  Beautiful  5.  7:30,  10  STAR 
There's  Something  About  Mary»>Naxt 
Stop  Wonderland  740, 10  •  Ever  After 
740.  10  •  Studto  54  10  •  Wrongfully 
Accused  7:30 
KARMIEL 

CINEMA  *9882521  There’s 
Something  About  Mary  7,  9:30  • 
Studio  54  Fri.  B„  10:15;  7:15, 940 
KRAR  SAVA 


•  Ronfn°°ANTZ  5,  740,  10  •  There’s 
Something  About  May  5, 740, 10 
KiRYAT  BIALIK 

G.GL  GIL  *8779877  Practical  Magic 
°»ANTZ  7,  9:30  •  Ronln°»The 

Negotiator  ^Wrongfully  Accused  7, 
9:30  •  The  Truman  Show  7,  9:30  • 
Sliding  DoorsooThe  Big 
Lebowald—The  Gingerbread  Man  7, 
9:30  •  Smail  Soldiers  7,  940 
KIRYAT  SHMONA 

G.G.  GIL  *6905080  Practical  Magic 
440,  7,  9:30  •  There's  Something 
About  MaryooStiding  Doors  4:30,  7. 
940 

NAHARIYA 

G.G.  OIL  Practical  Magte~Ronln  5, 
7:30,  10  •  There's  Something  About 
Mary-ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  *  The 
Negotiator  4:30,  7:15. 10 
UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  *8561332  GentHa~The 
Truman  Show  4:30,  7,  940  •  The 
Negotiator  4:15,  7,  10  •  Ron/n^The 
Big  Lebowski  440,  7,  940  •  There’s 
Something  About  Hary°°Slld1ng 
Dot»s  4:30, 7, 940 

NE5SZIONA 

aG.  GIL  1-4  *  9404729  Practical 
Magie-Ronln  5,  740.  10  •  ANTZ  5. 
7:30,  10  •  The  Negotiator  7:15.  10  • 
Small  Soldiers  5 
NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  *  8628452  Practical 
MaglO’Ronln  5,  740, 10  •  ANTZ—The 
Truman  Show  5,  740,  10  •  Small 
Sofcfiars  5  •  The  Negotiator  7:15,  10 
RAV  CHEN  *  8618570  The  Mighty  5. 
7:30, 9:45  •There’s  Something  About 
Mary  5, 7:30. 9:45  •  LHb  Is  Beautiful  5. 
740,  9:45  •  Rounders  5,  7:15.  9:45 
ORAKIVA 

RAV  CHEN  *  6262758  There’s 
Something  About  ManMJte  Is 
Beautiful  7, 9:30  •  Siding  Doors  7:15, 
940 

OR  YEHUDA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  *  5333292 

Genti(a»The  Big  Lebowski  5, 7:30. 10 

•  The  Gingerbread  HanooThe  Truman 
Show  5. 7:30,10 

PETAHTIKVA 

G.G,  GIL  1-6  *  9087989  Sliding 
Doare»Tfte'RvmanSftow5,  7:30, 10* 
ANTZ<»Rounders  5,  7:30,  10  • 
Washington  Square  10  •  The 
Negotiator  4:30,  7:15,  10  •  Small 
Soldiers  5,  7:30  G.G.  HECHAL  « 
9317374  Practical  Uaglc-There’s 
Something  About  Mary  5,  7:30,  10  • 
Rontn  5, 7:30, 10 


RA'ANANA 

C1N  MOFET  *  7482915  King  of  the 
Masks  8:30  PARK  *  7711321  Ronin  5. 
7:30, 10:15  •There’s  Something  About 
Maty  5,  7:30,  10:15  *  Ufa  Is  Beautiful 
5.  7:30.  10:15  •  Small  Soldiers  5,  7:30, 
10:15  •  Next  Slop  Wonderland  5.  7:30, 
10:15  RA’ANAN  Practical  Maglo=The 
Negotiator  5.  7:30, 10:15  •  ANTZ»Ever 
After  5,  7:30,  10:15  •  The  Truman 
Show°oThe  Mighty  7:30, 10:15  •  Paulie 
(Hebrew  dialogue)  5 
RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  *  6197121  ANTZ  5,  740, 

9:45  *  There’s  Something  About  Mary 

5,  7:30.  9:45  •  Life  Is  Beautiful 

ooRounders  5.  740,  9:45  RAV-OAS1S  1- 

3  *  6730687  Ronin  5.  7:15,  9:45  •  The 

Negotiator  4:15,  7,  9:45  •  Practical 

Magic  5,  7:30,  9:45 

RAMAT  HASHARON 

KOKHAV  *  5491979  Washington 

Square  5. 7:15.  9:30 

REHOVOT 

CHEN  *  9362868  Girts  Night  7:15. 

9:45  •  The  Big  Lebowski  7:15.  9:30  • 
Sliding  Doors  740, 9:45  •  Polish  Brida 
7:15,  9:30  RAV  UOR  *  9493595  The 
Mighty-Practical  Magic-Life  Is 
Beautiful  5, 740.  9:45  •  Rounders  9:45 
•  ANTZ  5. 7:30  -The  Negotiator  4:15, 7. 

9:45  •There’s  Something  About  Mary 
5. 740,  9:45 
RISHON  LEZION 

GIL  1-3  *  9500785  Practical 

Magic— Ronin  5.  7:30.  10  •  Sliding 
Doors  5.  7:30,  10  HAZAHAV  * 
9514968  Practical 

Magic— Ronin- ANTZ  5.  7:30.  10  • 
Small  Soldiers  5  ■  The  Negotiator 
7:15.  10  -  Sliding  Doors  5.  7:30.  10 
RAV  CHEN  *  9670504  Rounders  5. 

7:15,  9:45  •There’s  Something  About 
Mary  5. 7:30, 9:45  *The  Mighty  5,  7:30. 

9:45  •  Life  Is  Beautiful  5,  7:30,  9:45  • 

Life  Is  Beautiful  5,  7:30.  9:45  STAR  * 
9619985  There's  Something  About 
Mary-Next  Stop  Wbndertand  7:30, 10  • 

Ever  After  740.  10  •  Studio  54  10  • 
Wrongfully  Accused  7:30 
YEHUD 

RAV  CHEN  *5367910  The  Mlghty- 
Ljfe  b  Beautiful— Snake  Eyes  5,  740, 

9:45  •There's  Something  About  Mary 
5, 7:30, 9:45 

All  times  are  pjn.  unless  otherwise  indi¬ 
cated.  Telephone  reservations  (credit 
card)  can  be  made  for  Golan  Globus  j 
(G.G.)  cinemas  at  1-700-50-50-50  / 
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*  Sports  Editors 

jj  Joe  Hoffman  &  On  Lewis 

n 

\  FI  owner 
h  Williams 

j  knighted 

J  LONDON  (AP)  -  Frank  Williams. 

who  guided  the  Williams  Formula 
3  One  auto  racing  ream  to  nine  manu¬ 
al  facturere  titles,  has  been  knighted  in 

*  the  New  Year's  Honors*  LisL 

1  Confined  to  a  wheelchair  after  a 
1  motor  accident  in  Monte  Carlo  12 
§  years  ago.  Williams  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  team  while  drivers 

1  such  as  Nelson  Piquet.  Alain  Prost. 
'  Nigel  Mansell,  Damon  Hill  and 
'  Jacques  Villeneuve  all  won  the 
J  world  championship. 

'  World  featherweight  champion 
Naseem  Homed  and  his  trainer, 

2  Brendan  Ingle,  are  both  awarded  the 
'  MBE.  The  honors  come  only  weeks 
(  after  they  had  an  acriminonious  split 
J  over  the  trainer’s  publication  of  a 

book  in  which  he  accused  the  fighter 
L  of  being  motivated  by  money. 
r  Unbeaten  in  31  fights.  Hamed  is 
>  the  WBO  champion,  ingle  gets  his 
award  for  services  to  disadvantaged 
r  young  people  and  to  boxing. 

‘  England  soccer  star  Stuart  Pearce. 

who  missed  a  penally  during  a 
1  World  Cup  shootout  in  1990  but 
1  made  up  for  it  by  scoring  in  another 
r  in  ’98.  gets  the  MBE.  Now  in  his 
f  I6th  season.  36-year-old  Pearce  is 
5  playing  for  Newcastle. 

1  Denise  Lewis,  who  won  the 

*  European  and  Commonwealth  hep- 
■  tathlon  gold  medals  during  1998,  is 

*  awarded  the  MBE  while  Craig 
1  Reedie,  chairman  of  the  British 

Olympics  Association,  receives  a 
»  CBE. 

Long  serving  cricketer  Angus 
Fraser  has  been  awarded  the  MBE 
“  for  being  England's  best  fast  bowler 
of  his  generation. 


Rhetoric  heats  up  as  ‘drop-dead’  date  nears 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  - 
While  the  NBA  commis¬ 
sioner  worked  from  his 
home  in  Colorado  and 
his  deputy  was  off  in 
Florida.  NBA  players 
and  agents  stewed 
Tuesday  as  the  lockout 
approached  its  half-year 
anniversary. 

“If  the  league  doesn’t 
want  to  play,  then  we 
don’t  need  to  wait  until 
January  7.  Just  cancel 


the  season.”  stud  Jerome  Stanley,  an  agent 
who  represents  five  players  in  the  lower- 
and  middle-income  ranges.  “But  if  they're 
not  going  to  cancel  the  season,  then  crank 
it  back  up.  We  don’t  need  any  more  ges¬ 
turing  or  grandstanding,  just  do  some 
tradeoffs  and  end  the  thing.” 

Commissioner  David  Stem,  meantime, 
was  still  vacationing  in  Aspen,  and  deputy 
commissioner  Russ  Granik  was  in  Florida 
with  his  family.  Neither  is  expected  back 
in  New  York  until  the  new  year. 

The  lockout,  essentially  a  strike  by  the 
owners,  is  now  entering  its  sixth  month. 


The  league  has  scheduled  a  Board  of 
Governors  meeting  for  January  7,  and 
Stem  and  Granik  have  said  repeatedly 
they  will  recommend  canceling  the  sea¬ 
son  if  no  agreement  has  been  reached  by 
that  date. 

The  league  says  it  has  made  its  final 
offer,  and  no  further  talks  are  scheduled. 

A  hearing  was  scheduled  to  be  held 
yesterday  in  Houston  federal  court  on  a 
lawsuit  filed  by  players  Nick  Van  Exel. 
Marcus  Cam  by  and  Reggie  Slater  charg¬ 
ing  USA  Basketball  and  the  NBA  with 
denying  them  clearance  to  play  in 


Europe. 

“No  matter  where  the  filing  ends,  the 
league  is  some  to  end  up  with  a  good,  a 
very  sootL  deal  -  almost  3  dream  deal” 
Stanley  said.  “If  vou  took  the  same  deal 

and  offered  it  to  baseball  and  football 
owners,  they’d  hop  all  over  it. 

“This  is  first  sports  industry  to  cap  top 
end  salaries."  Stanley  said.  “Calculate 
how  much  money  the  Los  Angeles  Lakers 
would  save  by  not  having  to  pay  Shaquille 
O'Neal  and  Kobe  Bryant  what  they  would 
have  had  to  pay  under  the  old  deal.  That 
money  has  already  been  transferred. 


Aussies  roll  out  Wame  for  final  Test 


By  JUUAH  HHDEH 

MELBOURNE  (Reuters)  -  Leg- 
spinner  Shane  Warae,  so  often 
England's  nemesis,  has  been  rushed 
back  into  the  Australia  squad  for  the 
final  Ashes  Test  starting  on  Saturday. 

Wame  has  not  played  for  Australia 
since  shoulder  surgery  in  May.  But 
he  was  recalled  yesterday  after 
England's  astonishing  12-run  defeat 
of  Australia  in  the  fourth  Test  gave 
the  touring  side  a  chance  to  square 
the  series  in  Sydney. 

“I  feel  like  I’m  starting  my  career 
all  over  again."  Warae  said.  ‘There's 
no  dramas  with  the  shoulder  any¬ 
more.  It  feels  good  and  Pm  ready. 

"The  doctors  have  told  me  my 
shoulder  is  stronger  than  ever. 

T  feel  like  the  bionic  man.  I'm  feel¬ 
ing  pretty  confident  with  my  bowl¬ 
ing  but  the  proof  of  my  pudding  will 
come  new  week."  Australia  "have 
already  retained  the  Ashes  but  a 
defeat  in  Sydney  would  cost  Mark 
Taylor's  men  a  record-breaking  sixth 
successive  series  win. 

Wame.  unchallenged  as  the 
world's  premier  slow  bowler,  was 
not  expected  to  play  in  this  series 
after  making  a  slow  recovery  from 
major  surgery.  His  understudy  Stuart 
MacGill  has  also  performed 
admirably  in  his  absence. 

Warae  and  MacGill  were  both 
chosen  in  the  12-man  squad  and  the 
man  who  missed  out  was  Matthew 
Nicholson.  The  fast  bowler  captured 
four  wickets  in  an  encouraging 
debuL 

Australia  are  expected  to  employ  a 
twin-spin  attack  against  England  on 
what  should  be  a  spinners'  wicket 
and  Warae  is  looking  forward  to  his 
return. 

T  think  it  has  added  a  bit  of  spice 
to  the  series."  Wame  said.  “There's 
generally  a  result  in  Sydney,  so  it’ll 
either  be  3-1  or  2-2. 
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READY  FOR  ACTION  -  Shane  Warae  tells  the  press  that  he  can’t  waft  to  get  back  into  action  and 
Is  looking  forward  to  bowling  at  England  In  Sydney.  .  Rcu:=n>. 


“England  probably  don't  play  leg- 
gies  that  well  but  Pro  sure  they'll 
come  out  with  a  point  to  prove. 
They’re  on  a  bit  of  a  roll  after  win¬ 
ning  yesterday,  so  maybe  they’ll 


come  out  and  attack  and  cry  to  win 
the  game.” . 

Warae  has  terrorized  England’s 
batsmen  over  the  past  five  years  with 
his  wrist-spin,  taking  85  wickets  at 


23.56  in  17  .Ashes  Tests.  His  record 
at.  the.  .Sydney  Cricket  GreunJ  is 
even  better. 

“Sydney  is  the  ground  for  spin¬ 
ners.  just  like  Perth  is  for  the  fast 


bowlers.  We  always  look  forward  to 
playing  there. 

“I  had  sec  my  sights  for  the  Boxing 
Day  Test  tin  Melbourne)  but  I’ve  got 
very  fond  memories  of  Sydney.  I 
played  my  first  Test  there  and  1  got 
my  300th  Test  wicket  there  at  the 
start  of  the  year."  Wame  said. 

“If  it's  a  traditional  Sydney  wicket 
it'll  turn."  Warae  has  struggled  to 
reproduce  his  best  form  since  return¬ 
ing  to  first-class  cricket  last  month. 

He  has  also  been  caught  up  in  one 
of  the  sport's  worsr  scandals  after 
news  broke  he  and  fellow  test  player 
Mark  Waugh  had  taken  money  from 
a  bookmaker  to  provide  pitch  and 
weather  information  during  a  1994 
tour  of  Sri  Lanka  and  Pakistan. 

Warae  said  the  key  to  his  recov¬ 
ery  had  been  patience.  He  began 
his  recovery  slowly  by  bowling 
tennis  balls/then  built  up  his  overs 
gradually  until  finally  he  declared 
himself ’fit  for  test  cricket  after 
bowling  57  overs  in  a  Sheffield 
Shield  match. 

“I've  been  experimenting  in  the 
nets  over  the  last  six  weeks  making 
sure  that  all  my  deliveries  are  com¬ 
ing  out  OIC"  he  said. 

*Tve  been  working  on  a  few  dif¬ 
ferent  methods  and  making  sure  I 
can  still  bowl  them  all  _  it’s  been 
very  encouraging.''  The  intense 
interest  in  whether  Wame  would 
recover  from  surgery  dial  had  threat¬ 
ened  has  career  intensified  once  the 
bookmaker  affair  came  into  the 
open. 

"My  life  has  been  a  bit  like  a  soap 
opera,  especially  the  last  six 
months.”  Warae  said. 

“This  year  hasn't  been  one  of  the 
best  years  obviously  but  my  whole 
life  is  nev  er  boring.  I  can  tell  you. 

“There  is  always  something  hap= 
pening  but  the  bottom  line  is  that  I 
love  playing  cricket  and  I'm  thrilled 
to  be  back." 


That’s  the  offer  we're  making.7’ 

Stanley  and  agents  Keith  Glass  and 
Steve  Kauffman  said  the  lockout  had  been 
“scripted,  orchestrated  and  pre-planned" 

by  the  owners.  . 

Kauffman  said  he  was  beginning  to 
believe  that  the  league  doesn’t  want  a  sea¬ 
son.  and  Glass  called  Stem’s  negotiating 
conduct  “disgraceful." 

Under  a  league-wide  gag  older,  general 
managers,  like  all  NBA  employees,  are 
forbidden  from  discussing  the  lockout 
Violators  face  seven-figure  fines  and  the 
loss  of  draft  picks. 


Israel  youth 
held  by 
Belgium 


By  OBI  LEWIS 

Israel’s  under- 17  side  were 
brought  back  to  earth  yesterday 
when  they  were  held  to  a  2-2  draw 
by  Belgium  in  the  International 
Winter  Youth  soccer  tournament. 

The  Israelis  were  still  celebrating 
their  6-1  win  over  Hungary  in  their 
opener  on  Tuesday,  but  they  found 
fire  Belgians  a  completely  different 
proposition  yesterday. 

Belgium  held  the  advantage  in  the 
first  half  and  took  the  lead  through 
Christoph  Albrecht  in  the  26th 
minute.  Tbe  visitors  went  further^ 
ahead  in  the  31st  minute  through  H 
Thomas  Schattel  who  was  the  out-  ~ 
standing  player  on  Kiiyat  Eliezer 
turf. 

Israel  picked  up  the  pace  in  the 
second  period  and  pulled  a  goal 
back  through  Tom  Bennado  a 
minute  after  the  restart.  Yaniv 
Kattan  then  equalized  when  he  slot¬ 
ted  the  ball  in  cm  the  hour.  Kattan 
had  further  chances  to  score  but 
failed  to  take  advantage  of  several 
comfortable  situations. 

The  Israelis  take  on  European 
champions  Ireland  in  Rishort  today 
while  Yugoslavia  meet  Belgium  in 
Lod  and  Hungary  play  Turkey  in. 
Holon,  all  matches  kick  off  at  14:00. 

Id  other  matches  yesterday, 
Turkey  and  Ireland  drew  2-2  arid 
Hungary  v.  Yugoslavia  ended  goal¬ 
less.  ~  | 

Israel's  under- 16s  beat  Cyprus  2-0 
in  the  juniors  event  in  a  match 
played  in  Upper  Nazareth. 

Today,  the  hosts  take  on  Malta  in 
Lod  while  Cyprus  play  Switzerland 
in  Risboo. 

In  the  other  juniors  match  yester¬ 
day.  Sweden  crushed  Malta  8-0. 
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Purdue  shocks  Kansas  State 
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Shown  is  today's  weather.  Temperatures  am  today's  highs  and  tonight's  lows. 
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NCAA  FOOTBALL 


SAN  ANTONIO  (Reuters)  - 
Kansas  State’s  dream  season  fizzled 
with  a  two-game  losing  streak  as 
Drew  Brees  connected  with  Isaac 
Jones  for  a  19-yard  touchdown  with 
30  seconds  left  to  lift  Purdue  to  a 
shocking  37-34  upset  of  the  fourth- 
ranked  Wildcats  in  the  Alamo  Bow] 
on  Tuesday. 

Kansas  State  had  rallied  from  a 
10-point  fourth-quarter  deficit  and 
took  a  34-30  lead  on  Michael 
Bishop's  two-yard  scoring  toss  to 
tight  end  Justin  Swift  with  1:24 
remaining. 

But  Brees.  who  has  set  numerous 
school  records  in  just  his  sophomore 
season,  led  Purdue  on  a  furious  80- 
yard  drive  to  the  dramatic  victory. 

After  two  incompletions  and  a 
short  gain,  Brees  hit  Randall  Lane 
for  19  yards  to  midfield  A  15-yard 
pass  interference  penalty  on  the  next 
play  and  a  16-yard  nm  by  Brees 
pushed  the  ball  to  the  Kansas  Stare 
19. 

On  the  next  play.  Brees  fired  a 
strike  to  Jones,  who  hauled  in  the 
ball  while  falling  in  the  right  side  of 
the  end  zone. 

The  six-play  drive,  which  took 
only  54  seconds,  lifted  Purdue  -  a 
14-point  underdog  -  to  one  of  the 
biggest  victories  in  school  history. 

For  Kansas  State  1 11-21,  which 
dominated  its  opponents  for  much 
of  the  season  and  spent  four  weeks 
as  the  nation's  top-ranked  team,  it 
was  a  heartbreaking  end  to  a  once- 
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GAME-WINNER  -  Purdue’s  Isaac  Jones  [6)  pulls  in  tbe  win¬ 
ning  TD  pass  as  Kansas  State’s  Dyshod  Carter  defends. 


glorious  campaign. 

The  Wildcats  would  have  played 
for  the  national  title  if  not  for  an 
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overtime  loss  to  Texas  A&M  in  the 
Big  12  Conference  title  game.  But 
they  were  left  out  of  die  Bowl 
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Championship  Series  (kspite  being 
ranked  third  in  the  final  BCS  rank¬ 
ings. 

Brees  threw  three  touchdown 
passes  for  Purdue  i9-4).  which 
improved  its  bowl  record  to  6-1. 
Miami  46 

North  Carolina  State  23 
In  Miami.  Edgemn  James  ran  for 
two  touchdowns  in  what  may  have 
been  his  final  college  game  and 
Scott  Covington  threw  for  two 
scores  as  tbe  Hurricanes  traveled 
across  town  and  roured  North 
Carolina  State  46-23  in  the  renamed 
Micron  PC  Bowl. 

Miami  twice  scored  touchdowns 
on  71-yard  drives  in  the  first  quarter 
and  Covington  and  Santana  Moss 
hooked  up  on  the  longest  touch¬ 
down  pass  in  the  school’s  bowl  his¬ 
tory.  an  80-yard  score  in  the  second 
period. 

Virginia  Tech  38,  Alabama  7 
In  Nashville,  Vuginia  Tech's  awe¬ 
some  special  teams  generated  14 
points  and  cornerback  Anthony 
Midget  returned  an  interception  27 
yards  for  a  touchdown  as  the  24th- 
ranked  Hokies  routed  Alabama  38-7 
in  the  inaugural  Music  City  BowL 

u  College  Football  Top25 
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4  St^®  (?-2)  tost  to  Purdue  37- 
34,  Alamo  Bowl. 

5  SJ0®  L11’’’)  ^  Na  m  Nebraska, 

Holiday  Bowl,  last  night, 

6  Bowf  Jan"V  VS'No'9  Wisconsin.  Rose 

9  n  O-1 )  «■  No.  UOIA.  ROM 

Wo^Na18Goo^ps*1'; 

14  SfiSSW!?. ra- 5  Arizona, 

«  BPw1’  night 

,6SS£llla,"i,*"«s- 

t7  Notra  Dame  (9-2)  vs.  No.  12  Georaia 
Tedi,  Gator  Bowl,  Jan.  t.  oeof®,a 

15  Syracuse  (&3)  vs.  No.  7  Florida, 

Orange  Bowi.  Jan.  2. 

19  Georaia  (8-3)  vs.  No.  13  Virginia,  Peach 

Rowt,  tomorrow.  * 

20  T«as  (8-3)  ys.No.25  Mississippi  State, 
Cotton  Bowl,  Jan.  1. 

21  Oregon  (8-4)  lost  to  Colorado  51-43, 
Aloha  Bowl. 

22  Penn  State  (8-3)  vs.  Kentucky,  Outback 
Bowl,  Jan.  1. 

23  Missouri  (B-4)  beat  West  Virginia  34-31 
lnsight.com  Bowt. 

M^!Si§Sfpg’^Saro',n*slafc 


In  local  currencies 


Am«  HaowPt  _ _ 


Humana-  _  — —  __ — _ tfl 


JiPjn  o' 


SSSS^zirSS  S»' 


